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PREFACE 


This chronology has been compiled as a ready source of 
information about the events of the Second World War in which 
New Zealand was involved, or which may have some application 
to her participation in the war, with emphasis on the actions 
of her armed forces overseas. Because these forces served in 
many theatres, in Europe, the Mediterranean, the Middle East, 
the Pacific, South-East Asia, and elsewhere, the location is 
given of each event. 


Among the. materials used in the preparation of this work 
are the chronologies compiled by the wartime archives staffs 
of 2 NZEF and Army Headquarters; the lists of casualties, 
appointments, formation and disbandment of units, and embark- 
ation and disembarkation of troops; the campaign and unit 
histories of the navy, army and air force published by the 
War History Branch of the Department of Internal Affairs, and 
the unpublished narratives prepared by this branch. The — 
Chrorolo 1941-45 compiled by Mary H. Williams for the Office 
of tre Czrief of Military History, Department of the Army in 
tke United States, has been consulted. 


The limitation of space has necessitated the selection of 
references to military units which served overseas; it has not 
been possible to include the formation and disbandment of units 
of the home services and Home Guard, most of the oversea base 
and. training units, and some of the smaller units of 2 and 3 
New Zealand Divisions and the RNZAF. For the same reason the 
embarkation and disembarkation of only the more important drafts 
of troops have been included, and the movements of innumerable 
small groups have had to be omitted; casualties have been 
summarised for battles and campaigns; only the appointments 
of senior officers (not below the level of brigade commander) 
have been mentioned... Inquiries for more detailed information 
on these subjects should be addressed to National Archives, 
Department of Internal Affairs, Wellington. 


Casualties in the armed services are summarised on pages 147-8 


Bellinzton, 
2/7 September 1968. 
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Australian Imperial Forée 
Army Service Corps 

General Officer Commanding 

His Majesty's Australian Ship 
His Majesty's New Zealand Ship 
His Majesty's Ship 
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mechanical transport 
non-commissioned officer 

New Zealand Army Service Corps 
New Zealand Engineers 

Second New Zealand Expeditionary Force 


Second New Zealand Expeditionary Force 
in the Pacific 


Royal Air Force 

Royal New Zealand Air Force 
United Kingdom 

United States of America 


Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 


APRIL-SEPTEMBER 1939 
14-26 April 


NEW ZEALAND - The Pacific Defence Conference at Wellington is 
attended by representatives of the Governments of the United 
Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand, who consider problems of 
strategy and supply in the Pacific. 


30 August 


PACIFIC — No. 1 Platoon of A Company, New Zealand Regular Force, 
embarks in HMS Leander at Auckland for Fanning Island, where it 
is to guard the cable station. (This platoon is relieved by 2 
Platoon in March 1940, and 2 Platoon by 3 Platoon in October 
1940. The garrison is increased in April 1941 by the addition 
of 45 Battery, New Zealand Artillery. In May 1942 the 113 

New Zea, anders of the garrison are replaced by 150 United States 
troops. 


1 September 
EUROPE - Germany invades Poland. 


NEW ZEALAND - The Government proclaims a state of emergency and 
issues the first of a long series of emergency regulations which 
enable the country to go to war; these give authority for such 
measures as censorship, the stabilisation of prices, the calling 
up of the armed forces, and the control of shipping in New Zealand 
waters. 


3 September 


INTERNATIONAL -— The United Kingdom, France, India, Australia and 
New Zealand declare war on Germany. New Zealand's declaration 
is simultaneous with the United Kingdom's, 11 a.m. British summer 
time (9.30 p.m. New Zealand standard time). 


NEW ZEALAND -—- The Naval Reserves are called up for service. The 
Royal New Zealand Air Force is ordered to mobilise. Parts of 
the Territorial Coast Defence Force are called out for service. 


5 September 


NEW ZEALAND - In a radio broadcast the Prime Minister (M. J. 
Savage) says: '.... Both with gratitude for the past, and with 
confidence in the future, we range ourselves without fear beside 
Britain. Where she goes, we go. Where she stands, we stand 


Parliament confirms the Government's declaration of war. 


The Maori Members of Parliament request that members of 
their race should again be permitted to offer for military 
service as a racial unit. 


6 September 


INTERNATIONAL - South Africa declares war on Germany. 


NEW ZEALAND - The Cabinet authorises the mobilisation of a 
Special Force of 6600 men of all ranks between the ages of 21 
and 45 for active service within or beyond New Zealand. 


Ze 


SEPTEMBER 1939 


8 September 


NEW ZEALAND = The Minister of Defence (F. Jones) announces that 
enlistment for the Special Force is to be entirely voluntary. 


10 September 
INTERNATIONAL - Canada declares war on Germany. 


11 September 


NEW ZEALAND - The Air Department calls for volunteers for 
aircrew and for ground staff to serve with the RAF or the 
RNZAF for the duration of the war. The age limits for 
aircrew are 174 to 28 years, and for non-flying staff 18 
to 45 years. 


12 September 


NEW ZEALAND - Voluntary enlistment opens for the Special Force. 
On the first day enlistments total 5419; by 5 October, 14,983. 


14 September 


NEW ZEALAND —- The Government cables an offer to the United. 
Kingdom to raise a fully trained division in three echelons, 
and to supply further troops for garrison duty. 

New Zealand waives claim to 40 Wellington bombers 
previously ordered, and men of the New Zealand Ferry Flight 
in England are placed at the disposal of the RAF. 


16 September 


UNITED KINGDOM: - The High Commissioner for New Zealand in 
London (W.J. Jordan) advises the Prime Minister that Major- 
General B. C. Freyberg offers his services to New Zealand. 


17 September 
EUROPE - Soviet troops enter eastern Poland. 


18 September 


NEW ZEALAND - A request is received from the Maori people for 
the establishment of a Maori unit for active service. 


20 September 
NEW ZEALAND - Petrol rationing is introduced. 


214 September 


NEW ZEALAND - Colonel F.T. Bowerbank is appointed Director- 
General of Medical Services, New Zealand Military Forces. 


27 September 


NEW ZEALAND - The Special Force Emergency Regulations are 
gazetted, A section of the Defence Forces of New Zealand 
established under the Defence Act 1909 is to be known as the 
Special Force, the members of which are enlisted for service 
within or beyond New Zealand for the duration of the war and 
12 months thereafter. 

Officers and NCOs of the First Echelon of the Special 
Force enter camp. 


D0 


SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1939 


29 September 


EUROPE - Germany and the Soviet Union agree to the partition 
of Poland. 


4 October 


NEW ZEALAND -. The first drafts of the First Echelon of the 
Special Force enter camps at Papakura, Hopuhopu, Ngaruawahia, 
frentham and Burnham. The units formed include Headquarters 
New Zealand Division,* Divisional Cavalry, HQ Divisional 
Artillery, 4 Field Regiment, HQ New Zealand Engineers, 4? Field 
Park Company, 6 Field Company , Divisional Signals, HQ 4 
Infantry Brigade, 18 Battalion, 19 Battalion, 20 Battalion, 
27 (Machine Gun) Battalion, HQ Divisional Army Service Corps, 
Divisional Ammunition Company, Divisional Petrol Company, 
Divisional Supply Company, 4 Reserve Mechanical Transport 
Company, Divisional Provost Company, 4 Field Ambulance and 

4 Field Hygiene Section. 


4 October 


NEW ZEALAND - The Patriotic Purposes Emergency Regulations are 
issued. They establish a National Patriotic Council, provin- 
cial patriotic councils, National Patriotic Fund, provincial 
patriotic funds, and a National Patriotic Fund Board. 

The decision to establish a rifle battalion from members 
of the Maori race for service as combatant troops in or beyond 
New Zealand is announced. 


7? October 


NEW ZEALAND - The adoption is announced of a RNZAF ensign 
identical with the ensign of the RAF except that it has the 
letters 'NZ' in white superimposed on the red roundel on the 
fly. 


9 October 


NEW ZEALAND - Recruiting begins for 28 (Maori) Battalion, for 
which enlistment remains voluntary throughout the war. 


14 October 


NEW ZEALAND - The Occupational Re-establishment Emergency 
Regulations are gazetted, imposing upon employers the duty of 
reinstating employees after absence on military service. 


26 October 


UNITED KINGDOM - A New Zealand anti-tank battery (which later 
becomes 34 Battery of 7 Anti-Tank Regiment) is raised from 
volunteers in the United Kingdom. 


7? October 


UNITED KINGDOM ~- The New Zealand Delegation led by the acting 
Prime Minister (Peter Fraser) arrives in London for a conference 
of Dominions' Ministers. 


*The title 2 New Zealand Division is not adopted officially 
until 29 June 1942. 


4. 


NOVEMBER~DECEMBER 1939 


8 November 


NEW ZEALAND - The officers of the Second Echelon of the Special 
Force enter camp. 


23 November 


NEW ZEALAND — The Prime Minister (M.J. Savage) announces that 
the First Echelon will go overseas to an undisclosed destination 
under the command: of Major-General B.C. Freyberg upon completion 
of preliminary training and when suitable shipping and naval 
escorts have been arranged. 


25 November 


NEW ZEALAND - Maoris enter Army School at Trentham to train as 
officers and NCOs for 28 (Maori) Battalion. 


4 December 


EGYPT - Major-General B.C. Freyberg leaves London by air for 
New Zealand. On the way he chooses Maadi, eight miles south 
of Cairo, as the site for the 2 NZEF camp. 


11 December 


NEW ZEALAND - The Advanced Party of the First Echelon (20 
officers and 91 other ranks) sails from Wellington in Awatea 
for Sydney. (The party travels by train from Sydney to 
Melbourne, joins the Advanced Party of the Australian Imperial 
Force in Strathallan on 15 December for the next stage of the 
songns? to Egypt, and disembarks at Port Said on 7 January 


12 December 


NEW ZEALAND - The Second New Zealand Expeditionary Force is 
adopted officially as the title of the Special Force. 


14 December 


SOUTH ATLANTIC — HMS Achilles, six-inch cruiser of the 
New Zealand Division of the Royal Navy, takes part with 
HMS Exeter and HMS Ajax in the action off the River Plate 


against the German pocket battleship Admiral Graf Spee. 
The Graf Spee is scuttled four days later. | 
14 December 
NEW ZEALAND - The First Echelon of 2 NZEF is placed on ‘active 
service'; the troops go on final leave of about 14 days. 


17 December 


CANADA — An Empire’ air training agreement is signed at Ottawa 
on behalf of the Governments of the United Kingdom, Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand. 


25 December 


NEW ZEALAND - Major-General B.C. Freyberg, who is to command 
2NZEF, arrives in New Zealand, where he confers'‘with the War 
Cabinet and Chiefs of Staff. 


DECEMBER 1939-JANUARY 1940 


28-40 December 


NEW ZEALAND - Troops of the First Echelon return to the 
mobilisation camps on the completion of their final leave. 


4 January 


NEW ZEALAND - Units of the First Echelon of 2 NZEF parade 
in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch. 


5 January 


NEW ZEALAND - The Expeditionary Force Regulations 1940 are 
issued, revoking the Special Force Emergency Regulations 1939. 
There is to be a section of the Defence Forces of New Zealand 
under the Defence Act 1909 to be known as the Second New 
Zealand Expeditionary Force. 

Major-General B.C. Freyberg is appointed General Officer 
Commanding 2 NZEF and is to exercise command while that force 
is outside New Zealand; he is also General Officer Commanding 
New Zealand Division. He receives a charter from the Govern- 
rent which says that the GOC 2 NZEF overseas will act in 
accordance with the instructions he receives from the Commander- 
in-Chief under whom he is serving, subject only to the require- 
ments of the Government of New Zealand. 

Other appointments include the Officer Commanding Artillery 
2 NZ=P and Commander Divisional Artillery (Brigadier R. Miles), 
e-3 Ccormcmsanécer 4 Infantry Brigade (Brigadier E. Puttick). 

Tee First Echeion of 2 NZEF (354 officers and 6175 other 


reves, 2aroarss for tne Middle East in Empress of Canada, 
Sirsizsiré, Crion and Rangitata at Wellington, and in Dunera 

Sic teszi at Lyttelton. (After crossing the Tasman Sea 
ccxuvoyr 1S joined by the Australian transports Empress of 
can, Crceades, Otranto, Orford, and Strathnaver. The naval 
escort comprises: between Wellington and Sydney, HMAS Canberra, 
EL+S Australia, HMS Ramillies and HMS Leander; Sydney-Fremantle, 
Canberra, Australia and Ramillies; Fremantle-Colombo, Ramillies, 
Hs Kent and the French cruiser Suffren; Colombo-Aden-Port 
Tewfik, Ramillies, HMS Sussex, HMAS Hobart, HMS Westcott and 
HS Eagle. The convoy reaches Fremantie on 20 January, Colombo 


on 340 January, and Port Tewfik on 12 February.) 


Cuct iY 
{ 
jw qo 


(yy fv 


10 January 


AUSTRALIA - Major-General B.C. Freyberg leaves the First Echelon 
convoy at Sydney. (He arrives at Cairo by air on 22 January. 
During his absence Brigadier E. Puttick commands the First 
Echelon. ) 


42 January 


NEW ZEALAND - The first drafts of other ranks of the Second 
Echelon of 2 NZEF enter camp at Papakura, Ngaruawahia, Trentham 
and Burnham. The units formed include 5 Field Regiment, 

? Anti-Tank Regiment, 7 Field Company, HQ 5 Infantry Brigade, 
21 Battalion, 22 Battalion, 23 Battalion, 5 Field Ambulance, 

1 General Hospital and 1 Convalescent Depot, and details of 
other units. 


26 January 
NEW ZEALAND - 28 (Maori) Battalion assembles at Palmerston North. 


6. 


FEBRUARY-APRIL 1940 


1 February 


NEW ZEALAND -. The officers of the Third Echelon of 2 NZEF 
enter camp. 


12 February 


EGYPT - The voyage of the First Echelon from New Zealand ends 
at Port Tewfik. The troops disembark and entrain for Maadi 
Camp. 


14 February 


NEW ZEALAND - The Railway Construction and Maintenance Group 
(including 9 Railway Survey Company and 10 Railway Construction 
Company) of the New Zealand Engineers begins training at 
Burnham Camp; ‘11 Forestry Company is formed at Papakura. 


23 February 


NEW ZEALAND # HMS Achilles returns from the South Atlantic 
Station. 


24 February 


EGYPT - The Maadi Tent, organised by the residents of Maadi 
township for the troops’ recreation, is open to members of 
2 NZEF. 


March 


NEW ZEALAND - No. 1 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron RNZAF is 
formed (as the New Zealand General Reconnaissance Squadron) at 
Whenuapai. (It serves in the Pacific from October 1943 to 
June 1945.) 


27 March 
NEW ZEALAND - The Prime Minister (M. J. Savage) dies. 


1 April 
NEW ZEALAND —- Peter Fraser becomes Prime Minister. 


UNITED KINGDOM - No. 75 New Zealand Squadron, the first 
Commonwealth squadron in Bomber Command of the RAF, is formed 
at the RAF Station at Feltwell in Norfolk. Until the end of 
the war in Europe it operates as a heavy bomber unit of the 
RAF Bomber Command. 


9 April 


EUROPE - Germany invades Denmark and Norway. Some New 
Zealanders serving with the RAF, including bomber crews of 
No. 75 New Zealand Squadron, participate in the ensuing 
campaign in Norway, which concludes with the evacuation of 
the Allied Expeditionary Force in June 1940. 


17 April 


UNITED KINGDOM - 34 Anti-Tank Battery leaves England for 
Egypt. (It arrives at Maadi Camp on 25 April.) 


Ve 


APRIL-MAY 1940 
22 April 


UNITED KINGDOM - Air Vice-Marshal K. R. Park, a New Zealander 
in the RAF, is appointed Air Officer Commanding No. 11 Group, 
Fighter Command, defending London and South England. 


22-26 April 


EGYPT - A New Zealand Divisional exercise is held in the 
El Saff area. 


27 April 


NEW ZEALAND - Civic, farewells for the Second Echelon of | 
2 NZEF are held at Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and 
Dunedin. 


29 April 


The Empire Air Training Scheme commences in Canada, Australia 
and New Zealand. (The Scheme begins in South Africa on 
8 August 1940.) 


1 May 


NEW ZEALAND — Brigadier J. Hargest is appointed to command 5 
Infantry Brigade, and Brigadier H. E. Barrowclough to command 
6 Infantry Brigade. Right Reverend G.V. Gerard is appointed 
Senior Chaplain to the Forces. 


2 May 


NEW ZEALAND - The Second Echelon of 2 NZEF (428 officers and 
6410 other ranks) sails from Wellington in Aquitania, Empress 
of Britain and Empress of Japan and is joined by the Andes 
which the previous day has embarked troops at Lyttelton. 
(The convoy is escorted by Leander and the Australian cruisers 
Australia and Canberra, and is joined off Sydney by queen Mary 
and Mauretania and in Bass Strait by Empress of Canada from 
Melbourne. While the convoy is in the Indian Ocean its 
destination is changed from the Middle East to the United 
Kingdom and it is diverted to the Cape of Good Hope.) 
Brigadier H. E. Barrowclough and members of the head- 


quarters staff of 6 Infantry Brigade accompany the Second 
Echelon as observers. 


10 May 
EUROPE - Germany invades Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg. 
Neville Chamberlain resigns as Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom and is succeeded by Winston Churchill. 
New Zealand airmen serving with RAF squadrons take part 
in the campaign on the Continent. 


12-13 May 


SUROPE - The Germans break through at Sedan on the French 
front. 


8. 
‘MAY-JUNE 1 


13 May 


EGYPT - Egypt severs diplomatic relations with Italy. 
Subsequently units of 2 NZEF are given security duties in 
Cairo: 18, 19 and 20 Battalions in turn are stationed at 
the Kasr-el-Nil Barracks; 27 (Machine Gun) Battalion has 
detachments at the Citadel and about the airfields at 
Heliopolis and Helwan. 


44 May 
EUROPE —- Holland capitulates to Germany. 


15 May 


EUROPE - Among the 80 aircraft of the RAF which launch the 
first major bombing raid against Germany are six Wellingtons 
of No. 75 New Zealand Squadron. New Zealand bomber crews 
are frequent participants in the air offensive against 
Germany and occupied Europe throughout the war. | 


15-17 May 


NEW ZEALAND - The main drafts of the Third Echelon of 2 NZEF 
enter camp at Papakura, Trentham and Burnhan. The units 
formed include 6 Field Regiment, HQ 6 Infantry Brigade, 24 
Battalion, 25 Battalion, 26 Battalion, 6 Field Ambulance and 
2 General Hospital. The contingent also includes details of 
other units and reinforcements. 


16 May 


INDIAN OCEAN - HMS Leander, six-inch cruiser of the New 
Zealand Division of the Royal Navy, leaves the Australian- 
New Zealand convoy in the Indian Ocean and proceeds 
independently to the Middle East, and for nearly six months 
is the senior ship of the naval force protecting convoys in 
the Red Sea. 


26-31 May 
SOUTH AFRICA -— The Second Echelon of 2 NZEF is at Capetown. 


26 May-4 June. 


EUROPE - The evacuation of the British forces in France from 
.Dunkirk begins and is completed nine days later. The RAF 
fighter patrols giving protection over Dunkirk are controlled 
by No. 11 Fighter Group, commanded by the New Zealander, 

Air Vice-Marshal K.R. Park. New Zealand airmen take part in 
these operations. 


28 May 
EUROPE - Belgium capitulates to Germany. 


5 June 


NEW ZEALAND —- The Government decides to raise and train an 
infantry brigade group for Fiji. 


9. 
JUNE 1940 


9 June 


EGYPT — A detachment of New Zealand Divisional Signals leaves 
Maadi Camp for Maaten Baggush to become part of Corps Signals 
for the Western Desert Force. 


10-11 June 


INTERNATIONAL - Italy declares war on Britain and France at 
midnight. New Zealand declares war on Italy on the 11th. 


14-14 June 


NEW ZEALAND - The German raider Orion mines at night the 
entrance to the Hauraki Gulf. 


16 June 


UNITED KINGDOM - Second Echelon of 2 NZEF arrives at Greenock, 
Scotland, after a voyage of 17,000 miles from New Zealand. 


17 June 


EGYPT - Major-General B.C. Freyberg leaves by air for the 
United Kingdom, where he is to spend the next three months 
with the Second Echelon. During his absence Brigadier E. 
Puttick commands the New Zealand troops in Egypt, and 
Colonel L. M. Inglis is temporary commander of 4 Infantry 
Bri gade ° 


18 June 


NEW ZEALAND - The National Service Emergency Regulations are 
issued. A Director of National Service is to be appointed, 
subject to the control of the Minister of National Service, 
and the General Reserve of all persons who have attained the 
age. of 16 is established. Reservists may be directed to 
perform any services, and employees may be directed to remain 
in specified industries. Any person may appeal when compli- 
ance with the direction would cause undue hardship. Men may 
be called up for service with the armed forces in New Zealand 
or elsewhere. Every man has a right of appeal to an Armed 
Forces Appeal Board if his calling up is contrary to the 
public interest because of his occupation, or if it causes 
undue hardship to himself or others, or if he conscientiously 
objects to serving with the armed forces. 

(During five years of conscription under these regulations 
406,000 men are called up for service, and of them over 5100 
lodge appeals on grounds of conscientious objection. Approx- 
imately 3000 of such appeals are heard by Appeal Boards, and 
of these 600 are allowed, 1200 are dismissed, subject to the 
men concerned being called upon only for non-combatant duties, 
and 1200 are dismissed outright; of the 2400 whose appeals 
are dismissed, two-thirds accept the position and do as they 
are directed, and 800 who refuse become military defaulters. ) 


10. 


JUNE-JULY 1940 
18 June 


EGYPT - Part of 4 Infantry Brigade leaves Maadi Camp for the 
Western Desert: 18 and 19 Battalions go to Garawla, east of 
Mersa Matruh, and are to be employed on the construction of 
an anti-tank ditch at Wadi Naghamish; 4 Reserve MT Company 
is to carry supplies from Matruh to forward depots. At 
intervals of about three or four weeks the units at Garawla 
are relieved by those at Maadi: 20 Battalion and a Composite 
Battalion take turns with 18 and 19 Battalions. 


UNITED KINGDOM - The Second Echelon arrives at Aldershot. 
The troops are to be accommodated in camps at Mytchett and 
thereabouts. 


19 June 


NEW ZEALAND - Niagara, bound from Auckland for Suva and 
Vancouver, is sunt by a mine between Bream Head and Mokohinau 
Island. 


eco June 


EUROPE - An Armistice is signed by France and Germany at 
Compiegne. Hostilities cease three days later. 


4 June 


NEW ZEALAND - The General Reserve Classification Order is 
issued. The Reserve consists of three divisions: (1) 
unmarried reservists between 19 and 46 years of age (2) 
married reservists within the same age limits, and (3) all 
other reservists. 


29 June 


UNITED KINGDOM - In the Second Echelon of 2 NZEF a Mixed 
Brigade including 28 (Maori) Battalion and 29 (Composite) 
Battalion is formed under the command of Brigadier H. E. 
Barrowclough. (The 29th (Composite) Battalion becomes 29 
Battalion on 10 August and the Mixed Brigade becomes 7 
Infantry Brigade on 13 August.) 


6 July 
UNITED KINGDOM - King George VI visits Second Echelon of 
2 NZEF. 

12 July 


EGYPT - The first casualty in 2 NZEF from enemy action: 
Corporal O.T. Pussell (4 Reserve MT Company) is wounded 
during an air raid.at Mersa Matruh. 


16 July 


EUROPE - Adolf Hitler issues the ‘Sea Lion’ directive for the 
invasion of Britain, the preparations for which are to be 
completed by mid-August. 


11. 


JULY-AUGUS? 1940 
16 July 


NEW ZEALAND - The Prime Minister (Peter Fraser) announces the 
formation of the War Cabinet, composed of five representatives 
of the two major political parties (three from Labour and two 
from National), to direct New Zealand's war effort. The 
general Cabinet is to continue to function in the normal way. 


17 July 


UNITED KINGDOM — The Second Echelon of 2 NZEF comes under the 
control of the Commander-in-Chief, Home Forces, and with 1 
Canadian Division and 1 Armoured Division forms 7 Corps under 
the command of Major-General A.G.L. McNaughton. The task 
allotted is ‘to counter-attack and destroy any enemy force 
invading the counties of Surrey-Kent-Sussex-Hampshire which 
was not destroyed by the troops of the Eastern and Southern 
Commands. ' 


22 July 


NEW ZEALAND - The last day for voluntary enlistment for 
overseas service. The total number of volunteers is 59,644. 


24 July 
EGYPT - 4 General Hospital is formed. 


5 August 


UNITED KINGDOM - The Railway Construction and Maintenance 
Group leaves Gourock, Scotland, in Franconia, and 1 Conval- 
escent Depot and part of 1 General Hospital leave Glasgow 
in Andes for Egypt. (The two medical units arrive at Port 
Tewfik on 15 September and the railway engineers next day.) 


8 August 


UNITED KINGDOM -—- The Battle of Britain begins. In each phase 
of the battle New Zealand airmen serving with the RAF partici- 
pate in patrols and interception of the eneny. 


13 August 


UNITED KINGDOM —- Alder Tag (Eagle Day): the beginning of the 
Battle of Britain (German version). 


16 August 


NEW ZEALAND - The Emergency Reserve Corps Regulations are 
issued. The corps is established to assist in securing 
public safety, the defence of New Zealand and the prosecution 
of the war, and the maintenance of supplies and services 
essential to the life of the community. The corps consists 

of the Home Guard, all emergency precautions organisations, 
the Women's War Service Auxiliary, and any other organisations 
oF people the Minister of National Service may declare part 

of it. 


12. 


AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1940 
17 August 


EUROPE -—- Hitler declares the total blockade of the British 
Isles. 


20 August 


TASMAN SEA —- The German raider Orion sinks the steamer 
Turakina about 260 miles from Cape Egmont after a brief 
action. 


27 August 


NEW ZEALAND - The Third Echelon of 2 NZEF (456 officers and 
6078 other ranks) embarks for the Middle East in Mauretania 
and Enpress of Japan at Wellington and in Orcades at Lyttelton. 
(The ships from Wellington and Lyttelton meet in Cook Strait 
next day, and are escorted by Achilles. The convoy is joined 
on 31 August by Aquitania and HMAS Canberra from Sydney, and 
reaches Bombay on 15 September. The troops in Mauretania and 
Orcades are trans-shipped at Bombay and continue the voyage to 
Egypt in Empress of Japan, Ormonde and Orion, which reach Port 
Tewfik on 35 September. 14 and 15 Forestry Companies, bound 
for the United Kingdom, trans-ship at Bombay from Empress of 
Japan to Orcades. They disembark at Gourock on 7 November. 
Some troops of the Third Echelon (6 Field Ambulance and 
infantry reinforcements) remain in India from 17 September to 
9 October (spending part of that time at Deolali), before 
embarking at Bombay in Felix Roussel for Egypt. They disembark 
at Port Said on 27 October. 


4 September 


UNITED KINGDOM - The Prime Minister (Winston Churchill) inspects 
the Second Echelon of 2 NZEF at Mytchett. 


5 September 


UNITED KINGDOM - Units of the Second Echelon leave Aldershot 
for defensive positions in the Kent and Sussex coastal sectors 
as reserve for a counter-offensive in the event of an invasion. 


? September 


EGYPT - HQ New Zealand Division arrives at El Daba from Maadi. 
Already in the Western Desert are Divisional Cavalry, 4 Field 
Regiment, 4 Infantry Brigade (18, 19 and 20 Battalions) and 27 
(Machine Gun) Battalion, located at Baggush (where the New 
Zealanders are to prepare the defensive system of the Baggush 
Box), El Daba, or Ikingi Maryut. 


10 September 


NEW ZEALAND - An Advanced Party of 1 Section, 8 Infantry Brigade 
Group of 2 NZEF (eight officers and four other ranks), embarks 
in Awatea at Auckland for Fiji. 


15. 


SEPTEMBER 1940 
14 September 


EGYPT - HQ New Zealand Division moves from El Daba to Baggush 
in the Western Desert. 

The first ‘killed in action' casualty in 2 NZEF in the 
Second World War: Private G. R. Osborn (4 Reserve MI Company) 
is killed by a thermos bomb explosion in the Western Desert. 


14 September 


EGYPT - Italian forces from Libya under Field Marshal Graziani 
cross the Egyptian frontier and take Sollum; during the next 
few days they advance towards Sidi Barrani. 


15 September 


EGYPT - 1 Convalescent Depot and a detachment of 1 General 
Hospital arrive at Port Tewfik from the United Kingdom. 


16 September 


EGYPT - Railway Construction and Maintenance Group arrives at 
Port Tewfik from the United Kingdon. 


17 September 


EUROPE - Operation 'Sea Lion' (proposed German invasion of 
Great Britain) is postponed until further notice. 


20-24 September 


NEW ZEALAND - HQ 8 Infantry Brigade opens at Ngaruawahia on 
the 20th. B Force (as 8 Infantry Brigade Group is known) 
begins to assemble when 30 Battalion is formed at Ngaruawahia 
on the 22nd and 29 Battalion at Te Rapa on the 23rd. Other 
elements of the brigade group are 20 Field Company (formed at 
Papakura on 30 August), 35 Field Battery (formed at Papakura 
on 1 September), 7 Field Ambulance (formed at Trentham on 6 
September) and 4 Composite Company NZASC (formed at Papakura 
on 26 September). 


22-23 September 


UNITED KINGDOM —- Major-General B.C. Freyberg and the GSO 1 
New Zealand Division (Colonel K.L. Stewart) leave the United 
Kingdom at night by air for Egypt. (They reach Divisional 
Headquarters at Baggush on the 25th.) Brigadier R. Miles 
commands the section of 2 NZEF in the United Kingdon.. 


24 September 
SZ& ZEALAND - Major-General Sir Andrew H. Russell is appointed 
Inspector-General, New Zealand Military Forces. 

27 September 


INTERNATIONAL - Japan joins the Axis Powers: the Tripartite 
Fact between Germany, Italy and Japan is signed at Berlin. 


14. 


SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1940 
27 September 


EGYPT - Major-General B.C. Freyberg resumes command of 2 NZEF, 
and Brigadier E. Puttick command of 4 Infantry Brigade; 
Brigadier L.M. Inglis assumes temporary command of 6 Infantry 
Brigade. 


PACIFIC - A German raider shells the Nauru Island phosphate 
loading plant. 


29 September 


EGYPT - The Third Echelon of 2 NZEF arrives at Port Tewfik 
from New Zealand. 

HQ New Zealand Division returns to Maadi Camp from the 
Western Desert. 

Railway Construction and Maintenance Group leaves Maadi 
Camp for the Western Desert to begin preparatory work for the 
extension of the railway west of Mersa Matruh. 


October 
FIJI -— No. 4 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron RNZAF is formed 
(as No. 4 General Reconnaissance Squadron). (It is based in 


Fiji until November 1944 and elsewhere in the Pacific until 
September 1945.) 


1 October 


EGYPT - HQ 2 NZEF is constituted as a unit of 2 NZEF in the 
Middle East and is to be responsible for all matters of 2 
NZEF policy and the administration of the force as a whole. 
Colonel W. G. Stevens is appointed Officer in Charge of 
Administration 2 NZEF. Colonel K. MacCormick is appointed 
Deputy Director of Medical Services 2 NZEF. 


4 October 


UNITED KINGDOM - 1 General Hospital embarks at Gourock, Scotland, 
for Egypt in Georgic, which sails three days later. (It reaches 
Port Tewfik on 16 November. ) 


5 October 


UNITED KINGDOM - Brigadier J. Hargest succeeds Brigadier R. 
Miles (who leaves for Egypt) in command of the section of 
2 NZEF in the United Kingdon. Brigadier A.S. Falconer is 
appointed temporary commander of 5 Infantry Brigade. 


8 October 


EGYPT — 4 General Hospital, which has functioned in the Grand 
Hotel at Helwan since 41 July, hands over to 2 General Hospital 
and is disbanded. -— 


9 October 


NEW ZEALAND - The main Advanced Party of 1 Section of 8 
Infantry Brigade Group (five officers and 289 other ranks, 
including 18 Army Troops Company) embarks at Auckland in 
Aorangi for Fiji. (It arrives at Suva three days later.) 


15. 
OC >C RER—-NOVEMBER 1940 
10 October 


TINI®ED KINGDOM —- 29 Battalion is transferred to 5 Infantry 
srigade from 7 Infantry Brigade, which is disbanded. 


10 October-28 December 


4=a ZEALAND - Major-General Sir Andrew Russell acts as Chief 
of the General Staff and First Military Member of the Army 
Soard during the absénce from New Zealand of Major-General 
Sir John Duigan. 


11 October 


=SYPT - The first detachment of the Railway Operating Group 
=ces to the Western Desert to assist the Egyptian staff on 
the railway to Mersa Matruh. 


142 October 
EUROPE - Hitler calls off the invasion of Britain for 1940. 


14 October 


SSYPT - Brigadier H. E. Barrowclough arrives by air from the 
~nited Kingdom and resumes command of 6 Infantry Brigade. 


o7? October 


EGYPT - Part of the Third Echelon (6 Field Ambulance and 

infantry reinforcements), which remained in India from 17 
September to 9 October, disembarks from Felix Roussel at 

Port Said. 


28 October 


=UROPE - Italy invades Greece. The Greeks appeal for British 
help. 


NEW ZEALAND - The First Section of 8 Infantry Brigade Group of 

2 NZEF (60 officers and 890 other ranks) embarks at Wellington 

for Fiji in Rangatira and Monowai. (It arrives at Suva four 

cays later.) Brigadier W.H. Cunningham is appointed to command 
= Infantry Brigade Group.* 


41 October 


UNITED KINGDOM - The Battle of Britain concludes as a decisive 
victory for the RAF over the German Luftwaffe. Since 10 July 
3/2? German aircraft have been destroyed and the British Fighter 
sor mzand has lost 915 machines. During the battle 47 New Zealand 
air>zen were killed, including 15 fighter pilots, 24 bomber and 
eizht coastal aircrew. 


o-4 November 


TNiTED KINGDOM - The units of the Second Echelon of 2 NZEF 
return to Aldershot. 


* The official title of 8 Brigade Group 2 NZEF is given by 
Crder in Council on 29 January 1941. 


‘16. 


NOVEMBER 1940 
4 November 
FIJI - HQ 8 Infantry Brigade Group is established in Suva. 


6 November 


FIJI —- The Fiji Defence Force and 8 Infantry Brigade Group 
are combined for operations but remain separate for admin- 
istration. Brigadier W.H. Cunningham is appointed Officer 
Commanding Troops in Fiji and Commandant of the Fiji Defence 
Force. 


7? November 


UNITED KINGDOM — 14 and 15 Forestry Companies arrive at 
Gourock from New Zealand, having left the Third Echelon of 
2 NZEF at Bombay. Their arrival in the United Kingdom 
leads to the establishment of the New Zealand Forestry 
Group, which also includes 11 Company. 


8 November 


NEW ZEALAND —- The First Section of the 4th Reinforcements of 

2 NZEF (83 officers and 1404 other ranks) embarks at Wellington 
for the Middle East in Batory and Maunganui. (The troops | 
transfer to Orion at Sydney and arrive at Port Tewfik on 

16 December. 


11 November 


NEW ZEALAND — The Second Section of 8 Infantry Brigade Group 

of 2 NZEF (48 officers and 852 other ranks) embarks at Auckland 
for Fiji in Rangatira and Monowai. (It arrives at Lautoka 
three days later.) 


MEDITERRANEAN -— British naval aircraft attack Italian warships 
in Taranto harbour. 


19 November 


NEW ZEALAND - The Third Section of 8 Infantry Brigade Group of 
2 NZEF (54 officers and 766 other ranks) embarks at Auckland 
for Fiji in Rangatira and Monowai. (This section arrives at 
Suva three days later.) When assembled in Fiji 8 Brigade 
comprises 29 Battalion, 30 Battalion, Reserve Battalion 
(afterwards 34 Battalion), 35 Field Battery, 18 Army Troops 
Company NZE, 4 Composite Company ASC, and 7 Field Ambulance. 


25 November 
PACIFIC -—- The German raider Komet sinks the New Zealand steamer 
Holmwood (546 tons) near the Chatham Islands. 

27 November 
PACIFIC —- The German raider Orion sinks the steamer Rangitane 
(16,172 tons) about 300 miles from East Cape. 

28 November 


EGYPT - The Chief of the General Staff (Major-General Sir John 
Duigan) arrives by air from New Zealand. (He leaves Egypt for 
New Zealand on 8 December.) 


17 6 
DECEMBER _419%0 


6 December 


EGYPT - 4 Reserve MT Company leaves Garawla with Indian troops 
to participate in the British offensive. Detachments of 
EZASC begin operating on lines of supply. 


8 December 


PACIFIC - The German raider Komet sinks the New Zealand steamer 
Komata (3900 tons) off Nauru Island. 


9 December 


=GYPT - The first British offensive begins. The New Zealand 
units which participate are: Divisional Signals detachment, 
with Corps Signals of Western Desert Force; 13 Railway 
construction Company and 16 and 17 Railway Operating Companies, 
employed on the Western Desert railway; 5 Field Park Company 
and 6 Field Company, on water supply installations; 4 Reserve 
¥T Company, on the provision of troop-carrying transport 
(including that for 4 Indian Division during its attacks on 
the Italian encampments near Sidi Barrani); transport from 

4 Infantry Brigade and NZASC units, carrying supplies and 
Italian prisoners of war. 


9-14 December 


EGYPT - Units of the New Zealand Division are transferred to 
Helwan from Maadi Camp, which continues to accommodate base 
and training units. 


10 December 
EGYPT - The Western Desert Force captures Sidi Barrani. 


14 December 


EUROPE - Hitler issues 'Marita' directive for invasion of 
Greece, probably in March 1941. 


16 December 
EGYPT - The Western Desert Force captures Sollun. 


17-18 December 


UNITED KINGDOM - Units of the Second Echelon of 2 NZEF leave 
for the Middle East, 7 Anti-Tank Regiment (less 4343 and 34 
2etteries) from Avonmouth in Rangitiki, 5 Field Regiment and 
scvanced parties of 5 Infantry Brigade from Liverpool in 


Sity of London and Elizabethville. (They reach Egypt on 
16 February 19471. ) : 


18 December 


=JROPE - Hitler issues 'Barbarossa' directive for the invasion 
of Soviet Russia, for which preparations should be ready by 
mid-May 1941. ‘Barbarossa’ is postponed on 27 March. 


2sTDo - The Railway Construction and Maintenance Group begins 
wcrz on the Western Desert railway extension westward from 
S:nilia, near Mersa Matruh. 


18. 
DECEMBER 1940-JANUARY 1947 


19 December 


NEW ZEALAND - The Second Section of the 4th Reinforcements 
of 2 NZEF (129 officers and 2191 other ranks) embarks at 


Wellington for the Middle East in Empress of Russia and 
Dominion Monarch. (Troops are transferred to Awatea and 
Aquitania at Sydney and to Khedive Ismail at Colombo.) 


EGYPT - Miss E. M. Nutsey is appointed Matron-in-Chief 
2 NZEF. 


CO December 


EGYPT ~ The Long Range Desert Group, which includes 
New Zealanders, leaves Cairo to raid Italian garrisons in 
South-West Libya. 


26-431 December 


EGYPT - NZASC and 4 Infantry Brigade vehicles transport 
Australian troops to the Libyan frontier and Capuzzo (in 
Libya). 


C7? December 


PACIFIC -— The German raider Komet shells and wrecks the 
phosphate plant at Nauru Island. 


28 December 


NEW ZEALAND - Major-General Sir Andrew Russell relinquishes 
the acting appointment of Chief of the General Staff and 
First Military Member of the Army Board. 


29 December 


EGYPT - Detachments of HQ New Zealand Division and HQ 
New Zealand Artillery arrive at Port Tewfik from the 
United Kingdon. 


January 


NEW ZEALAND - No. 2 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron RNZAF is 
formed (as No. 2 General Reconnaissance Squadron) at Nelson. 
(It serves in the Pacific from November 1944 to September 


1945.) 


1 January 


UNITED KINGDOM - The Second Echelon of 2 NZEF moves from 
Aldershot to the ports of embarkation; 2 NZEF Base Details 
remain. 


5 January 
LIBYA - Bardia is captured by the Western Desert Force. 


6 January 


NEW ZEALAND - 2O Field Company NZE embarks in Empress of 
Russia at Auckland for Fiji. (It relieves 18 Army Troops 
Company, which disembarks from Aorangi at Auckland on 14 
January. ) 


LIBYA - 4 Reserve MT Company transports Australian troops 
from Bardia to the Tobruk area. 


19. 


JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1941 
Je January 


UNITED KINGDOM ~ The Second Echelon of 2 NZEF, having embarked 
several days earlier in Athlone Castle at Liverpool and in 
Duchess of Bedford at Newport, sails in convoy from Belfast 

ugh for Egypt via Freetown, Capetown and Durban. (It arrives 
at Port Tewfik on 3 March.) 


10-14 January 


EGYPT - Divisional Cavalry, 4 Field Regiment, 4 Infantry Brigade 
and 27 (Machine Gun) Battalion return from the Western Desert 
to Helwan. 


22 January 
LIBYA - Tobruk surrenders to the Western Desert Force. 


24 January 


LIBYA -— 4 Reserve MT Company carries Australian troops from 
Tobruk to Derna. 


28 and 30 January 


EGYPT —- The Second Section of the 4th Reinforcements of 
e NZEF arrives at Port Tewfik. 


1 February 


NEW ZEALAND - The Third Section of the 4th Reinforcements of 

2 NZEF (181 officers and 3559 other ranks) embarks at 
Wellington for Egypt in Nieuw Amsterdam. This contingent 
includes 8 Field Company, 18 Army Troops Company, 21 Mechanical 
Equipment Company, 36 Survey Battery and’ 3 General Hospital. 


5 February 
EGYPT - The Railway Construction and Maintenance Group leaves 
the Western Desert for the Suez Canal Zone. 

7? February 


LIBYA - The Western Desert Force captures Benghazi. (Its 
leading elements reach the El Agheila locality three days 
later. 


11 February 
SOUTH AFRICA — Brigadier J. Hargest leaves the Second Echelon 
convoy at Capetown and-proceeds by air to Egypt. 

12 February 
LIBYA - General Erwin Rommel arrives at Tripoli. 


16 February 


EGYPT - 5 Field Regiment, part of 7 Anti-Tank Regiment, and 
the advanced party of the Second Echelon of 2 NZEF arrive at 
rort Tewfik from the United Kingdon. When these units reach 
=elwan Camp the Divisional Artillery is complete for the first 
tige. 


20. 
FEBRUARY-MARCH 1941 


22 February 


INDIA - The Third Section of the 4th Reinforcements of 2 NZEF 
arrives at Bombay. (Two days later 21 Mechanical Equipment. 
Company, 18 Army Troops Company, 36 Survey Battery and 3 
General Hospital enter Deolali Camp, about 100 miles from the 
city. Part of the draft, including 8 Field Company, sails 
from Bombay in Nevassa for Egypt on 25 February; the remainder 
embarks in Empress of Australia, Windsor Castle, Nieuw Zeeland 
and Indrapoera on March. The first part arrives at Port 
Tewfik on 15 March, the second on the 22nd and 23rd.) 


27 February 


INDIAN OCEAN —- HMS Leander sinks the Italian armed motor-vessel 
Ramb I. 


28 February 


EGYPT - The first units of the New Zealand Division leave 

Helwan for Amiriya, near Alexandria, in readiness to sail for 

Greece. The other units follow during the next three weeks. 
The 4th Reserve MT Company, the last unit of the 

New Zealand Division to return from the Western Desert, 

arrives at Helwan. 


1 March 


EUROPE - The German forces in Rumania begin to cross the Danube 
River into Bulgaria and are able to approach the borders of 
Greece. 


UNITED KINGDOM - No. 485 New Zealand Squadron is formed at the 
RAF Station at Driffield in Yorkshire. (This is a day-fighter 
squadron until March 1944, when it is transferred to fighter 
bombing. It operates from England until August 1944, when it 
roles) Continent to fly in a fighter and fighter-bomber 
role. 


4 March 


EGYPT - The Second Echelon of 2 NZEF reaches Egypt from the 
United Kingdon. With the arrival of 5 Infantry Brigade and 
the other units of this contingent, the bulk of 2 NZEF is 
concentrated in the Middle East for the first time. The 
Kiwi Concert Party is formed. 


5 March 


EGYPT - Brigadier J. Hargest resumes command of 5 Infantry 
Brigade and relinquishes command of the section of 2 NZEF in 
the United Kingdon. 


UNITED KINGDOM - 29. Battalion is disbanded. 


6 March 


EGYPT - Part of the New Zealand Division embarks at Alexandria 
and sails for Piraeus, the port of Athens. By the end of the 
month the whole Division, transported in several convoys is in 
Greece. New Zealand units which serve in Greece include HQ 
New Zealand Division, Divisional Cavalry, 4, 5 and 6 Field 
Regiments, 7 Anti-Tank Regiment, 5 Field Park Company, 6 and 7 


21. 
MARCH-APRIL 1941 


6 March Cont.) 


Field Companies, 19 Army Troops Company, Divisional Signals, 

27 (Machine Gun) Battalion, 4 Infantry Brigade (18, 19 and 

20 Battalions), 5 Infantry Brigade (21, 22 and 23 Battalions, 

28 (Maori) Battalion), 6 Infantry Brigade (24,25, and 26 
Battalions), Ammunition Company, Petrol Company, Supply Company, 
4 Reserve MT Company, Ordnance, 4, 5 and 6 Field Ambulances, 

4 Pield Hygiene Section, 1 General Hospital, Provost Company, 
and various detachments. 


11 March 
USA - The President signs the Lease-Land Act. 


15 March 


EGYPT - The first part of the Third Section of the 4th 
reinforcements of 2 NZEF (including 8 Field Company) arrives 
at Port Tewfik. 


ee-24 March 


=SYPT - The second part of the Third Section of the 4th 
zeinforcements of 2 NZEF (including 18 Army Troops Company, 
21 Mechanical Equipment Company, 36 Survey Battery and 3 
General Hospital) arrives at Port Tewfik. 


27 March 


EUROPE - A coup d'etat occurs in Yugoslavia. Hitler postpones 
‘Barbarossa’! invasion of Russia). 


28 March 


#EST AFRICA - No. 490 New Zealand Squadron RAF is formed at 
Jui, as a flying-—boat unit. 


28-29 March 


W=DITERRANEAN - The Royal Navy defeats the Italians off Cape 
Watapan. 


41 March 


LIBYA — Rommel's Africa Corps advances from El Agheila and 
compels the British to withdraw in Cyrenaica. 


April 


X= ZEALAND - No. 3 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron RNZAF is 
*-crmed (as No. 3 General Reconnaissance Squadron) at Harewood. 
.It serves in the Pacific from October 1942 to June 1945.) 


5 April 


S===CE - New Zealand Division comes under the command of 1 
tralian Corps: 4 and 6 Brigade groups are in the coastal 
tor of the Aliakmon Line, north of Mount Olympus, and 5 
=ade group covers passes on the slopes of Mount Olympus. 
mall Amindaion Detachment, which includes part of 27 
chine Gun) Battalion, guards the Monastir-Florina Gap. 
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22. 


APRIL 1944 
6 April 
EUROPE - Germany invades Greece and Yugoslavia. 


6-7 April 


GREECE - After an air raid on the harbour of Piraeus the 
explosion of Clan Fraser, carrying ammunition, does great 
damage. 


7 April 


NEW ZEALAND - The 5th Reinforcements of 2 NZEF (222 officers 
and 6066 other ranks) embark at Wellington for the Middle 
East in Mauretania and Nieuw Amsterdan. (The troops in the 
latter ship transfer to Aquitania at Singapore on 25 April. 
They reach Egypt on 13 May.) 


GREECE - Because of the possibility of encirclement by a 
German advance from Yugoslavia through the Monastir-Florina 
Gap, it is decided to abandon the Aliakmon Line. 


8-9 April 


GREECE - Mackay Force is formed to defend Klidhi Pass (south 
of the Monastir-Florina Gap) during the Allied withdrawal from 
the Aliakmon Line. It includes 27 (Machine Gun) Battalion 
(less two companies) and Australian and United Kingdom units. 
Fourth Brigade group begins withdrawal from the Aliakmon Line 
of Servia Pass, west of Mount Olympus. 


9-10 April 


GREECE - 6 Brigade group withdraws from the Aliakmon Line 
through 5 Brigade group at Olympus Pass. 


40 April 


GREECE - A. troop of Divisional Cavalry on the road north of 
Klidhi Pass is the first New Zealand detachment to make contact 
With the enemy in Greece. 


LIBYA - The Axis forces cut off and besiege the garrison of 
Tobruk; the rest of the British forces retire to the Egyptian 
frontier. 


10-11 April 


GREECE - On Mackay Force's front covering Klidhi Pass the 
Germans surprise and capture 11 men of 27 (Machine Gun) 
Battalion; these are the first members of 2 NZEF to become 
prisoners of war. 


11 April 


GREECE - New Zealand Division is in position guarding the 
mountain passes between the Aliakmon River and the Aegean 
Sea, with 4 Brigade group at Servia Pass, 5 Brigade group 
at Olympus Pass, 6 Brigade group in rear of the 5th, and 

21 Battalion blocking the coastal route at Platamon. 


23-6 


APRIL 1941 
12 April 


GREECE - The Germans break through at Klidhi Pass. To avoid 
encirclement the Allied forces must abandon the Mount Olympus- 
Aliakmon River line. 

The Germans approaching the Aliakmon River north of Mount 
Olympus are engaged by a Divisional Cavalry rearguard, in which 
E Troop of 5 Field Regiment fires the New Zealand Artillery's 
first shells against the enemy in the Second World War. 

The First Australian Corps (New Zealand Division and 6 
Sustralian Division) is redesignated 2 ANZAC Corps, commanded 
oy Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Blamey of the AIF. 


14 April 


GREECE - The Germans cross the Aliakmon River, from which 
Divisional Cavalry's rearguard withdraws. The 26th Battalion 
is sent to support 19 Australian Brigade west of Servia Pass. 
The Germans advancing from Klidhi Pass are delayed by rear- 
suards (including New Zealand machine-gunners) of Mackay Force. 


14-15 April 


G2ZEECE - 6 Brigade group (less 26 Battalion) goes to a rearguard 
rosition near Elasson, through which 4 and 5 Brigade groups are 
to withdraw from the Servia and Olympus passes. 


15-16 April 


GREECE - 1 General Hospital, which has been at Pharsala since 
22 March, is evacuated by railway and road to Athens. 


15 April 


GREECE - 4 Brigade group destroys a small German force which 
crosses the Aliakmon River near Servia Pass. With 19 
Australian Brigade, 26 Battalion begins to withdraw west of 
Servia Pass. A German armoured column attempts to force 

21 Battalion's position at Platamon. 


16 April 


GREECE - The Germans are halted at Olympus Pass by 5 Brigade 
=roup, which already has received orders to withdraw to the 
crest of the pass. At Platamon, 21 Battalion withdraws to 
avoid being overwhelmed by a superior force. 


17 April 


S==ECE ~- 5 Brigade group, while withdrawing from Mount Olympus, 
== hidden from German-aircraft by mountain mists. Allen Force 


-_~ 


a 


_<* Battalion, New Zealand Artillery detachments and Australian 
<rits) prepares to defend Pinios Gorge, between Mount Olympus and 
=z2 coast. 


17-18 April 


S===CE - 4 Brigade group withdraws from Servia Pass through 
~=Tisa to the Molos area. 


24. 


APRIL 1941 
18 April 


GREECE - 6 Brigade group at Elasson covers the withdrawal of 
New Zealand Division to the Molos area. The Germans force 
the Pinios Gorge, disperse 21 Battalion, and threaten Allen 
Force with encirclement, but are delayed while 6 Brigade group 
and Savige Force (an Australian formation) complete their 
withdrawal through Larisa on the night of the 18th-19th. 
Throughout the day German aircraft attack the convoys heading 
south, especially between Larisa and Molos. 


18-19 April 


GREECE - Allen Force (Australian and New Zealand units) scatters 
and withdraws south; 6 Brigade group withdraws through Larisa 
Savige Force (andustralian formation with New Zealand machine-gun 
and artillery detachments) withdraws from the Kalabaka area and 
is clear of Larisa shortly. before the Germans enter the town. 


19 April 


GREECE - After some confusion on the roads south of Larisa, 
5 Brigade group is complete near Molos. 


19-20 April 


GREECE - Anzac Corps completes its withdrawal to the Thermopylae 
Line and assembles behind the Sperkhios River with New Zealand 
Division on the coastal strip and 6 Australian Division on the 
range about Brallos Pass. | : 

6 Brigade group arrives in the Molos area, where it is 
rejoined by 26 Battalion. 


21 April 


GREECE - The British decide to withdraw from Greece. The 
embarkation of troops begins next day. 


22-23 April 


GREECE - From Thermopylae 4 Brigade withdraws to the Thebes 
area preparatory to taking up a rearguard position, and 5 
Brigade towards the beaches from which it is to be evacuated 
from Greece, 

The Greek Government goes to Crete. 


e4 April 


GREECE - The Germans attack 19 Australian Brigade at Brallos 
Pass and 6 Brigade group at Thermopylae, where the New Zealand 
Artillery halts a German armoured column. The Australians 
withdraw in the afternoon and the New Zealanders during the 
ensuing night. The Germans enter Molos after their departure, 


e4—25 April 


GREECE - 5 Brigade (21, 22, 23 and 28 Battalions) and other 
New Zealand troops embark on ships of the Royal Navy from Porto 
Rafti, near Athens, and disembark at Suda Bay, Crete. 

The nurses of 1 General Hospital leave from Navplion, in 
the Peloponnese, and disembark at Suda Bay. (They leave Crete 
for Egypt on 29 April.) 


25. 
APRIL 1941 


25 April 


GREECE - Isthmus Force is formed to hold the approaches to the 
Corinth Canal; 6 Brigade group, after passing through 4 
Brigade group at Kreikouki, is directed over the Corinth Canal 
into the Peloponnese. 


26 April 


GREECE - 4 Brigade group delays the Germans near Kreikouki. 
serman paratroops and glider-borne troops land near the bridge 
sver the Corinth Canal. The bridge is demolished and conse- 
suently the British forces in Greece are divided by the Corinth 
Canal. 


TNITED KINGDOM - 2 NZEF Base Details sail from Firth of Clyde 
Zor the Middle East in Reina del Pacifico. 


26-27 April 


S2S=ECE - Men of the New Zealand Artillery, 27 (Machine Gun) 
seattalion, Divisional Cavalry and other units embark from 

=27ina and Porto Rafti, near Athens; some are taken to Crete, 
csners to Egypt. New Zealanders are also evacuated from 
‘Navplion, in the Peloponnese. About half the men of various: 
=~stionalities who have gathered at Kalamata are evacuated; the 
326 Zealand Reinforcement Battalion is among the 8000 who remain. 
— Brigade withdraws to the vicinity of Porto Rafti. 


27. April 


G2EECE - The Germans enter Athens. 4 Brigade fights a brief 
erzagement near Porto Rafti before moving to the embarkation 
ceaches. 


27-28 April 


GREECE - 4 Brigade (18, 19 and 20 Battalions) and other troops 
embark at Rafina and Porto Rafti, near Athens, and are taken 
to Suda Bay, Crete. 


28-29 April 


SREECE - Senior commanders (including Major-General B.C. Freyberg), 
> Brigade (24,25 and 26 Battalions) and other troops embark at 
xonemnvasia, in the Peloponnese, and are taken to Suda Bay, where 
= =rizade trans-ships to continue the voyage to Egypt. The 
zzztexpt to evacuate the troops from Kalamata is abandoned, and 
ccnsequently 7000 surrender. Those who still remain at large 
i= Greece eventually escape to Crete or Egypt, or are captured 
wrile attempting to escape. At least 400 New Zealanders leave 
sreece by their own efforts or with the assistance of the Greeks. 

The New Zealand casualties in Greece are: 261 killed, 387 
wounded, 1856 prisoners’ (includes 212 wounded and 30 who die of 
wounds); total 2504. 


26. 


APRIL-MAY 1941 


30 April 


CRETE. - Major-General B.C. Freyberg is appointed General 
Officer Commanding Creforce (the forces in Crete). Brigadier 
E. Puttick is appointed temporary commander of New Zealand 
Division. New Zealand units which serve in Crete include 

HQ New Zealand Division, Divisional Cavalry, Divisional Signals, 
4 Infantry Brigade (18, 19 and 20 Battalions), 5 Infantry 
Brigade (21, 22, 23 and 28 Battalions), 27 (Machine Gun) 
Battalion, 4 and 5 Field Regiments, 7 Field Company, 19 Army 
Troops Company, Supply Company, Petrol Company, 4 Reserve MT 
Company, 5 and 6 Field Ambulances, 4 Field Hygiene Section, and 
various detachments. 


Co May 


EGYPT —- 6 Infantry Brigade returns from Greece via Crete and 
during the next few days enters Helwan Camp. 


7 May 


EGYPT - A prisoner-of-war guard from the Composite Training 
Depot, Maadi, leaves Port Tewfik in Dunera for South Africa. 
(This guard arrives at Durban on the 24rd, returns to Egypt 
I cea Richmond, and reaches Port Tewfik on 8 July 


9 May 


NEW ZEALAND - 1 Special Company (16 officers and 245 other ranks) 
embarks in Aorangi at Auckland for Australia. 


15 May 


EGYPL - The Sth Reinforcements of 2 NZEF arrive at Port Tewfik 
from New Zealand. (After disembarking, these troops are 
segregated in camp until 25 May because of an influenza 
epidemic. ) 


14 May 


CRETE - New Zealand Division is disposed with 5 Brigade in 

the Maleme-Platanias sector, which includes one of the three 
main airfields on the island, 4 Brigade near Canea as Creforce 
reserve with a counter-attack role, and 10 Brigade (which 
comprises detachments of Divisional Cavalry, artillery and 
ASC, and Greeks) at Galatas between 4 and 5 Brigades. 


NEW ZEALAND - The minesweeper HMNZS Puriri is.sunk by a mine 
explosion in the Hauraki Gulf. 
15 May 


EGYPT - The Prime Minister (P. Fraser) arrives in Egypt by air 
from New Zealand. Three days later he reviews some 5000 
survivors of the campaign in Greece at Helwan Camp. 


17 May 


CRETE - Brigadier L.M. Inglis assumes temporary command of 4 
Infantry Brigade. 


27. 


MAY 1941 
20 May 


CRETE - The Germans launch the airborne invasion. In 

New Zealand Division's sector their paratroops and glider- 
borne troops achieve little except at the Maleme airfield, 
from which c2 Battalion withdraws at the end of the day. 
Elsewhere in Crete the Germans do not reach their objectives. 


NEW ZEALAND ~ The first section of the 1 Relief for 8 Brigade 
Group (34 officers and 764 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in 
Rangatira at Auckland for Fiji. (The troops returning from 
Pat (41 officers and 767 other ranks) disembark from Rangatira 
at Auckland on 26 May.) 


e1-22 May 


CRETE - The Royal Navy attacks a German troop-carrying flotilla 
and thus frustrates the enemy's attempt to reinforce in Crete 
by sea. 


22 May 


CRETE - A counter-attack by 20 and 28 Battalions fails to 
recapture the Maleme airfield, where the Germans land 
reinforcements. 


22-24 May 


CRETE - King George II of Greece and party, with an escort 
from 12 Platoon of 18 Battalion, are evacuated by sea to 


Egypt. 


24-24 May 


CRETE - 5 Brigade withdraws eastwards behind the Galatas line, 
held by 4 Brigade. 


25 May 


CRETE - 4 Brigade's front between Galatas and the north coast 
is forced back eastwards. The Germans capture the village of 
Galatas, but 24 Battalion and elements of 18 and 20 Battalions 
retake it in a counter-attack at night. 10 Brigade ceases to 
exist. 

26 May 


CRETE - New Zealand Division begins a general withdrawal from 
positions west of Canea towards Suda. 


NEW ZEALAND —- The second section of 1 Relief for 8 Brigade 
Group (33 officers and 883 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in 
Rangatira and Monowai at Auckland for Fiji. (The troops 
relieved in Fiji (46 officers and 705 other ranks) disembark 
from Rangatira at Auckland on 2 June.) 


27? May 


CRETE - Orders are given at the War Office for the British 
evacuation of Crete. New Zealand Division completes its 
withdrawal from the Canea area to Stilos, south of Suda Bay. 
While holding a line at '42nd Street' 5 Brigade and 19: 
Australian Brigade repulse a German attempt to cut the road 
west of Suda. 4 Brigade leaves Stilos for the Askifou Plain, 
the next stage of the withdrawal, which involves an extremely 
arduous march over the White Mountains. 


28. 


MAY-JUNE 1941 


28 May 


CRETE - Rearguards of 28 (Maori) Battalion and British 
commandos cover the withdrawal of 5 Brigade and 19 Australian 
Brigade southward from the Stilos area. 


EGYPT - 6 Brigade leaves Helwan for the Suez Canal Zone to 
assume a defensive role against airborne or Fifth Column 
attack. 


28-29 May 


CRETE - 5 Brigade. and 19 Australian Brigade cross the mountain 
pass to the Askifou Plain, where 4 Brigade holds a defensive 
position in case of a paratroop attack. 

The Royal Navy evacuates the British garrison from 
Heraklion and some 700 British troops from Sfakia. 


29 May 


CRETE - 4 and 5 Brigades reach the vicinity of Sfakia. A. 
small rearguard from 18 Battalion delays the enemy's approach 
to the northern end of the Askifou Plain. 


29-30 May 
CRETE - The Royal Navy evacuates over 6000 men from Sfakia. 


40 May 


CRETE - All organised resistance ends in Crete. Major-General 
B.C. Freyberg leaves by flying boat for Egypt. The Australians 
at Retimo surrender or disperse; some are captured later, others 
eventually reach Egypt. 


40 May 
MIDDLE EAST - A revolt in Iraq collapses. 


40-31 May 


CRETE - The Royal Navy continues the evacuation: over 5000 
troops, including HQ New Zealand Division and 4 Brigade, embark 
at Sfakia. 


41 May 


EGYPT - Major-General B.C. Freyberg resumes command of New 
Zealand Division, and Brigadier Puttick command of 4 Infantry 
Brigade. 


NEW ZEALAND —~ Major-General Sir John Duigan relinquishes the 
appointments of Chief of the General Staff and First Military 
Member of the Army Board. (He is succeeded on 1 August by 
Major-General E. Puttick, ) 


41 May-1 June 


CRETE - The Royal Navy continues the evacuation: nearly 4000 
troops, including 5 Brigade, embark at Sfakia. Altogether 
about 17,000 men are taken from the island to Egypt. During 
the operations off Crete between 20 May and 1 June the Navy's 
losses are nine ships sunk and eight damaged. 


29. 
JUNE 1941 
1 June 


CRETE - The embarkation of troops ceases. Most of the 
Australians, British and New Zealanders who remain in Crete 
capitulate to the Germans, but many evade capture and others 
escape from captivity before they can be removed from the 
island as prisoners of war. Nearly 300 New Zealanders 
eventually succeed in getting back to Egypt. The final 
New Zealand casualties in Crete are: 671 killed, 967 wounded, 
2180 captured (including 488 wounded); total 3818 (out of a 
strength of 7702). 

Second-Lieutenant C.H. Upham (20 Battalion) and Sergeant 
A.C. Hulme (243 Battalion) both earn the Victoria Cross for 
gallantry during the campaign in Crete. 


MIDDLE EAST - Major-General B.C. Freyberg confers with the 
Commander-in-Chief Middle East Forces (General Sir Archibald 
Wavell) and the New Zealand Prime Minister (Peter Fraser) on 
the campaign in Crete. 

Railway Operating Group is to function in the Levant as 
well as in Egypt: 17 Railway Operating Company moves to 
Palestine, and later its functions are extended into Syria; 
16 Railway Operating Company continues to work on the Western 
Desert line. 


2 June 
EGYPT - On their return to Egypt, 4 Brigade enters Helwan Camp 
and 5 Brigade Garawi Camp. 

5 June 


MEDITERRANEAN - HMS Leander arrives at Alexandria to join the 
Mediterranean Fleet. (She does not return to New Zealand 
until September 1941.) 


6 June 


EGYPT - The Prime Minister (Peter Fraser) inspects troops from 
Crete at Helwan Camp and attends a garden party for other ranks 
at the Maadi Sporting Club. (He leaves for the United Kingdom 
on 8 June.) 


& June 
KIDDLE EAST - The Allied invasion of Lebanon and Syria begins. 
10 June 


EGYPT - Brigadier A.S. Falconer is appointed Commandant Maadi 
Camp. He succeeds Brigadier N.S. Falla, who was Commandant 
2 NZEF Base until 4 June .1941. 

15-17 June 


LIBYA - A limited British offensive (BATTLEAXE Operation) in 
She Libyan frontier area inflicts losses on the German armour 
sut falls short of expectations. 


20-21 June 


=aYPT - Base Details of 2 NZEF (UK) arrive from the United 
=ingdom. 


30. 
JUNE-JULY 1941 


20-24 June 
EGYPT - The Union Defence Force (South African) takes over part 
of Helwan Camp from 2 NZEF and some New Zealand units move to 
Mahfouz Camp, north of Helwan. 
22 June 


INTERNATIONAL - Germany invades Russia. The British Prime 
Minister declares support for the USSR, and next day New 
Zealand associates herself with the United Kingdom in the 
decision to give support. 

c4& June 


-AFRICA - The first air delivery of aircraft from America to 
Africa is.made via the South Atlantic route. 


EGYPT - King George of Greece inspects 18 Battalion at Helwan 
and presents medals to the men who escorted him from Crete. 
25 June y 


NEW ZEALAND = A small German ship, Adjutant, lays magnetic 
mines off the entrances to Lyttelton and Wellington harbours. 
The mines do not work; their presence is revealed by captured 
German documents four years later. 

26 June 


EGYPT’ - 10 Railway Construction Company resumes work on the 
Western Desert railway extension beyond Mersa Matruh, which 
was discontinued in January. 

27 June 
NEW ZEALAND - The 6th Reinforcements of 2 NZEF (145 officers 
and 3663 other ranks) embark in Aquitania at Wellington for 
Egypt. (They arrive on 29 Julys 

2 July 
INTERNATIONAL - China breaks off relations with the Axis Powers. 


5 July 


MIDDLE EAST - General Sir Claude J.E. Auchinleck becomes 
Commander-in-Chief in the Middle East in succession to General 
Sir Archibald Wavell, who is appointed Commander-in-Chief in 
n Ge 


NEW ZEALAND = 2:Special Company (five officers and 245 other 
ranks) embarks in Acrangi at Auckland for training in Australia. 


12 July 
MIDDLE EAST ~ An Armistice in Syria is signed at Acre. 


31. 


JULY-AUGUST 1941 

19 July 
PACIFIC - 22 other ranks selected from 8 Brigade Group and 
15 wireless operators selected by the Post and Telegraph 


Department in New Zealand embark in Viti at Suva for 
coastwatching duties in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands. 


23 July 


INTERNATIONAL - Vichy France admits the Japanese demand for 
bases in Indo-China. Japan occupies French Indo-China next 
day. 

25 July 


INTERNATIONAL —- Japanese assets in the United Kingdom and 
British Commonwealth are to be frozen. 


26 July 


USA - The United States Government freezes Japanese assets in 
USA. General Dougles MacArthur is appointed commander of the 
United States forces in the Far East. 


EGYPT - 5 Brigade moves from Garawi to Kabrit, in the Suez Canal 
Zone, where it is to train in combined operations with landing 
craft. 


29 July 


EGYPT - The 6th Reinforcements of 2 NZEF arrive at Port Tewfik 
from New Zealand. 


31 July 


NEW ZEALAND - Major-General Sir Andrew Russell resigns his 
appointment as Inspector— General, New Zealand Military Forces. 


EGYPT - Air Vice-Marshal Arthur Coningham, a New Zealander in 
the. RAF, takes command of the Desert Air Force. 


1 August 


NEW ZEALAND - Major-General E. Puttick is appointed Chief of 
the General Staff and First Military Member of the Army Board 
in succession to Major-General Sir John Duigan. Brigadier 
R. Young is appointed Director-General of the Home Guard. 


5 August 


EUROPE - Sergeant J.A. Ward, of 75 New Zealand Bomber Squadron, 
is the first New Zealand airman to be awarded the Victoria Cross 
in the Second World War. 


6 August 


EGYPT - Brigadier L.M. Inglis is appointed to command 4 Infantry 
Brigade in succession to Major-General E. Puttick. 


8-9 August 


NEW ZEALAND - The first section of 2 Relieffor 8 Brigade Group 
(33 officers and 504 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks at Wellington 
and Lyttelton in Rangatira for Fiji. (The returning troops (24 
officers and 518 other ranks) from Fiji disembark from Rangatira 
at Auckland on 18 August.) 


32.6 


AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1941 
12 August 


UNITED KINGDOM - No. 489 New Zealand Squadron is formed at the 
RAF Station at Leuchers, Fife, Scotland, as a torpedo-bomber 
unit. 


14 August 


INTERNATIONAL - The President of the United States (Roosevelt) 
and the British Prime Minister (Churchill) sign the Atlantic 
Charter. 


16-17 August 


EGYPT - 4 Brigade replaces 5 Brigade at Kabrit in the Suez 
Canal Zone; 5 Brigade relieves 6 Brigade at Moascar in the 
Canal Zone, and 6 Brigade returns to Helwan. 


18 August 


NEW ZEALAND - The second section of 2 Relief for 8 Brigade Group 
(20 officers and 677 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in Rangatira 
at Auckland for Fiji. (The troops returning from Fiji | 
officers and 601 other ranks) disembark from Rangatira at 
Auckland on 24 August.) 


2O August 


EGYPT - To assist in defence against air attack the batteries of 
14 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment begin to take over guns near the 
port of Alexandria, in the Suez Canal Zone and at Abbassia. 
(They return to Maadi Camp a month later.) 


September 


NEW ZEALAND - The New Zealand Naval Forces are designated Royal 
New Zealand Navy; the cruisers Leander and Achilles are styled 
HMNZ ships. 

| No. 488 Squadron, the first fighter squadron of the RNZAF, 
is formed at Rongotai, Wellington. (It does a tour of duty in 
Singapore and Java in October 1941-February 1942 and is disabled 
in March after being withdrawn from South-East Asia.) 


1-4 September 


EGYPT - 5 Brigade group moves from Moascar to El Alamein, in 
the Western Desert, where it is to be employed on the 
construction of defences which become known the following 
year as the Qattara or Kaponga Box in the Alamein Line. 


10 September 


EGYPT —- Lieutenant-General Sir Alan Cunningham succeeds 
Lieutenant-General Sir Noel Beresford-Pierse as General Officer 
Commanding the Western Desert Force. 


12 September 


EGYPT - New Zealand Division begins to move to Baggush in. the 
Western Desert, where it is to relieve 4 Indian Division; 4 
Infantry Brigade leaves Kabrit next day, and 6 Infantry Brigade 
leaves Helwan on the 16th. 


55 6 
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1941 


15 September 


NEW ZEALAND - The 7th Reinforcements of 2 NZEF (159 officers 
and 5610 other ranks) embark at Wellington for the Middle 
East in Aquitania and Johan van Oldenbarnevelt. (They arrive 
at Port Tewfik on 19-20 October.) The first draft of the 
Women's War Service Auxiliary (Welfare Division) leaves for 
the Middle East. 


18 September 


EGYPT - With the arrival of 14 Railway Construction Company 
from the Suez Canal Zone, the Railway Construction and 
Maintenance Group is complete in the Western Desert, where it 
is employed on the extension of the railway to Misheifa, 
which is to be a new desert railhead. 


18 September 


PACIFIC — The construction of the Fanning Island coastwatching 
station is completed, and the transmitter is ready to use. 


26-27 September 


EGYPT - At midnight HQ Western Desert Force is redesignated 
HQ Eighth Army. The New Zealand Division comes under its 
command on the 28th. 


28 September 


MIDDLE EAST - The Free French proclaim the independence of 
Syria. 


40 September 


EGYPT - The Women's War Service Auxiliary (Welfare Division) 
is formed as a unit of 2 NZEF. 


1-2 October 


EGYPT - New Zealand Division holds tactical and administrative 
exercises near Baggush. 


2 October 


XIDDLE EAST - The Middle East is divided into two army commands, 
Sighth Army (in the Western Desert of Egypt) and Ninth Army (in 
Syria and Palestine). 


10 October 


SINGAPORE —- No. 488 New Zealand Fighter Squadron begins to 

arrive at the RAF Station at Kallang, Singapore. (Equipped with 
sosolescent aircraft, the squadron is not fully operational when 
vee Japanese invade Malaya, but it shares in the defence of 
Singapore as long as it can be employed; it sails for Australia 
sn 23 February and is later disbanded. A second No. 488 Squadron 
-s formed in England in June 1942. No. 67 Squadron RAF, in which 
zlimost all the fighter pilots are New Zealanders, is based origin- 
ally at Singapore but is transferred to Burma in October 1941 and 
fights in the air battles in that theatre.) 


34. 


OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 1941 


14 October 


EGYPT - 6 Reserve Mechanical Transport Company is formed as a 
unit of 2 NZEF. 


19-20 October 


EGYPT - The 7th Reinforcements of 2 NZEF arrive at Port Tewfik 
from New Zealand. 


24 October 


UNITED KINGDOM - All New Zealand troops in the United Kingdon, 
including the Forestry Group, are formed into the United Kingdom 
Section of 2 NZEF under the command of Colonel R.S. Park, Liaison 
Officer of the Office of the High Commissioner for New Zealand 
in London. 


27 October 


SINGAPORE - The main body of No. 1 Aerodrome Construction 
Squadron arrives at Singapore from New Zealand. (It soon 
begins work on airfields in southern Malaya. Only one of 
these is in use before the Japanese occupation. ) 


November 


FIJI - The first No. 5 Flying Boat Squadron RNZAF is formed. 
(It is disbanded a year later. Another No. 5 Squadron is 
formed in Fiji in July 1944.) 


1 November 


EGYPT - 1 Casualty Clearing Station is formed as a unit of 
2 NZEF. 


11-14 November 


EGYPT -—- In preparation for Eighth Army's first offensive in 
Libya (CRUSADER) New Zealand Division moves from Baggush to an 
assembly area near the Matruh-Siwa track. This is the first 
time the Division, nearly 20,000 men, is together as a complete 
entity. An area of nearly 100 square miles (12 by 8 miles) is 
occupied by 2800-odd vehicles spaced 200 yards apart. The 
units of the Division which take part in the campaign include 
Divisional Headquarters, Divisional Cavalry, Divisional Signals, 
4, 5 and 6 Field Regiments, 7 Anti-Tank Regiment, 14 Light 
Anti-Aircraft Regiment, 4 Infantry Brigade (18, 19 and 20 | 
Battalions), 5 Infantry Brigade (21, 22, 23 and 28 Battalions), 
6 Infantry Brigade (24, 25 and 26 Battalions), 27 (Machine Gun) 
Battalion, Ammunition Company, Petrol Company, Supply Company, 
4 and 6 Reserve MT Gompanies, Ordnance, 4, 5 and 6 Field 
Ambulances, 4 Field Hygiene Section, Provost Company, and various 
detachments. 


15 November 


EGYPT - The Railway Construction and Maintenance Group completes 
the extension of the Western Desert railway to Misheifa in time 
for use by Eighth Army in the Libyan offensive. 


5D 6 
HOVEMBER 19411 


15-18 November 


EGYPT - New Zealand Division advances from its assembly area 
near the Siwa track towards the Libyan frontier between 
Sidi Omar and Fort Maddalena. 


17-18 November 


LIBYA - B Squadron of Divisional Cavalry, under the command of 
7 Indian Brigade, crosses the frontier into Libya before midnight 
and halts just short of Bir Gibni. 


18 November 


FIJI - An agreement is signed at Suva between the New Zealand 
Government, the Governor of Fiji and the High Commissioner for 
the Western Pacific, extending the defence responsibility of 
New Zealand to the boundaries of the New Zealand Naval Station, 
which includes Fiji and Tonga and the British territories in 
the Western Pacific High Commission within these boundaries. 


18-19 November 


LIBYA - New Zealand Division crosses the Libyan frontier into 
Cyrenaica at night and awaits orders in the vicinity of the 
Trigh el~Abd track south-west of Sidi Omar. 


19 November 


LIBYA - The battle opens between the tanks of the British and 
Axis forces in Cyrenaica south and south-east of Tobruk. 


21 November 


LIBYA — While 4 Indian Division attacks the frontier forts, the 
New Zealand Division advances northward in rear (west) of these 
defences. Divisional Cavalry reaches the escarpment overlooking 
the’ main road (Via Balbia) west of Bardia; 4 Brigade group also 
heads towards this escarpment; 5 Brigade group swings eastward 
to face Sollum, and 22 Battalion takes Sidi Azeiz unopposed. 


EC - New Zealand Armoured Corps is formed as a corps of 
NZEF. 


oc November 


LIBYA - The Axis armoured forces defeat the British armour in 
Cyrenaica: in four days Eighth Army has lost some 530 tanks, 
the enemy about 100. | 

4 Brigade group severs the enemy's communications between 
Tobruk and Bardia when 20 Battalion blocks the road near 
¥enastir. The 24rd Battalion of 5 Brigade captures Fort 
capuzzo and Musaid, but 21 Battalion is repulsed at Bir Ghirba. 
Patrols from 4 and 5 Brigades find Bardia strongly defended. 
6 Brigade heads westward. 


36. 
NOVEMBER 1941 


24 November 


LIBYA - While 5 Brigade continues to invest the Bardia-Sollum 
positions, the rest of New Zealand Division marches westward, 

Brigade to the Gambut airfield and 6 Brigade towards: Sidi 
Rezegh. After clashing with the headquarters of Africa Corps 
at Bir el Chleta, 6 Brigade attacks Point 175 (near Sidi Rezegh), 
where 25 Battalion loses about 100 men killed, the greatest 
number killed in any New Zealand unit in a single action in the 
Second World War. Near Sidi Rezegh 26 Battalion is attacked 
when 5 South African Brigade is overrun. 5 Brigade completes 
the isolation of the enemy at Sollum and Halfaya, on the 
Egyptian side of the frontier, when 28 (Maori) Battalion 
captures the Barracks at Upper Sollun. 


o4 November 


LIBYA - Rommel takes the German 15 and 21 Panzer Divisions and 
Italian Ariete Division on a fruitless excursion to the Egyptian 
frontier. During the resultant three-day absence of the Axis 
armour from the battlefield near Tobruk, New Zealand Division 
breaks through and links with the Tobruk garrison at Ed Duda. 

6 Brigade occupies the crest of Point 175 with 24 Battalion 

on the 24th. 


25 November 


LIBYA = The Axis armour heads northward on both sides of the 
Egyptian frontier, but fails to dislodge 7 Indian Brigade at 
Sidi Omar; it scatters some convoys (including NZASC) but 

does not destroy the British supply dumps. Meanwhile 6 Brigade 
attacks westward from Point 175 with 24 and 26 Battalions and 
captures the Blockhouse near Sidi Rezegh; 4 Brigade takes up a 
position between Point 175 and Zaafran. 


25-26 November 


LIBYA - At night 4 Brigade captures Belhamed with 18 and 20 
Battalions, and 6 Brigade reaches the vicinity of Sidi Rezegh 
(but does not complete its capture), with 24 and 25 Battalions 
south of the Mosque (a tomb), 21 Battalion near the Mosque, 
and 26 Battalion to the east of it. 


26 November 


LIBYA - Lieutenant-General N.M. Ritchie replaces Lieutenant- 
General Sir Alan Cunningham in command of Eighth Army. 


MIDDLE EAST —- The Free French proclaim the independence of 
Lebanon. 


26-27 November 


LIBYA - New Zealand Division links up with the garrison of 
Tobruk: 19 Battalion and 44 (British) Royal Tanks, advancing 
at night from the vicinity of Belhamed, join 1 Essex at Ed Duda, 
north-west of Sidi Rezegh. In another night attack 6 Brigade 
captures Sidi Rezegh with 24 and 26 Battalions. 


57 « 
NOVEMBER 1941 


27 November 


LIBYA —- The Axis armour returns from the vicinity of the 
Egyptian frontier to the Tobruk front. HQ 5 Brigade and the 
attached troops at Sidi Azeiz are captured by the Germans, 
but 23 Battalion at Capuzzo and 22 Battalion at Menastir 
repulse attacks. 

Three New Zealand Members of Parliament become casualties 
in Libya: Brigadier J. Hargest (commander of 5 Brigade) is a 
prisoner of war; Lieutenant-Colonel J.M. Allen (commanding 
officer 21 Battalion) is killed in action; Major A.N. Grigg 
(5 Field Regiment) dies of wounds, Lieutenant-Colonel L.W. 
Andrew (22 Battalion) is appointed temporary commander of 
5 Brigade. 


28 November 


LIBYA — Part of 24 Battalion is overrun at Sidi Rezegh, but 
elsewhere 6 Brigade holds its ground. East of Point 175 the 
undefended New Zealand Main Dressing Station, which includes 

the bulk of the Division's medical services, and the prisoner- 
of-war cage are captured. The General Officer Commanding 

21 Panzer Division (Major-General J. von Ravenstein) is captured 
y Battalion near Point 175. 4 Brigade eliminates an enemy 
pocket south of Belhamed. 


28-29 November 


LIBYA -— Lieutenant-Colonel L.W. Andrew withdraws 22 Battalion 
from Menastir; he commands 5 Brigade, with orders to hold a 
line from Capuzzo to Upper Sollun. 


29 November 


LIBYA - The enemy overruns 21 Battalion and recaptures Point 
175; he also attacks Ed Duda but is driven off at night. A 
supply column arrives with ammunition, petrol, rations and 
water for New Zealand Division. 


40 November 


LIBYA - The enemy overruns 24 and 26 Battalions of 6 Brigade 
and recaptures Sidi Rezegh. 


FIJI —~ Civil Construction Unit (445 men from the New Zealand 
Public Works Department) arrives for airfield construction. 


41 November 


PACIFIC —= At the end of November the New Zealand forces in the 
Pacific include 4943 in Fiji in 8 [Infantry Brigade Group and 
the Fiji Defence Force (which includes 945 islanders), 110 

in Fanning Island, one New Zealand warrant officer and 150 
natives in Samoa, one European officer and 100 natives in 
Rarotonga. New Zealand coastwatchers are stationed in the 
silbert and Ellice Islands, and in Phoenix, Tokelau, Samoa, 
wine, Cook and Tongan Islands, Kermadecs and Chathams. 


386 
DECEMBER 1941 


1 December 


LIBYA - The enemy overruns 6 Field Regiment and 20 Battalion, 
recaptures Belhamed and cuts the Tobruk corridor, thus 
separating the part of 4 Brigade in the Ed Duda area from 
the survivors of 4 and 6 Brigades in the Zaafran area, where 
the Division makes its last stand. Brigadier R. Miles 
(Commander Royal Artillery, New Zealand Division) is wounded 
and captured. 


EGYPT - 18 Tank Transporter Company NZASC is formed as a unit 
of 2 NZEF. 


1-2 December 


LIBYA - After nightfall New Zealand Division (less 5 Brigade 
outside Bardia, part of 4 Brigade outside Tobruk, other 

New Zealanders inside Tobruk, and those in the captured 
dressing station) withdraws from Libya. 5 Brigade is 
relieved by 4 Indian Division on the Capuzzo-Upper Sollum 
front and takes up positions covering the Via Balbia near 
Bardia. In the Ed Duda area 18 Battalion helps repulse 
counter-attacks. 


2 December 


LIBYA - Battle Headquarters of New Zealand Division and the 
remnants of 4 and 6 Brigade groups recross the frontier into 


Egypt. 
4 December 


LIBYA - A German column attempting to get through to Bardia 
on the Via Balbia is blocked by 5 Brigade at Menastir, and 
its leading troops are almost annihilated by 28 (Maori) 
Battalion. 


5 December 


EGYPT - Battle HQ New Zealand Division and the remnants of 
4 and 6 Brigade groups return to Baggush. 


LIBYA —- The small passenger steamer Chakdina is torpedoed and 
sunk off Tobruk with heavy loss of life, including about 80 
New Zealanders. 


6 December 


LIBYA - Over 1000 wounded and medical staff are rescued from 
the New Zealand Main Dressing Station which was captured nine 
days earlier near Point 175. | 

Brigadier A.S. Wilder is appointed to command 5 Infantry 
Brigade vice Brigadier J. Hargest. 


7? December 


INTERNATIONAL - Japan strikes without warning and almost 
Simultaneously at various British and United States possessions 
in the Pacific, and declares war against Great Britain and the 
USA. (Because of the international date line it is 8 December 
in New Zealand.) 

Japanese aircraft launched from the carriers of a naval 
task force attack the United States Pacific Fleet in Fearl 
Harbour, Hawaii, and sink 19 vessels, including five battleships. 

New Zealand proclaims a state of war with Finland, Hungary 
and Rumania. 
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DECEMBER 1941 


7? December 


EGYPT ~- Lieutenant-Colonel C.E. Weir is appointed Commander 
Royal Artillery New Zealand Division vice Brigadier R. Miles. 


7-8 December 


LIBYA - General Rommel abandons the Tobruk front and withdraws 
his German and Italian forces in Cyrenaica to occupy the Gazala 
position. 


8 December 


INTERNATIONAL - Britain and the United States declare war on 
Japan. 

A state of war exists between New Zealand and Japan as 
from 11 a.m. New Zealand summer time. 

The Japanese invade Bataan Island in the Philippines; 
they also invade Thailand and Malaya. 


PACIFIC - The Japanese shell Ocean Island, where the radio 
station is manned by New Zealand civilians. 


LIBYA - The bulk of HQ New Zealand Division and administration 
troops leave Tobruk for Egypt. (They arrive at Baggush two 
days later.) 


9 December 
INTERNATIONAL - China declares war on Japan, Germany and Italy. 


PACIFIC -—- The Japanese invade the Gilbert Islands where they 
subsequently capture some New Zealand coastwatchers. 


LIBYA — 5 Brigade of New Zealand Division leaves the Capuzzo- 
Sollum area for the Gazala front. 


MEDITERRANEAN — While transporting Allied prisoners of war from 
Libya to Italy the Jantzen is torpedoed and beached in southern 
Greece; among those who die are 44 New Zealanders. 


10 December 


PACIFIC —- The Japanese invade Luzon in the Philippines. Their 
aircraft sink HMS Repulse and HMS Prince of Wales off Kuantan, 
Malaya; they overwhelm the small United States garrison on Guam. 


LIBYA —- New Zealand troops from Tobruk arrive at Baggush; 18 
Battalion and part of 19 Battalion leave Ed Duda and enter 
Tobruk; Divisional Cavalry, still in the frontier region, 
comes under the command of 2 South African Division. 


11 December 


iNTERNATIONAL ~- Germany and Italy declare war on the United 
States, which replies with declarations against them. 


LiBYA —- 5 Brigade of New Zealand Division, advancing westward 
from Acroma, captures a large number of Italians at very small 
cost. The 18th Battalion and part of 19 Battalion leave 
Tobruk and rejoin 4 Brigade at Baggush two days later. 


40. 


DECEMBER 1941 
12 December 


SOUTH-EAST ASIA - The Japanese infiltrate into Burma from 
Thailand. 


LIBYA - 5 Brigade approaches the enemy line which extends 
southward from Gazala. 
14 December 


INTERNATIONAL -—- A state of war exists between New Zealand and 
Bulgaria. 


14-16 December 
LIBYA - 5 Brigade participates in the assault on the Gazala 
line and captures further large numbers of Italian prisoners. 
15-24 December 


NEW ZEALAND - Two drafts (totalling 50 officers and 721 other 
ranks of 2 NZEF) of 2 Relief for 8 Brigade Group embark at 
Auckland for Fiji, the first in Wahine and Matua on 15 December, 
and the second in Wahine on the 24rd. 


16 December 
SOUTH-EAST ASIA - The Japanese invade British Borneo. 
LIBYA —- The Axis forces begin to withdraw from the Gazala line. 


17 December 


PACIFIC -—- Admiral Chester W. Nimitz is appointed Commander-in- 
Chief, Pacific Fleet, United States Navy. 


18 December 


FAR EAST - The Japanese invade Hong Kong Island. 


LIBYA —- 5 Brigade goes into reserve and takes no further part 
in the campaign. 


FIJI ~ Reserve Battalion of 8 Brigade Group is redesignated 
44 Battalion. 


o4 December 


LIBYA - 5 Brigade group leaves Gazala to return to the 
New Zealand Division at Baggush, where it arrives six days 
later. 


PACIFIC — The Japanese overwhelm the United States garrison 
of Wake. 


BURMA - New Zealand fighter pilots serving with No. 67 Squadron 
RAF in Burma have their first encounter with enemy aircraft 
during a Japanese raid on Rangoon. 


4 December 


INTERNATIONAL - An Anglo-American conference (called ARCADIA) 
opens in Washington to consider war strategy. The Prime 
Minister (Churchill), the President (Roosevelt) and British 
and American Chiefs of Staff attend. 


41. 
DECEMBER _1941-JANUARY 1942 


25 December 


FAR EAST - The British garrison of 12,000 surrenders Hong Kong 
to the Japanese. 


LIBYA - Eighth Army captures Benghazi. 


C6 December 


FIJI - 27 Mixed Anti-Aircraft Battery arrives at Suva from 
New Zealand. 


28-29 December 


NEW ZEALAND - 35 Battalion is formed at Papakura on 28 December, 
and 46 Battalion at Papakura and 47 Battalion at Burnham next 
day. 

29 December 


EGYPT —- 5 Brigade group arrives at Baggush and rejoins New 
Zealand Division, which is now complete except for Divisional 
Cavalry and 4 and 6 Reserve MT Companies, still in Libya with 
Eighth Arny. 


40 December 


NEW ZEALAND - Air Vice-Marshal R.V. Goddard, RAF, becomes 
Chief of the Air Staff in succession to Air Commodore H.W.L. 
Saunders, RAF, who has held this position since 8 March 1939. 


31 December-2 January 


LIBYA —- Assisted by New Zealand Divisional Cavalry and British 
tanks, 2 South African Division attacks and penetrates the 
defences of the Bardia fortress. 


1 January 


INTERNATIONAL - The Declaration of the United Nations is signed 
by 26 nations in Washington, USA. 


2 January 


LIBYA - The Bardia garrison surrenders to 2 South African 
Division (assisted by New Zealand Divisional Cavalry); 650 
New Zealanders are among 1100 British released from a 
prisoner-of-war cage. 

The total New Zealand casualties in the Libyan campaign 
are 671 killed in action, 208 died of wounds, 1699 wounded, 
and 2042 prisoners of war (including 201 wounded and 103 who 
aied of wounds, accident or sickness after capture), a total 
of 620 r 


%=4 ZEALAND - A Section of B Force Expansion 2 NZEF (85 
sificers and 1668 other ranks) embarks in Rangatira and Matua 
for Lautoka and in Monowai and Wahine for Suva. The ships 
are escorted by the cruisers Australia, Perth and Achilles 
sud reach their destinations on 6 January. 


3-6 January 


s:PT - 5 Brigade group moves from Baggush to Kabrit, in the 
"2eZ Canal Zone, to train under the direction of the Combined 
raining Centre. 


42. 


JANUARY 1942 


5-8 January 
EGYPT - 4 Brigade group moves from Baggush to Maadi Camp. 


6 January 


EGYPT - Divisional Cavalry is detached from 2 South African 
Division and returns to New Zealand Division. 


FIJI - B Force in Fiji assumes the status of a two-brigade 
division. HQ 8 Infantry Brigade Group becomes divisional 
headquarters, and a new headquarters for 8 Infantry Brigade 
opens at Samambula; HQ 14 Infantry Brigade is established 
at Namaka. Major-General W.H. Cunningham relinquishes 
command of 8 Infantry Brigade Group and retains command of 
the Pacific Section of 2 NZEF* and is also General Officer 
Commanding in Fiji; Brigadiers L. Potter and L.G. Goss are 
to command 14 and 8 Infantry Brigades respectively. 


7-8 January 


EGYPT - HQ New Zealand Division and other units leave Baggush 
for Fayid, in the Suez Canal Zone. 


10 January 


NEW ZEALAND - B Section of B Force Expansion (83 officers and 
1459 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in Wahine, Monowai, 


Rangatira and Port Montreal at Auckland for Fiji. (This 
Section arrives on the 74th.) 


11 January 


EGYPT - Air Vice-Marshal K. R. Park, the New Zealander who 
commanded No. 11 Fighter Group during the Battle of Britain, 
takes up the appointment of Air Officer Commanding the RAF 
in Egypt. 


12 January 


NEW ZEALAND - C Section of B Force Expansion (20 officers and 
607 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in Taroona at Auckland for 
Fiji. 

SINGAPORE ~ No. 488 Squadron RNZAF has its first encounter 
with Japanese aircraft. RNZAF fighter pilots are also 
serving with No. 244 Squadron RAF at Singapore. 


14 January 


INTERNATIONAL - The Anglo-American conference ends at Washington. 
The conferees have agreed that the main effort must be made 

first against Germany. They have also ordered the establish- 
ment of a joint American-British-Dutch-Australian (ABDA) Command 
under General Wavell. 


16 January 


FIJI - The Monowai is attacked by a submarine as she leaves 
Suva harbour. Several shots are exchanged, but the ship 
escapes undamaged. 


a EE 


* The title of 8 Brigade Group 2 NZEF is changed to Pacific 
Section ¢ NZEF by Order in Council on 25 February 1942, 


43, 
JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1942 


17 January 


EGYPT - The last enemy garrison in the Egyptian frontier area 
surrenders at Halfaya. 

Brigadier H.K. Kippenberger is appointed to command 5 
Infantry Brigade in succession to Brigadier A.S. Wilder. 


21 January 
LIBYA - Axis forces go on to the offensive from El Agheila. 


21-22 January 


EGYPT — 6 Brigade moves from Baggush to Maadi Camp, 4 Brigade 
from Maadi to Kabrit, and 5 Brigade (which has concluded a 
combined-operations exercise) from Kabrit to an area south of 
the Sweetwater Canal. 


24 January 


SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC - Japanese land at Rabaul in New Britain 
and at Kavieng in New Ireland, which brings them within easy 
striking distance of New Guinea; they also land at Bougain- 
ville in the Solomon Islands, and invade Borneo and Celebes 
in Netherlands East Indies. 


24 January 


EGYPT - The Women's War Service Auxiliary (Hospital Division) 
is formed as a unit of 2 NZEF. 


SOUTH-EAST ASIA - The battle of Macassar Strait, the first sea 
battle between the Allies and Japan, occurs off Balikpapan, 
Borneo. 


28 January 
LIBYA - The Axis forces reoccupy Benghazi. 


FIJI - An United States air squadron with 25 P39 fighters 
arrives and is placed under the strategic command of the GOC 
Fiji Forces. 


29 January 


SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC - The Combined Chiefs of Staff in Washington 
establish the ANZAC Area covering the ocean expanses between 
Australia, New Zealand and New Caledonia; this area is to be 
under United States naval command. Vice-Admiral H.F. Leary, 
US Navy, is appointed to command the ANZAC Force on 7 February. 


EGYPT - Divisional Cavalry leaves Baggush for Maadi Camp. 
February 


NEW ZEALAND - No. 7 General Reconnaissance Squadron RNZAF is 
formed. (It is stationed in New Zealand until disbanded in 
May 1943.) 


2-6 February 


EGYPT - 6 Brigade undertakes security duty in Cairo: 24 
Battalion is lodged in Abbassia, 25 Battalion at Kasr-el-Nil 
Barracks, and 26 Battalion at the Citadel. 


Alt, 


FEBRUARY 1942 


4 February 


LIBYA - Eighth Army completes its withdrawal to the Gazala- 
Bir Hacheim line. 


EGYPT - A New Zealand detachment of 800 joins British and South 
African troops in enclosing Abdin Palace in Cairo while the 
British Ambassador (Sir Miles Lampson), accompanied by military 
representatives, has an audience with King Farouk. 


11 February 


PACIFIC - New Zealand agrees to an arrangement whereby the 
United States takes over the defence responsibility of the 
Society Islands. 

Lieutenant-Colonel J.C. McLeod is appointed officer 
commanding the Tonga Defence Force. 


LIBYA —- 5 Brigade group returns to the Western Desert from the 
Suez Canal Zone, and a few days later is in position at El Aden, 
part of the defence in depth of the Gazala-Bir Hacheim line. 


12 February 


FIJI —- Major-General W.H. Cunningham relinquishes command of 
the Pacific Section of 2 NZEF (until 23 February), and 
Brigadier K.L. Stewart is temporary commander in his absence. 


PACIFIC - The ANZAC Squadron, comprising HMNZS Achilles and 
HMNZS Leander as well as United States and Australian ships, 
assembles at Suva and subsequently operates in the ocean between 
Fiji and New Caledonia in co-operation with United States task 
forces. (When the South Pacific Area and the South-West 

Pacific Area aré constituted in April 1942, the two New Zealand 
cruisers pass to the operational control of the United States 
commander, South Pacific Area.) 


14 February 
NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES - The Japanese invade Sumatra. 


FIJI —- Fiji becomes a revictualling base for the ANZAC naval 
squadron. The Army Service Corps is to supply the warships 
with bulk foodstuffs. By this time the garrison in Fiji has 
a strength of about 7600. Eighth Brigade is made up of two 
fixed coastal batteries, 34 and 36 Battalions, 1 Fiji Battalion 
and part of 2 Fiji Battalion, 35 Field Battery, 20 Field 
Company, 7 Field Ambulance and 4 Composite Company ASC. 
Fourteenth Brigade is made up of one fixed coastal battery, 
50, 35 and 37 Battalions, part of 2 Fiji Battalion, 37 Field 
Battery, 27 Mixed Anti-Aircraft Battery, 23 Field Company, 

16 Composite Company ASC and 2 Field Ambulance. The 29th 
Battalion is in reserve. 


15 February 


SINGAPORE —- The Malayan campaign ends when Lieutenant-General 
Sir Arthur E. Percival meets General Tomoyuki Yamashita and 
surrenders his force of more than 64,000 troops - Indian, 
British and Australian. 


45, 


FEBRUARY-MARCH 1942 


18 February 


LIBYA - The Railway Construction and Maintenance Group completes 
the laying of the Western Desert railway extension to Capuzzo. 


19 February | 
AUSTRALIA ~ Darwin is bombed by the Japanese for the first time. 


20 February 


EGYPT - HQ ‘'A' New Zealand Squadron of the Long Range Desert 
Group is formed. 


20-21 February 
EGYPT - 6 Brigade moves from Maadi Camp to train at Kabrit in 
the Suez Canal Zone. 
e2 February 


EGYPT - Brigadier G.H. Clifton is appointed to command 6 
Infantry Brigade in succession to Brigadier H.E. Barrowclough, 
who (together with Brigadier A.S. Wilder) leaves Egypt by air 
for New Zealand next day. 


24 February 


EGYPT - New Zealand Division begins moving from Egypt to Syria 
and Lebanon: an advanced party from 4 Brigade leaves for the 
Djedeide-El Aine area, where a fortress is to be constructed at 
the northern entrance to the Bekaa valley in Lebanon. 


25 February 


INTERNATIONAL - The American-British-Dutch-Australian (ABDA) 
Command is dissolved. 


26 February 


LEBANON - Advanced HQ New Zealand Division closes at Fayid in 
the Suez Canal Zone and reopens at Wavell Barracks in Baalbek 
next day. 


27 February-1 March 


WETHERLANDS EAST INDIES -— Battle of the Java Sea: a combined 
United States-British-—Dutch-Australian naval force is decisively 
defeated by the Japanese approaching and invading Java. The 
surviving warships are directed to withdraw to Australia. 


28 February-1 March 
NETHERLANDS -EAST INDIES - The Japanese invade Java. 


1 March 


EGYPT - 4 Infantry Brigade leaves the Suez Canal Zone for 
Lebanon. Major-General Sir Bernard Freyberg is promoted 
Lieutenant-General. 


46. 
MARCH 1942 
4 March 


SYRIA - New Zealand Division comes under the command of 
Ninth Arny. 


EGYPT - Reverend J.W. McKenzie is appointed. Senior Chaplain 
to the Forces vice Right Reverend G.V. Gerard, taken prisoner 
of war in November 1941. 


UNITED KINGDOM —- No. 486 New Zealand Fighter Squadron is 
formed at the RAF Station at Kirton-in-Lindsey, Lincolnshire. 


5 March 


FIJI - Brigadier R.A. Row takes command of 8 Infantry Brigade 
in succession to Brigadier L.G. Goss. 


97-8 March 


NEW GUINEA - A Japanese convoy arrives in the Huon Gulf during 
the night and lands assault forces. 


8 March 


NEW ZEALAND - An aircraft from a Japanese submarine makes a 
reconnaissance flight over Wellington. 


EGYPT - 6 Brigade group begins to leave the Suez Canal Zone 
for Aleppo in Syria. 

9 March 
NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES - The Japanese complete the conquest 
of Java and thereby gain the control of the entire Netherlands 
East Indies. 


No. 488 Squadron RNZAF is disbanded in Java (date not 
specified). 


NEW ZEALAND - A draft (27 officers and 1005 other ranks) embarks 
in Rangatira and Monowai at Napier for Fiji. 


FIJI - Major-General O.H. Mead is appointed General Officer 
Commanding Pacific Section 2 NZEF vice Major-General W.H. 
Cunninghan. 


12 March 


NEW CALEDONIA - The United States begins the occupation of 
strategically important islands in the Pacific when a task 
force enters Noumea. 


14 March 
NEW ZEALAND - An aircraft from a Japanese submarine makes a 
reconnaissance flight over Auckland. 

15 March 


SYRIA - Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg and party 
reconnoitre Turkish posts on Syria's northern frontier. 


17 March 


AUSTRALIA - General Douglas MacArthur arrives in Darwin from 
the Philippines. to take command of Allied forces in the 
South-West Pacific. 


47, 


MARCH-APRIL 1942 
20 March 


SAMOA —- Negotiations for the use of land and other facilities 
in Western Samoa are completed when an agreement is signed by 
United States and New Zealand representatives giving the 
Americans responsibility for the defence of all the Samoan 
islands. 


ee March 


LIBYA - 5 Brigade group, relieved at El Adem by 2 South African 
Division, leaves for Maadi Camp. (It arrives on 28 March. ) 


c4 March 


PACIFIC - The Pacific Theatre is established by the Combined 
Chiefs of Staff as an area of United States responsibility. 


26 March 


EGYPT - Attacks by enemy aircraft - which are frequent about 
this time - cause the heaviest casualties (over 100 killed and 
wounded) in a single day among the passengers and staff on the 
Western Desert railway, on which the trains are run by the 
Railway Operating Group. 


40 March 


PACIFIC - President Roosevelt approves the United States Joint 
Chiefs of Staff directive dividing the Pacific Theatre into 

three areas: South-West Pacific, Pacific Ocean, and South-East 
racific. The Pacific Ocean Area is divided into North Pacific, 
central Pacific and South Pacific. The South Pacific includes 
Xew Zealand, New Caledonia, Samoa, Fiji, Tonga, the Cook and 
Society Islands. Subsequently Admiral Nimitz is confirmed as 
cCommander-in-Chief Pacific Ocean Area (from Aleutian Islands to 
New Zealand inclusive), and General MacArthur as supreme commander 
of the South-West Pacific Area. 


March 


NEW ZEALAND - Summary of the manpower situation: 61,368 men 
overseas (includes 52,712 in the Army, the remainder in the Navy 
and Air Force), 67,264 in camps in New Zealand (includes 52,983 
in the Army), and an additional 100,000 in the Home Guard 
(between 16.and 60 years of age). 


April 
NEW ZEALAND -— No. 14 Fighter Squadron RNZAF is formed at Ohakea. 
(It serves in the Pacific from April 1943 to October 1945) 

1 April 


INTERNATIONAL = The Pacific War Council holds its first meeting 
=t Washington. Walter Nash attends for New Zealand. 


NEW ZEALAND - Lieutenant-General E. Puttick is appointed General 
Officer Commanding New Zealand Military Forces and retains the 
appointment of Chief of the General Staff. 


NEW GUINEA - Japanese from Netherlands East Indies begin landings 
on the coast of Dutch New Guinea. 


48. 


APRIL-MAY 1942 


4 April 


LIBYA - The Railway Construction and Maintenance Group begins 
to extend the Western Desert railway beyond Capuzzo. 


6 April 
EGYPT —- 5 Brigade leaves Maadi Camp for Syria. 


11 April 


SYRIA - 5 Brigade relieves 6 Brigade at Aleppo; 6 Brigade 
leaves next day for Zabboud. 


18 April 


SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC - General Douglas MacArthur assumes supreme 
command of the South-West Pacific Area. General Sir Thomas 
Blamey, Commander-in-Chief of the Australian Military Forces, 
is to command Allied Land Forces; Major-General G.H. Brett 

is to head Allied Air Forces; Vice Admiral H.F. Leary, 
previously in command of ANZAC Force, is to command Allied 
Naval Forces. 


JAPAN ~ Tokyo has its first air attack of the war. 


26 April 


PACIFIC - United States detachment arrives at Fanning Island. 
The New Zealand garrison of five officers and 108 other ranks 
49 relieved by the Americans and returns to New Zealand on 

17 May. 


4 May 


PACTFIC - A small Japanese force invades Tulagi, in the Solomon 
Islands, and thus begins the attempted encirclement of the Coral 
sea. 


4 May 


NEW HEBRIDES - The New Zealand cruisers Leander and Achilles and 
three United States destroyers arrive at Vila with a convoy of 
five ships carrying United States troops and the material and 
supplies for the establishment of a forward base. 


4-8 May 


PACIFIC - The Battle of the Coral Sea, fought by aircraft from 
carriers, checks the Japanese advance southward and marks the 
end of the period when the Allies are totally on the defensive 
in the Pacific. The Japanese invasion force is turned back 
from Port Moresby, key point in New Guinea and vital to the 
security of Australia. 


6 May 


PHILIPPINES - Lieutenant-General J.F. Wainwright surrenders all 
the forces in the Philippines to the Japanese. 


9 May 


TONGA - United States. troops arrive at Tongatabu and their 
commander assumes command of all land forces in Tonga, including 
New Zealand troops. 


49, 
MAY-JUNE .1942 
10 May 


EGYPT - Brigadier H.S. Kenrick succeeds Brigadier K. 
MacCormick as Director of Medical Services 2 NZEF. 


15 May 


FIJI -— The United States relieves New Zealand forces of 
responsibility for the Fiji Islands. 


44 May 


FIJI - B Force 2 NZEF adopts the title of 4 New Zealand 
Division.* 
17 May 


FIJI - Brigadier F.L. Hunt is appointed to command 8 Infantry 
Brigade vice Brigadier R.A. Row. 


20 May 


BURMA — Having completed the conquest of Burma the Japanese 
take up defensive positions. 


C4 May 


NEW ZEALAND -— An aircraft from a Japanese submarine makes a 
reconnaissance flight over Auckland. 


27 May 


LIBYA - The Axis forces open an offensive against Eighth 
army's Gazala-Bir Hacheim line. 

The Railway Construction and Maintenance Group, which has 
completed track-laying on the Western Desert railway extension 
30 Belhamed, leaves for Qasaba in Egypt, but 13 Construction 
company is ordered back to Belhamed for further work on the 
railway depot. 


28 May 


NEW HEBRIDES - HMNZS Leander lands United States troops on 
=spiritu Santo. | 


40-31 May 


=UROPE - New Zealand airmen, including the crews of 23 bombers 
of No. 75 Squadron, take part in the RAF's first 'thousand- 
Domber' raid in Germany, on Cologne. During March-June No. 75 
Squadron despatches 450 sorties on 51 raids. 


June 


XBW ZEALAND - No. 15 Fighter Squadron RNZAF is formed at 
snenuapai and No. 16 Fighter Squadron at Ohakea. (No. 15 is 
stationed in the Pacific from October 1942 to September 1945, 
and No. 16 from June 1944 to October 1945.) 


1-2 June 


SUROPE - New Zealand airmen, including crews of No. 75 Squadron, 
participate in the RAF's second thousand-bomber raid, which is 
on Essen. 


* The Division in Fiji issues Operation Instruction No. 3 under 
the name 4 Division, and from this date 4 New Zealand Division 
is used sporadically in correspondence. 


50. 
JUNE 1942 


3-6 June 


PACIFIC - The Japanese suffer a decisive defeat in the battle 
of Midway, which removes the threat to Hawaii and confines 
future naval operations to the South Pacific. 


5 June 


CANADA - The extended Empire Air Training agreement is signed 
in Ottawa by the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand. 


10 June 


FIJI - Major-General R.S. Beightler, commander of 357 Infantry 
Division, the first large body of United States troops to land 
in Fiji, assumes command of Fiji. The Americans relieve the 
New Zealanders in Fiji, except those with the Fiji Defence 
Force and the guerrilla units. (Operational command passes to 
Beightler on 18 July 1942.) 

From mid-June to mid-August HMNZS Leander is engaged in 
escorting ships carrying 37 US Division from Auckland to Fiji. 


12 June 


LIBYA - Having completed work on the railway depot at Belhamed, 
15 Railway Construction Company again leaves for Qasaba in 
Egypt. 

14 June 


NEW ZEALAND - Part of 1 United States Marine Division, commanded 
by Major-General A.A. Vandegrift, arrives at Wellington from USA, 


MIDDLE EAST —- The Axis armour has decisively defeated the armour 
of Eighth Army in Libya. New Zealand Division is ordered to 
return to the Western Desert from Syria and Lebanon. 


16 June 


MIDDLE EAST - New Zealand Division begins to move to Egypt from 
Syria and Lebanon. Main HQ New Zealand Division leaves Baalbek 
and reopens a few miles west of Mersa Matruh four days 15 hours 
later, after travelling 900 miles by road. Most road convoys of 
the Division take four or five days; 28 (Maori) Battalion, 
travelling by train from Haifa, takes about two and a half days. 

Fifth Brigade, already on wheels for an exercise in the 
desert east of Aleppo, is ordered to concentrate at Djedeide 
fortress before proceeding to Egypt. 


19 June 


EGYPT - Advanced party of New Zealand Division and 28 (Maori) 
Battalion reach Mersa Matruh. 


SYRIA - 6 Brigade leaves the Aleppo area for the Western Desert. 

Travelling by rail, 26 Battalion arrives at Matruh three days 

peter i travelling by road, the other units halt at Amiriya on 
June. 


51. 


JUNE 1942 
19 June 


PACIFIC —- Vice-Admiral R.L. Ghormley of the United States Navy 
assumes command of the South Pacific Area and South Pacific 
Force, with headquarters at Auckland. 

The Joint Purchasing Board of the South Pacific Area is 
established to arrange for the purchase of all supplies and 
materials for the United States armed forces of the South 
Pacific Area from Australia, New Zealand and island bases. 


21 June 
LIBYA - The Axis forces occupy Tobruk. 
EGYP? -—- 4 Brigade arrives at Mersa Matruh from Syria. 


eo June 


EGYPT - 5 Brigade arrives at Mersa Matruh from Syria; 4 and 5 
Brigades are allotted sectors for the defence of the Matruh 
fortress. 


TONGA - An agreement is entered into between the governments of 
the United States and Tonga for the use of a naval base and 
defence force in Tongatabu. 


o4 June 


NEW ZEALAND - The caucuses of both political parties agree that 
the war effort is to be the responsibility of a War Administration 
composed of seven Government and six Opposition members. The 

War Administration is dissolved three months later. 


EGYPT - Rommel's Axis forces begin their drive into Egypt from 
Libya. 

To allow the remainder of New Zealand Division to have as 
much transport as possible for its intended mobile role, 6 
infantry Brigade is to concentrate at Amiriya, near Alexandria. 


25 June 


EGYPT - The Commander-in-Chief Middle East Forces (General Sir 
Claude Auchinleck) assumes personal command of Eighth Army and 
relieves General N.M. Ritchie. 

The Railway Operating Group evacuates the Western Desert 
railway as the armies move east. The Railway Construction 
and Maintenance Group already has begun to move to Palestine 
and Lebanon for employment on the completion of the Haifa-Beirut 
railway. 


JINITED KINGDOM - No. 488 New Zealand Squadron (a night-—fighter 
unit) is formed at the RAF Station at, Church Fenton, Yorkshire. 
(This is the second No. 488 Squadron. The first served at 
Singapore and was disbanded.) 


25-26 June 


=GYPT - New Zealand Division is relieved in Matruh fortress by 
10 Indian Division and, organised in four mobile groups 
(Divisional Headquarters, 4 Brigade, 5 Brigade, and Divisional 
Reserve), moves to the escarpment south of Matruh. 


52. 
JUNE-JULY 1942 
26-27 June 


EGYPT -— By midnight New Zealand Division is disposed along the 
escarpment at Mingar Qaim, south of Matruh. 


2? June 


EGYPT - New Zealand Division exchanges artillery fire with 

Axis columns and repels attacks from the north and south. 

The enemy encircles the Division and threatens to cut it off 
from the rest of Eighth Army. Lieutenant~General Sir Bernard 
Freyberg is wounded in the neck by a shell splinter. Brigadier 
L.M. Inglis is called to command the Division, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel J.T. Burrows (20 Battalion) assumes temporary command 
of 4 Brigade. 


27-28 June 


EGYPT - 4 Brigade assaults an enemy night laager at Bir Abu 
Batta. New Zealand Division, in dispersed columns, withdraws 
from Minqar Qaim eastward to the Alamein Line (between the coast 
at El Alamein and the Qattara Depression), where Eighth Army is 
to make a stand in defence of the Nile Delta. Sixth Brigade 
leaves Amiriya for the Kaponga Box (Fortress A), a defensive 
position built by 5 Brigade in September 1941 in the Alamein 
Line. Near the coast 1 South African Division holds the 
Alamein Box, and near the Qattara Depression a brigade of 5 
Indian Division defends Fortress B at Naqb Abu Dweis. 


29 June 


EGYPT - The change of nomenclature from New Zealand Division 
to 2 New Zealand Division is authorised. Brigadier J.R. Gray 
is appointed temporary commander of 4 Infantry Brigade. 


40 June 


EGYPT - In the Alamein Line 2 New Zealand Division is disposed 
with 6 Brigade in the Kaponga Box and 4 and 5 Brigades to the 
south-east about Deir el Munassib. The Division's casualties 
since its return to Egypt from Syria already exceed 950 killed, 
wounded and captured. 


July 


NEW ZEALAND - During this month the number of New Zealanders 
serving in the armed forces exceeds 150,000 on the only occasion 
during the Second World War. This total includes over 6000 in 
the Navy, nearly 125,000 in the Army, and nearly 24,000 in the 
Air Force. 


1 July 


NEW ZEALAND - Chief Commander V.E. Jowett is appointed Commandant 
New Zealand Women's Army Auxiliary Corps. 


EGYPT - The Axis forces overrun 18 Indian Brigade at Deir el 
Shein (between the Alamein and Kaponga boxes), but all their 
subsequent attempts to break through the Alamein Line and 
continue the advance towards Alexandria and the Nile Delta 
are thwarted. 


536 
JULY 1942 
2-5 July 


EGYPT - When 9 Indian Brigade is withdrawn from Naqb Abu 
Dweis on the southern flank, the Kaponga Box, held by 2 New 
Zealand Division, becomes an exposed salient of the Alamein 
Line. 


4 July 


EGYPT - Eighth Army is strengthened by the arrival of 9 
Australian Division from Syria. 

A New Zealand column routs the Italian Ariete Division 
near Alam Nayil, east of the Kaponga Box. Sixth Brigade is 
withdrawn from the Kaponga Box south-eastward to the vicinity 
of Qaret el Himeimat, but 28 (Maori) Battalion remains in 
occupation of the box. 


3-7 July 


EGYPT - In the Alamein Line 5 Brigade moves to the southern 
edge of the El Mreir depression (north of the Kaponga Box) 
and clashes with the Italians on the other side of the 
depression. 


5 duly 


EGYPT - 6 Brigade returns to the Kaponga Box and 4 Brigade 
(joined by 28 Battalion) assembles west of the box. 
Brigadier J.R. Gray is among those killed when enemy , 
aircraft attack 4 Brigade. Brigadier J.T. Burrows assumes 
command of 4 Brigade. 


6 July 


EGYPT - The deception scheme ‘Cascade’ is inaugurated to convince 
the enemy of the presence in the Middle East of two New Zealand 
divisions. The title of 6 New Zealand Division is adopted for 
the troops in Maadi Camp, and the nomenclature of base and 
training units is changed accordingly. 


NEY) ZEALAND - Troops returning from Fiji (190 officers and 2985 
other ranks) on relief or for other reasons disembark from 


President Coolidge at Auckland. 
Advanced Headquarters of 3 New Zealand Division is 


established in Auckland. 
6-7 July 


EGYPT - In the Alamein Line 4 Brigade attacks Italian troops 
at the Mungar Wahla depression, north-west of the Kaponga Box. 


8 July 


EGYPT - 6 Brigade is again withdrawn from the Kaponga Box 
(which is now abandoned) to the vicinity of Qaret el Himeimat. 


9 July 


EGYPT - The enemy launches a major attack on the empty Kaponga 
Box. After moves at night 2 New Zealand Division is deployed 
in the Deir Alinda-Deir el Munassib—Deir el Muhafid area south- 
east of the box. 6 Brigade, in reserve, retires to Amiriya, 
where it arrives next day. 


a4 
JULY 1942 
10 July 


EGYPT - Enemy advances in the southern sector of the Alamein 
Line are repulsed; his attacks against 2 New Zealand Division 
lack direction and vigour. 


10-11 July 


EGYPT - In the coastal sector of the Alamein Line attacks by 
9 Australian Division and 1 South African Division result in 
the capture of the Tell el Eisa feature. 


11 July 


EGYPT ~ In preparation for an attack on the Ruweisat Ridge, 
north of 2 New Zealand Division's position in the Alamein Line, 
4, and 5 Brigades advance under shellfire in daylight to the 
start line. The attack, however, is postponed for several 
days. 


NEW ZEALAND - The second echelon of 1 United States Marine 
Division arrives at Wellington. 


12 July 


INDIAN OCEAN - The New Zealand steamer Hauraki (7113 tons) is 
captured by a Japanese raider. 


14 July 


EGYPT - 28 (Maori) Battalion is temporarily withdrawn from 2 
New Zealand Division to Alam el Halfa, in rear of the Alamein 
Line; 26 Battalion arrives from 6 Brigade (at Amiriya) to join 
the Division in the line. 


PACIFIC - Major-General M.F. Harmon becomes commander of the 
United States Forces in the South Pacific Area. In preparation 
for invasion of the Solomon Islands, ships from the South-West 
Pacific Area leave Brisbane for New Zealand. 


14-15 July 


EGYPT - In the Alamein Line a night attack by 2 New Zealand 
Division captures Ruweisat Ridge: the infantry of 4 and 5 
Brigades, advancing about six miles on foot, occupy the western 
portion of the ridge before daybreak, but are unsupported on 
the objective by tanks and artillery. At dawn German tanks 
overrun 22 Battalion in 5 Brigade's sector. 


15 July 


EGYPT - The New Zealand infantry hold their gains on Ruweisat 
Ridge until dusk, when German armour overruns 18, 19 and 20 
Battalions of 4 Brigade. The battle costs 2 New Zealand 
Division 1405 casualties, of whom all except 290 are killed or 
captured. Captain C.H. Upham (20 Battalion), who is wounded 
and captured, is subsequently awarded a bar to the Victoria 
Cross (which he won in Crete) for his gallantry and leadership 
at Mingar Qaim and Ruweisat Ridge. Sergeant K. Elliott (22 
Battalion) earns the Victoria Cross by his courage and initative 
at Ruweisat Ridge. 


yr 
JULY 1942 


15 July 


MALTA —- Air Vice-Marshal K.R. Park becomes Air Officer 
Commanding the RAF in Malta. (Of the island's three air 
commanders during the war Park is the second New Zealander, 
the first being Air Vice-Marshal F.H.M. Maynard in 1940-41.) 


16 July 


EGYPT —- South of Ruweisat Ridge 2 New Zealand Division reforms 
on a line in the vicinity of 'Stuka Wadi'. To replace 4 
Brigade, which has been reduced by casualties to about 1100 
men, 6 Brigade leaves Amiriya for the Alamein Line. 


17 July 


EGYPT - 4 Brigade, plus 22 Battalion from 5 Bri ade, but minus 
18 Battalion (which remains in the Alamein Line). is withdrawn 
to Amiriya, and arrives at Maadi Camp three days later. 


18 July 


EGYPT —- In the Alamein Line 2 New Zealand Division is rejoined 
by 28 (Maori) Battalion, which returns from Alam el Halfa. 


FIJI - Major-General R.S. Beightler, of the United States Arny, 
assumes operational command in Fiji. Colonel J.G.C. Wales is 
appointed officer commanding the Fiji Defence Force; on 29 

July he also assumes command of the New Zealand forces in Fiji. 


21 July 


NEW ZEALAND - The ‘1st United States Base Depot establishes an 
advanced echelon at Wellington. 


21-22 July 


EGYPT - In the Alamein Line 6 Brigade enters the El Mreir 
Depression in a night attack, but the expected tank support 
does not arrive and the infantry is overrun by a counter- 
attack at dawn. The total New Zealand losses in this action 
are 904 killed, wounded and captured. 


22 July 


W ZEALAND -— The Solomons Amphibious Force, including 1 United 
States Marine Division, sails from Wellington for a rendezvous 
south-east of Fiji in a convoy of 12 ships. 


23 July 
NEW CALEDONIA - No. 9 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron RNZAF is 
formed (as No. 9 General Reconnaissance Squadron). (Except 


while in New Zealand during November 1943-February 1944, it is 
stationed in the Pacific until May 1945.) 
24 July 


EGYPT - Withdrawn from the Alamein Line, 24 Battalion leaves for 
Maadi Camp, where it is to remain for nearly two months. 


266 


JULY-AUGUST 1942 
24 July 


NEW ZEALAND = Troops of 2 NZEF (132 officers and 2216 other 
ranks) returning from Fiji disembark from President Coolidge 
at Auckland. | 


25 July 


EGYPT - In the southern sector of the Alamein Line 2 New 
Zealand Division is disposed in what is to be developed as 
the New Zealand Box. 

During about one month's fighting in the Western Desert 
the Division's strength has been reduced by casualties, 
sickness and the departure of 4 Brigade from nearly 20,000 
men to just over 14,000. 


PACIFIC - Major-General O.H. Mead, General Officer Commanding 
Pacific Section 2 NZEF, is lost in an aircraft near Tonga. 
He is succeeded (on 8 August) by Major-General H.E. Barrowclough. 


26 July 


PACIFIC - Major-General M.F. Harmon takes tactical command of 
all United States Army forces in the South Pacific. The 
Solomons Expeditionary Force assembles south-east of the Fiji. 
Islands. 


31 July 


EGYPT -— Eighth Army adopts a defensive attitude in the Alamein 
Line. During the ensuing month 2 New Zealand Division is 
active at night on defensive works, patrols and raids. 


1 August 


PACIFIC - The boundary between South and South-West Pacific 
areas is adjusted so as to include Guadalcanal in the South 
Pacific Area. ) 


7 August 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - The United States 1 Marine Division invades 
Tulagi and Guadalcanal in the southern Solomon Islands. This 
is the first American land offensive in the war against Japan. 
During the ensuing campaign six notable naval actions are 
fought, four major attempts are made by the Japanese to 
recapture the Guadalcanal airfield (Henderson Field), and 
both sides carry out minor operations to reinforce and supply 
the troops on shore. The New Zealand cruisers Leander and 
Achilles are employed in the supply operations but do not take 
part in the naval actions off Guadalcanal. 


8 August 


EGYPT - Lieutenant-General W.H.E. Gott, who was to have been 
given command of Eighth Army, is killed when the aircraft in 
which he is a passenger is shot down in the Western Desert. 

Major-General L.M. Inglis hands over command of 2 New 
Zealand Division to Brigadier H.K. Kippenberger. 


PACIFIC - Major-General H.E. Barrowclough is appointed to command 
4 New Zealand Division vice Major-General O.H. Mead (who died on 
25 July). 

The New Zealand Divisional Headquarters closes in Fiji; 
the troops remaining there are the Fiji Section of 2 NZEF. 


57. 
AUGUST 1942 


10 August 


EGYPT - Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg, having 
recovered from the wound received at Mingar Qaim on 27 June, 
resumes command of 2 New Zealand Division. Next day, however, 
he assumes temporary command of 13 Corps. 


11 August 


EGYPT - Brigadier W.G. Stevens is appointed to command 6 
New Zealand Division and Maadi Camp vice Brigadier A.S. 
Falconer. 


14 August 


EGYPT - Lieutenant-General B.L. Montgomery, who arrived in 
the Middle East the previous day, takes command of Eighth Army. 


15 August 


EGYPT -—- General Sir Harold Alexander succeeds General Sir Claude 
Auchinleck as Commander-in-Chief Middle East Forces. 


UNITED KINGDOM - No. 487 New Zealand Squadron (light bombers) 
begins forming at the RAF station at Feltwell in Norfolk. 


16 August 


EGYPT - Lieutenant-General B.G. Horrocks assumes command of 
14 Corps and Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg returns 
from 13 Corps to command 2 New Zealand Division. 

The 44th Division relieves 2 New Zealand Division of 
responsibility in the Alam el Halfa position, in rear of the 
Alamein Line, and 142 Infantry Brigade of 44 Division comes 
under the command of 2 New Zealand Division. 


17 August 


MEDITERRANEAN - The enemy transport Nino Bixio is torpedoed 
while carrying British prisoners of war from North Africa to 
Surope, and among those lost are 120 New Zealanders, most of 
whom were captured at El Mreir Depression on 22 July. 


19 August 


EUROPE - Many New Zealanders serving with the RAF and Navy take 
part in the air and sea operations supporting the raid by 
canadian and United Kingdom forces on Dieppe. 


20 August 


EGYPT -—- Representatives from units of 2 New Zealand Division 
gather at Headquarters 14 Corps to hear a speech by the British 
Prime Minister (Winston Churchill), who refers to the New Zealand 
Division as 'a ball of fire'. 

The 22nd Battalion returns to 2 New Zealand Division from 
Yaadi Camp. 


25-26 August 


SGYPT - Two companies of 28 (Maori) Battalion, in a night raid 
on the eastern end of the El Mreir Depression in the Alamein 
Line, inflict many casualties on the Italians and bring back 
nearly 50 prisoners. 


58. 
AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1942 


26 August 
PACIFIC - Japanese forces land on Nauru and Ocean Islands. 


340-31 August 


EGYPT -— The Panzer Army begins its last offensive in Egypt. 
General Rommel'’s plan io to bottle up Eighth Army against the 
sea with his forces on all three landward sides, and then to 
drive on Cairo, Suez and Alexandria. The opening of this 
offensive coincides with raids at night by 6 Brigade. 


341 August 


EGYPT - The Panzer Army breaks through the minefields on the 
southern flank, between the New Zealand Box and the Qattara 
Depression, and thrusts towards the Alam el Halfa position 
about 12 miles in rear of the box. 

The New Zealand casualties in the battle for Egypt during 
the period 20 June-31 August (including the battles at Mingar 
Qaim, Ruweisat Ridge and El Mreir Depression) are 536 killed, 
286 died of wounds, 2080 wounded, and 1819 prisoners of war, 

a total of 4721. 


1 September 


NEW ZEALAND - 4 General Hospital (for 3 New Zealand Division) 
forms at Pukekohe. 


1-2 September 


EGYPT - After some inconclusive skirmishing with the British 
armour, the Panzer Army halts south of Alam el Halfa. Rommel 
decides to discontinue the offensive and withdraw because of 
British air supremacy and the shortage of petrol (the result 
of British air and sea action against Axis shipping and land 
transport). 


2 September 


NEW ZEALAND - 17 Field Regiment (for 43 New Zealand Division) 
forms at Papakura. 


3-4 September 


EGYPT - A southward attack at night by 2 New Zealand Division 
hardly affects Panzer Army's plan of withdrawal from the 
vicinity of Alam el Haifa: while 28 (Maori) Battalion overruns 
some enemy in the Munassib Depression, 132 British Infantry 
Brigade doesnot reach its objective. The commander 6 Brigade 
(Brigadier G.H. Clifton) is taken prisoner. 


4 September 


NEW ZEALAND - HQ 3. New Zealand Divisional Artillery begins the 
formation of 144 Battery and 5% and 54 Anti-Tank Batteries at 
Papakura, and 28 Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment, 29 Light Anti- 
Aircraft Regiment and 32 (later 34) Heavy Regiment at 
Pauatahanui. 


29 
SEPTEMBER 1942 


5 September 


EGYPT - The British 132 Brigade reverts from the command of 
2 New Zealand Division to 44 Division. 

Brigadier W.G. Gentry succeeds Brigadier G.H. Clifton as 
commander of 6 Infantry Brigade. 


7 September 


EGYPT - The battle of Alam el Halfa ends with Panzer Army still 
in possession of some ground on the southern flank o e 
Alamein Line. 


8-11 September 


EGYPT - 2 New Zealand Division is withdrawn from the Alamein 
Line for a rest by the sea in the El Hammam-Burg el Arab area, 
west of Alexandria. By this time casualties, sickness and the 
loss of 4 Brigade have reduced the Division's strength to 
approximately 11,500 men. 


14 September 


EGYPT -—- Returning from the Western Desert (where it had taken 
24 Battalion's place in 6 Brigade), 18 Battalion rejoins 4 
Brigade at Maadi Camp. 


13-14 September 


LIBYA - In a raid at night on Barce a New Zealand patrol of the 
Long Range Desert Group destroys or damages 23 aircraft (mostly 
Italian) on the ground. 


17 September 


EGYPT - Reorganised since itslosses at El Mreir in July, 24 
Battalion leaves Maadi Camp to rejoin 6 Brigade in the 
Western Desert. 


18 September 
EGYPT - Brigadier K. MacCormick is reappointed Director of 
Kedical Services 2 NZEF vice Brigadier H.S. Kenrick. 

21 September 


=GYPT - Field Marshal Rommel temporarily hands over command of 


the Panzer Army of Africa to General G. Stumme and leaves for 
Germany. 


21-22 September 


NEW ZEALAND - 152 Heavy Battery begins to form at Pauatahanui 
on the 22nd; and 215 Anti-Aircraft Battery at Haywards on the 
21st. They are both to go to Norfolk Island. 


24.29 September 


EGYPT -— In preparation for its task in the Eighth Army 
offensive a month later, 2 New Zealand Division does the most 
realistic exercises it has attempted. Tanks of 9 (British) 
Armoured Brigade participate. 


60. 


OCTOBER 1942 
| October 


NEW ZEALAND - No. 17 Fighter Squadron RNZAF is formed. (It 
is stationed in the Pacific from July 1943 to September 1945.) 


5 October 


EGYPT - 4 Infantry Brigade is converted to 4 Armoured Brigade, 
comprising 18, 19 and 20 Armoured Regiments; together with 

2 New Zealand Divisional Cavalry, these become units of the 
New Zealand Armoured Corps. 


7? October 


NEW ZEALAND = A Section of N Force (32 officers and 709 other 
ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in Wahine and Monowai at Auckland for 
Norfolk Island. (An advanced party of 20 had embarked in 
Waipori at Auckland five days earlier.) 


9 October 


NORFOLK ISLAND - The main body of N Force (36 Battalion and 
152 Heavy Battery and 215 Anti-Aircraft Battery) disembarks. 


142 October 


NEW ZEALAND - B Section of N Force (30 officers and 693 other 
ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in Wahine and Monowai at Auckland for 
Norfolk Island. 


14 October 
NORFOLK ISLAND -— The second flight of N Force arrives. 


15 October 


PACIFIC - The Japanese execute 17 New Zealanders and five other 
‘Europeans on Tarawa when the United States Navy bombards the 
island. These New Zealanders (seven civilian wireless operators 
from the Post and Telegraph Department and 10 army men) were 
coastwatchers on islands in the Gilbert Group until their 

capture by the Japanese. 


18 October 
PACIFIC ~ Admiral R.L. Ghormley is relieved of the South Pacific 
Area command by Admiral W.F. Halsey. 

19 October 


NEW ZEALAND - War Cabinet approves the recommendation of the 
Governor of Fiji to expand the local defence forces of Fiji 
to a brigade group. The numbers of men required from New 
zealand are 59 officers and 210 other ranks. 


Ce October 


EGYPT - New Zealand casualties in the battle for Egypt during 
the period 1 September-22 October are 78 killed, 334 wounded, 
and 90 prisoners of war, a total of 502. 


61. 


OCTOBER 1942 
22 October 


NEW ZEALAND = T Force (41 officers and 702 other ranks of 

2 NZEF) embarks in the United States transport President 
Jackson at Wellington for Tonga, where it arrives five days 
later. (A small advanced party embarked in President Hayes 
five days earlier.) 


22-27 October 


NEW ZEALAND - 3 New Zealand Division is engaged in a compre- 
hensive jungle exercise lasting five days in the Kaimai ranges. 
The Division's order of battle includes 33 Heavy Coast 

Regiment, 17 Field Regiment, 28 Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment, 
29 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, 144 Independent Battery, 20 
and 23 Field Companies, 37 Field Park Company, Signals, 4 and 

16 ASC Companies, 10 Reserve MIT Company, 7 and 22 Field 
Ambulances, 4 General Hospital, 8 Infantry Brigade (29, 34 
and 46 Battalions) and 14 Infantry Brigade (30, 35 and 37 
Battalions). 


24 October 


EGYPT - The battle of Alamein (Operation LIGHTFOOT) opens in 
the evening with a barrage by over 1000 guns of Eighth Army.. 
In the northern sector of the Alamein Line 40 Corps attacks 
with 9 Australian Division, 51 (Highland) Division, 2 New 
Zealand Division and 1 South African Division in that order 
from north to south; in the southern sector 13 Corps carries 
out a diversion. The New Zealanders reach their first 
objective with 243 Battalion of 5 Brigade on the right and 

24 Battalion of 6 Brigade on the left, and advance to the 
final objective on Miteiriya Ridge with 21 and 22 Battalions 
of 5 Brigade and 26 and 25 Battalions of the 6th; 28 (Maori). 
Battalion has a mopping-up role. The engineers clear lanes 
through the minefields for the tanks of 9 Armoured Brigade, 
which follow the infantry. 

The Desert Air Force (commanded by Air Vice-Marshal 
Coningham, and with other New Zealand airmen serving in it) 
supports Eighth Army by continual attacks on every kind of 
enemy activity, on land, on the sea, and in the air. 


C4 October 


EGYPT — By dawn the infantry of 40 Corps has gained most of 
its objectives in the northern sector of the Alamein Line, 
but the armour of 10 Corps has not broken through as planned 
and is still in rear of the infantry. On Miteiriya Ridge 

2 New Zealand Division mans a continuous line with 5 Brigade 
wholly on the final objective and 6 Brigade partly on it, and 
with the tanks of 9 Armoured Brigade in support. 


24-25 October 


EGYPT - Divisional Cavalry and 9 Armoured Brigade advance 
beyond Miteiriya Ridge on 2 New Zealand Division's front, but 
the armour of 10 Corps does not break out as planned and the 
attempt to exploit southward is abandoned. General B.L. 
Montgomery decides to switch the direction of Eighth Army's 
attack farther to the north. 


62. 


OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 1942 
25 October 


EGYPT - General Stumme having died on the battlefield, Field 
Marshal Rommel returns by air from Germany to resume command 
of Panzer Army. On the northern flank 9 Australian Division 
starts rorumbiing* operations to destroy the enemy infantry 
between this flank and the sea. 


26-27 October 


EGYPT - At night 2 New Zealand Division and 1 South African 
Division complete the occupation of the final objective on 
the forward slope of Miteiriya Ridge. 


27 October 


TONGA - T Force disembarks from President Jackson at Nukualofa 
and is established in Tonga to replace United States troops. 
The force (based on 34 Battalion) spends five months under 
United States command, and rejoins 3 New Zealand Division in 
March 1943. 


27-28 October 


EGYPT - At night 1 South African Division takes over e2 New 
Zealand Division's front on Miteiriya Ridge and the New 
zealanders travel back to a bivouac area at Alam el Onsol, a 
few miles in rear of the Alamein Line. 


29 October 


NEW ZEALAND - The advanced party of 3 New Zealand Division 
(40 officers and 118 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in 
Crescent City at Wellington for New Caledonia. 


29-40 October 


EGYPT ~ Because 5 and 6 Brigades are under strength, two British 
infantry Brigades - 151 from 50 Division and 152 from 51 
(Highland) Division - are placed under 2 New Zealand Division's 
command for the next attack (Operation SUPERCHARGE). The 
formations under the Division's commandassemble in the Tell 

el Makh Khad area, and 6 Brigade goes forward to relieve 152 
Brigade in 51 Division's sector in the Alamein Line. 


41 October 


EGYPT ~- The attacks by 9 Australian Division in the northern 
sector of the Alamein Line have gained a narrow salient, but 
this does not quite reach the coast and thus does not encircle 
the Axis troops still in the pocket to the east. 


1 November 


FIJI - The Fiji Infantry Brigade Group is established. The 
Fiji Section of 2 NZEF has an establishment of & officers 
and 1254 other ranks. 


1-2 November 


EGYPT - In Operation SUPERCHARGE 151 and 152 Infantry Brigades 
(under the command of 2 New Zealand Division) advance westward 
under the cover of an artillery barrage with their northern 
flank covered by 28 (Maori) Battalion. 


64. 
NOVEMBER 1942 
2 November 


EGYPT - Advancing through the corridor gained by the infantry 
during the night, 9 Armoured Brigade (under the command of 2 
New Zealand Division) dents the enemy line near Tell el Aqqaqir, 
but 10 Corps’ armour, following through the corridor, is unable 
to achieve the planned breakthrough. Towards evening, however, 
Rommel gives orders for the withdrawal of Panzer Army from the 
Alamein Line. 


NEW CALEDONIA ~ The advanced party of 3 New Zealand Division 
arrives at Noumea. 


NEW ZEALAND - 1 Scots Battalion and 1 Ruahine Battalion come 
under the command of 4 Division. 


o-4 November 


EGYPT - Eighth Army's thrusts to the south-west of the salient 
near Tell el Aqqaqir are repulsed. 


4 November 


EGYPT - The Axis withdrawal from the Alamein Line has already 
started when Rommel receives an order from Hitler to stand fast 
and yield not a yard of ground. By midday air reconnaissance 
reveals to Eighth Army that the withdrawal has begun. 4 (British) 
Light Armoured Brigade comes under the command of 2 New Zealand 
Division, which is to have a pursuit role with 10 Corps. 


4 November 


EGYPT - Eighth Army begins the pursuit of the retreating Axis 
forces. While 10 Corps (1, 7 and 10 Armoured Divisions) is 
delayed by enemy rearguards, 2 New Zealand Division sets out 
into the desert south of Tell el Aqqagir on a wide outflanking 
movement. 


NEW ‘ZEALAND - The First Section of Kiwi Force (97 officers and 
1819 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in Maui at Wellington for 
New Caledonia. (It arrives at Noumea on the 11th.) 


5 November 
EGYPL - 2 New Zealand Division reaches the escarpment south of 
Fuka and is shelled by German rearguards. 

6 November 


EGYPT ~ The remnants of Panzer Army continue their withdrawal. 
Rain hinders the movement of all transport not on the formed 
road. The New Zealand Division grinds to a halt south of 
Baggush. 


PACIFIC ~ Major-General H.E. Barrowclough is appointed General 
Officer Commanding 2 NZEF in the Pacific. 
7 November 


EGYPT -—- The wet ground delays Eighth Army's pursuit forces 
approaching Mersa Matruh. Most of 2 New Zealand Division's 
transport is still immobilised south of Baggush. 


G4. 
NOVEMBER 1942 


7? November 


NEW ZEALAND - Major-General H.E. Barrowclough and party leave 
by air for New Caledonia. 


8 November 


NORTH-WEST AFRICA —- Allied forces under General D.D. Eisenhower 
invade French North-West Africa, landing on the Algerian and 
Moroccan coasts. 


EGYPT - The tail of Panzer Army leaves Matruh not long before 

the arrival of the leading troops of Eighth Army. 2 New Zealand 
Division resumes the advance and reaches the vicinity of Mingar 
Qaim, south of Matruh. 


NEW ZEALAND - The headquarters of the commander of the South 
Pacific Area closes at Auckland and the staff consolidates at 
Noumea, New Caledonia. 


9 November 


EGYPT - 6 Brigade enters Matruh, where it remains (until 20 
November) while the rest of 2 New Zealand Division continues 
the westward advance towards Sidi Barrani. 


NORTH-WEST AFRICA - The Germans invade Tunisia without 
opposition from the French. fThe British First Army (General 
K.A.N. Anderson) reaches Tunisia from Algeria six days later. 


10 November 


EGYPT ~ By dawn most of Panzer Army has ascended the passes 
in the escarpment at Halfaya and Sollum. While 7? Armoured 
Division approaches the Libyan frontier well inland, 2 New 
Zealand Division advances on the coastal plain. 


11 November 
EUROPE - Axis forces march into unoccupied France. 


EGYPT - In an attack at dawn two companies of 21 Battalion 
capture Halfaya Pass. The New Zealand Division crosses the 
Libyan frontier and halts in the vicinity of Sidi Azeiz. 

The last of the enemy has been driven from Egypt. 


NORTH-WEST AFRICA - The New Zealand liner Awatea (13,842 tons), 
which has been participating in the invasion of North-West 
Africa, is bombed and sunk by German aircraft. 


NEW CALEDONIA - The Maui, carrying the First Section of Kiwi 
Force (2 NZEF IP),* arrives at Noumea. 


12 November 


LIBYA - Except for 6 Brigade (at Matruh), Divisional Cavalry 
(which goes to Gambut) and 22 Battalion (given port duties at 
Sollum), 2 New Zealand Division assembles in the vicinity of 
Sidi Azeiz, in the desert south-west of Bardia, while 7 
Armoured Division and 4 Light Armoured Brigade continue the 
pursuit of the enemy in Cyrenaica. 


* The title 2 NZEF in the Pacific (2 NZEF IP) comes into use 
on 15 November 1942, when Major-General Barrowclough issues 
Administration Order No. 1 for 2 NZEF IP. 


65. 
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1942 


12-15 November 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - A naval and air battle off Guadalcanal 
decides the fate of the Solomon Islands and halts the 
Japanese advance in the South Pacific. 


14 November 
LIBYA - Eighth Army reoccupies Tobruk. 
17 November 


EGYPT - 22 Battalion, which is to be reorganised as a motor 
battalion with 4 Armoured Brigade, leaves Sollum for Maadi 
Camp, where it arrives two days later. 


CO November 


LIBYA - Eighth Army reoccupies Benghazi. 

6 Brigade leaves Matruh to rejoin 2 New Zealand Division 
near Sidi Azeiz, and arrives two days later. The Division is 
to rest and reorganise in this locality. 


o1 November 


EGYPT - 2 New Zealand Division's casualties in the battle of 
Alamein and advance to the Libyan frontier, during the period 
24 October-21 November, are 279 killed in action, 101 died of 
wounds, 1290. wounded, and 41 prisoners of war, a total of 1711. 
The Division's casualties throughout the battle for Egypt, 
between 20 June and 21 November, are 886 killed, 414 died of 
wounds, 3704 wounded, and 1950 prisoners of war, a total of 
6944. In addition 50 men of 2 NZEF died on active service 
during this period, through sickness, accident and other causes, 


Ce November 


NEW ZEALAND - The Second Section of Kiwi Force (37 officers and 
828 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in Brastagi at Wellington for 
New Calédonia. (It disembarks at Nepoui on the 30th.) 


24 November 


LIBYA - The leading elements of Eighth Army reach Agedabia and 
the Axis forces retire to El Agheila, where they are expected 
to make a stand. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS — No. 3 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron RNZAF 
sends a flight of six aircraft and eight crews from Espiritu 
Santo, New Hebrides, to operate from Henderson Field, Guadal- 
canal, where there is now a total of 84 United States and New 
Zealand aircraft. Later more aircraft and airmen of No. 3 
Squadron go to Guadalcanal. 


25 November 


EGYPT~LIBYA - Railway Operating Group takes control of the 
Western Desert railway between Matruh and Tobruk. 


1 December 


EGYPT - The Corps of Electrical and Mechanical Engineers is 
formed as a corps of 2 NZEF. It includes workshops and light 
aid detachments. 


66. 


DECEMBER 1942 
3% December 


NEW ZEALAND - In a secret session Parliament decides unani-~ 
mously that 2 New Zealand Division shall remain in the Middle 
East theatre. 


NEW CALEDONIA - HQ 3 New Zealand Division is temporarily 
established at Nemeara. 


3-5 December 


NEW ZEALAND - The Third Section of Kiwi Force (86 officers and 
1546 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in President Monroe at 
Wellington on 3 December for New Caledonia. Another officer 
and 21 other ranks of this section embark in Weltevreden at 
Wellington on the 5th. 


4 December 


LIBYA - In preparation for 2 New Zealand Division's role in 
Eighth Army's attack on the Axis forces at El Agheila, 6 
Infantry Brigade group leaves the Bardia area for El Haseiat 
(south-east of Agedabia), to which it and the rest of the 
Division are to travel by a 4340-mile inland route via 

Bir Hacheim and Msus. 


NEW ZEALAND —- The title Women's War Service Auxiliary (WWSA) 
is changed to Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC). The titles 
of the Hospital and Welfare Divisions of the corps in 2 NZEF 
are changed accordingly. (On 2 September 1943 they are 
changed to Medical and General Divisions of WAAC.) 


5-9 December 


LIBYA — HQ 2 New Zealand Division group, the Divisional Reserve 
group, and 5 Infantry Brigade group leave the Bardia area for 
El Haseiat. 


7? December 


MIDDLE EAST - Brigadier C.E. Weir is appointed officer in 
command of New Zealand Artillery 2 NZEF in addition to his 
eppointment of Commander Royal Artillery 2 New Zealand 
Division. | | 


9 December 


LIBYA =~ 2 New Zealand Division, less its tracked vehicles 
(which travel on transporters by the main road and arrive 
late next day), is assembled in the El Haseiat area. 4 
(British) Light Armoured Brigade comes under command of the 
Division (until 22 December). 


10 December 


NEW ZEALAND - The 8th Reinforcements (218 officers and 5287 
other ranks of 2 NZEF) embark in Aquitania at Wellington for 
the Middle East. (They arrive at Port Tewfik on 5 January.) 


11 December 


LIBYA —- In the first stage of an outflanking movement ('left 
hook’) around the Axis positions at El Agheila, 2 New Zealand 
Division moves south from El Haseiat. 
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11 December 


FIJI = A party of guerrillas (two officers and five NCOs of 
2 NZEF and 23 members of Fiji Military Forces) embark for the 
Solomon Islands. (They arrive at Guadalcanal on 23 December.) 


A2 December 


NEW CALEDONIA =- HQ 3 New Zealand Division moves from the Nemeara 
area to the Moindah River area. 


12-14 December 


LIBYA —- The Axis forces withdraw at night from their posts east 
of El Agheila. 


14 December 


LIBYA - Heading to the most southerly section of the ‘left hook’ 
around El Agheila, 2 New Zealand Division crosses Chrystal's 
Rift. 


14 December 


LIBYA - While other troops of Eighth Army approach El Agheila 
from the east, 2 New Zealand Division continues the ‘left hook’; 
after crossing the El Agheila-Marada track the Division pushes 
on after nightfall in a north-westerly direction. 


15 December 


LIBYA - In the final stage of the ‘left hook' 2 New Zealand 
Division drives to Bir el Merduma, west of Marble Arch; 

6 Brigade is directed to the main road (the Via Balbia) while 
the rest of the Division takes up positions on the inland 
sank with the object of blocking the Axis forces still to 
the east. 


15-16 December 


LIBYA - 2 New Zealand Division is unable to block Africa Corps, 
which it has encircled; 6 Brigade encounters an eneny rear- 
guard at Wadi Matratin and is prevented from reaching the road, 
along which 21 Panzer Division retreats during the night; in 
the morning 15 Panzer Division escapes through a wide gap 
between 6 Brigade an e rest of the Division. 


16 December 


LIBYA - Having extricated its rearguards from the El Agheila 
position, Africa Corps concentrates in the vicinity of Nofilia. 


17-18 December 


LIBYA —- By advancing around the inland flank, 2 New Zealand 
Division attempts to cut off the enemy at Nofilia, but his 
rearguard prevents 5 Brigade from reaching the road farther 
west, and he completes his withdrawal during the night. 
During the engagements on 16-18 December the New Zealand 
casualties are 18 killed, 64 wounded, and eight taken 
prisoner. 
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18 December 


LIBYA - The pursuit of the enemy is discontinued temporarily 
for administrative reasons, and 2 New Zealand Division remains 
in the vicinity of Nofilia. The engineers clear mines and 
booby traps from the roads and landing grounds. 


19 December 


NEW ZEALAND - The anti-submarine minesweeper HMNZS South Sea 
is sunk in Wellington harbour as the result of a collision 
with the inter-island steamer Wahine. 


24-28 December 


NEW ZEALAND'- The Fourth Section of Kiwi Force embarks in 
West Point at Wellington (on 24 December) and Auckland (on 
the 27th and 28th), a total of 448 officers and 6039 other 
ranks of 2 NZEF for New Caledonia. (This draft reaches 
Noumea on 31 December. ) 


29 December 


LIBYA - The Royal Scots Greys comes under the command of 
2 New Zealand Division for the advance to Tripoli, which is 
to begin next month. 


40 December 


NEW ZEALAND - The Fifth Section of Kiwi Force (four officers 
and 245 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in Mormacport at 
Wellington for New Caledonia. (This draft reaches Nepoui 
on 6 January 1943.) 


41 December 


EUROPE — During July-December 1942 bombers of No. 75 

New Zealand Squadron of the RAF fly in almost all the major 
raids made by Bomber Command; they take part in 68 missions, 
drop 560 tons of bombs on Germany and Italy, and lay 160 
mines in enemy waters; during this period the squadron 

loses 34 aircraft. 


1-5 January 


LIBYA - 5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division moves 100 miles 
to the west of Nofilia to clear a landing ground for the 
Desert Air Force at El Machina, south of Sirte. 


2 January 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - The United States troops on Guadalcanal are 
incorporated in 14 Corps under the command of Lieutenant- 
General A.M. Patch. Later the New Zealand ground forces are 
associated with this corps in the Solomons campaign. 


NEW CALEDONIA —- 3 New Zealand Division has three brigades (each 
of two battalions) when 15 Brigade Group is formed under the 
command of Brigadier L.G. Goss... HQ 15 Brigade is established 
at Nemeara. 


69. 
JANUARY 1943 


4 January 


LIBYA - 2 New Zealand Division (less 5 Brigade group, working 
on the airfield at El Machina) begins its approach march 
towards the enemy line south-west of Buerat in Tripolitania. 


NEW CALEDONIA - HQ 14 Infantry Brigade of 3 New Zealand 
Division is established in the Taom River valley. 


5 January 


EGYPT — The 8th Reinforcements of 2 NZEF arrive at Port Tewfik. 
This is the first large draft to reach 2 NZEF in the Middle 
East since the arrival of the 7th Reinforcements in October 
1941. 


LIBYA = Casualties occur when German aircraft attack the landing 
ground 5 Brigade is preparing for the Desert Air Force at El 
Machina. RAF fighters operate from this landing ground for the 
first time next day. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS — HMNZS Achilles is damaged by a direct hit 
during a Japanese dive-bombing attack on Allied naval forces 
near Guadalcanal. | 


8 January 


NEW ZEALAND - The Sixth Section of Kiwi Force (three officers 
and 229 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in Talamanca at Auckland 
for New Caledonia. (It reaches Noumea three days later.) 


11 January 


LIBYA —- 5 Brigade group, having completed its work on the 
preparation of a landing ground for the Desert Air Force, 
rejoins 2 New Zealand Division east of Wadi Tamet. 


12 January 


LIBYA - Continuing its approach march to the Buerat line, 
e New Zealand Division crosses Wadi Tamet. 


TUNISIA ~- The first troops from Eighth Army to enter Tunisia, 

a New Zealand patrol of the Long Range Desert Group, crosses 
the Libyan frontier on reconnaissance. (This patrol discovers 
the pass through the hills which is later known as Wilder's 

GaP ysea by the New Zealand Corps when outflanking the Mareth 
Line. 


14 January 


LIBYA - 2 New Zealand Division moves to Wadi Bei el Chebir 
in its approach march to the Buerat line. 


14 January 


INTERNATIONAL ~ A ten-day Anglo-American conference opens at 
Aas. near Casablanca in Morocco, to plan Allied strategy for 
1 ° 


LIBYA - 2 New Zealand Division completes its approach march and 
is in position on Eighth Army's. southern (inland) flank in 
readiness for the assault on the enemy line south-east of 
Buerat. 

FIJI ~ 1 Commando Fiji Guerrillas is formed. It comprises 135 
Fijians, 40 New Zealanders, and 28 Tongans. 
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JANUARY 11 


15 January 


LIBYA —- Eighth Army makes contact with the Axis forces | 
defending the Buerat line. Divisional Cavalry, at the head 
of 2 New Zealand Division, makes some progress round the 
southern flank of the enemy on the Dur Umm er Raml ridge. 


16 January 


LIBYA - The enemy having withdrawn during the night from the 
Buerat line, Eighth Army begins to advance towards Tripoli 
with 51 (Highland) Division near the coast and 7 Armoured 
Division and 2 New Zealand Division farther inland. On the 
southern flank the New Zealanders cross Wadi Zemzem and 
approach Sedada, on Wadi Nfed. 


17-18 January 


LIBYA - Eighth Army continues to follow up the Axis forces 
withdrawing towards Tripoli. On the inland route 2 New Zealand 
Division crosses Wadi Nfed and Wadi Sofeggin and heads towards 
Beni Ulid, but makes slow progress because of the difficult 
going. 


19 January 


LIBYA ~ 2 New Zealand Division filters in single file through 
Beni Ulid, which is situated among ravine-like wadis. 


20 January 


LIBYA — Still south of Tripoli, 2 New Zealand Division reaches 
Tazzoli, near Tarhuna. 


21 January 


LIBYA - After negotiating a defile in the Gebel between Tazzoli 
and Garian, 2 New Zealand Division debouches into the plain 
south of Tripoli. 


22 January 


LIBYA —- A German rearguard at Azizia halts 2 New Zealand 
Division on the road to Tripoli; 5 Brigade is opposed by 
this rearguard when it attempts to resume the advance in the 
evening. 


NEW GUINEA - The Papua campaign ends in the decisive defeat 
of the Japanese by: Australian and United States forces. 

This is the first victory of the war against the Japanese on 
land. 


23 January 


LIBYA - Patrols from 11 Hussars enter Tripoli at 5 a.m., 
followed an hour later by troops from 51 (Highland) Division. 
The first New Zealanders to enter the city are a party from 
27 (Machine Gun) Battalion; 28 (Maori) Battalion arrives at 
the head of 5 Brigade later in the day. 

5 Brigade assumes guard duties in Tripoli; 2 New Zealand 
Division bivouacs in the Suani Ben Adem area. 

. In exactly three months since the opening of the Battle 

of Alamein, Eighth Army has advanced 1400 miles. 

A party including Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg 
and Brigadiers W.G. Gentry and N.W. McD. Weir is ambushed at 


Bianchi, near Tripoli; there are no casualties among the 
senior officers. 
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JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1943 
24 January 


LIBYA - 6 Infantry Brigade arrives in the Bianchi area near 
Tripoli. 


26 January 


LIBYA - 5 Infantry Brigade is relieved of guard duties in 
Tripoli by 51 (Highland) Division and concentrates in the 
Castel Benito area. 


27 January 


TUNISIA - A New Zealand patrol of the Long Range Desert Group 
reconnoitres the Tebaga Gap in Tunisia. This route is used 
by the forces which outflank the Mareth Line two months later. 


29-40 January 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - The anti-submarine trawlers Kiwi and Moa 
of the Royal New Zealand Navy destroy the Japanese submarine 
I-1 near Guadalcanal, and the Moa and Tui sink two Japanese 
Tanding craft off Cape Esperance. The Kiwi is damaged while 
ramming the submarine. 


1 February 


NEW CALEDONIA - HQ 2 NZEF IP Base (formerly 3 New Zealand 
Divisional Base Depot) is established at Bourail. 


1-2 February 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - During the night the Japanese begin to 
evacuate Guadalcanal by sea. 


2 February 
SOVIET UNION - German resistance ends at Stalingrad. 


NEW ZEALAND - The Seventh Section of Kiwi Force (21 officers 
and 941 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in the Fuller at 
Wellington for New Caledonia. 


4 February 


LIBYA — 2 New Zealand Division and Royal Scots Greys parade 
for the British Prime Minister (Winston Churchill) at Castel 
Benito, near Tripoli. Also present are the Chief of the 
Imperial General Staff (General Sir Alan Brooke), Commander- 
in-Chief Middle East Forces (General Sir Harold Alexander), 
and commander of Eighth Army (General Sir Bernard Montgomery). 
Churchill refers to Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg 
in his address as the ‘Salamander of the British Empire’. 

The Eighth Army, having completed the conquest of Libya, 
crosses the frontier.into Tunisia. 


? February 


NEW ZEALAND — The Eighth Section of Kiwi Force (five officers 
and 170 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in the Monowai at 
Wellington for New Caledonia. 


726 
FEBRUARY 1943 


9 February 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - Major-General A.M. Patch, commanding 14 
United States Corps, announces the total defeat of the 
Japanese forces on Guadalcanal. 


NEW ZEALAND - The Advanced Party for T Force (13 officers 
and 12 other ranks) embarks in Matua at Auckland for Tonga. 


EGYPT - Brigadier G.B. Parkinson is appointed to command 6 
New Zealand Division and Maadi Camp vice Brigadier W.G. 
Stevens (who resumes this appointment on 13 March). 


10 February 


LIBYA - 6 Brigade enters Tripoli and 2 New Zealand Division 
takes over from 51 (Highland) Division responsibility for guard 
duties in the city, provision of working parties at the docks, 
and part of the anti-aircraft defences. Some 43000 men work 
shifts day and night on the ships and on shore. 


NEW ZEALAND —- An artillery unit for Tonga (later known as 16 
Brigade Group Artillery) assembles at Trenthan. 


17 February 


MEDITERRANEAN =- General Sir Harold Alexander is named Deputy 
Commander-in-Chief of the Allied Forces in French North Africa 
and Commander of Eighteenth Army Group (combining the British 
First and Eighth Armies) in Tunisia. He takes command of the 
army group two days later. He is succeeded by General Sir 
Henry Maitland Wilson as Commander-in-Chief Middle East Forces. 

The Mediterranean Air Command is formed under Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder, with unified control over all the 
Allied air forces in the Middle East, North-West Africa and 
Malta, including the North-West African Strategic, Tactical 
(commanded by the New Zealander, Air Vice-Marshal Coningham) 
and Coastal Air Forces. 


NEW ZEALAND - The First Section of T Force (110 officers and 
644 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks at Wellington in Wahine and 
Monowai. for Tonga. 


18 February 


NEW ZEALAND - The Minister of Defence (F. Jones) leaves to visit 
the forces overseas. 


19-25 February 


TUNISIA - The Germans break through 2 United States Corps' 
positions at Kasserine Pass, but abandon the attempt to drive 
to Le Kef and withdraw. 


22 February 


TONGA - HQ 16 Brigade Group of the Tonga Defence Force is 
established at Vaikeli under the command of Brigadier F.L. 
Hunt. The force eventually comprises 16 Brigade Group | 
Artillery (55 Field, 56 Heavy, 57 Heavy Anti-Aircraft, 58 
Light Anti-Aircraft and 59 Heavy Batteries), 6 Canterbury 
Regiment, 1 and 2 Tongan Battalions, and administrative units. 
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FEBRUARY-MARCH 1943 

24 February 
TUNISIA - Field Marshal Rommel assumes command of Army Grou 
Africa, which comprises Fifth Panzer Army (General von Arninm) 
and First Italian Army (General Messe) - formerly the German- 
Italian Panzer Army. 


25 February 


LIBYA —- The Royal Scots Greys ceases to be under the command 
of 2 New Zealand Division. 


NEW ZEALAND - When the Japanese mutiny in the prisoner-of-war 
camp at Featherston, 48 are killed or die of wounds and 61 
are wounded. One of the seven New Zealand guards wounded by 
ricochets dies of his injuries, and 11 New Zealand guards are 
injured by stones hurled by the Japanese. 


28 February 


LIBYA - Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg is warned that 
2 New Zealand Division is to move immediately to Medenine, in 
southern Tunisia. Sixth Brigade withdraws from Tripoli to 
the Suani Ben Adem bivouac area. 

The New Zealand casualties in Libya between 11 November 
1942 and 28 February 1943 are 74 killed, 239 wounded and eight 
prisoners of war, a total of 321. 


NEW CALEDONIA + By the end of February over 13,000 New Zealanders 
have been transported to New Caledonia to serve in 2 NZEF IP. 


March 


NEW ZEALAND - No. 8 General Reconnaissance Squadron RNZAF is 
formed. (It is reformed in May 1943 as No. 40 Dive Bomber 
Squadron. ) 


1-4 March 


TUNISIA - 2 New Zealand Division moves 200 miles westward from 
Tripoli to Medenine in southern Tunisia, where 5 Brigade takes 
up defensive positions, and 6 Brigade has a counter-attack role 
in the event of enemy penetration. 


1-4 March 


PACIFIC - The Allies score a decisive victory in the Battle of 
the Bismarck Sea: Australian and United States aircraft destroy 
a Japanese convoy attempting to reinforce positions in the Huon 
Gulf. 


2 March 


NEW ZEALAND - The Second Section of T Force (37 officers and 
738 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in Wahine and Monowai at 
Lyttelton for Tonga. | 


4 March 


NEW ZEALAND ~ The Ninth Section of Kiwi Force (42 officers and 
205 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in Tryon at Auckland for 
New Caledonia. (Further small drafts subsequently leave 

New Zealand for New Caledonia from time to time.) 
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6 March 


TUNISIA - Field Marshal Rommel's last battle in Africa: his | 
thrusts towards Medenine are repulsed by Eighth Army (including 
2 New Zealand Division) and the Desert Air Force; his forces 
lose 50 tanks and retire after nightfall. (Rommel leaves Africa 
three days later.) , 


8 March 


TONGA — 34 Battalion embarks in Monowai and Wahine for New 
Caledonia; it is replaced at Tonga by 6 Battalion of the 
canterbury Regiment. (The 34th disembarks at Noumea on 13 
March e 


10 March 


TUNISIA - 8 (British) Armoured Brigade comes under the command 
of 2 New Zealand Division. 


NEW HEBRIDES —- No. 1 (Islands) Group is formed at the RNZAF 
Station, Espiritu Santo, to control all RNZAF units in the 
South Pacific outside New Zealand. (The RNZAF Station has 
been functioning at Espiritu Santo since January. ) 


11 March 


TUNISIA - The New Zealand Corps is formed under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg. It comprises 2 

New Zealand Division, 8 (British) Armoured Brigade and L Force 
(a Free French group under General J. Leclerc). 


11-17 March 
TUNISIA - The New Zealand Corps assembles in an area beyond 
Wilder's Gap, south-west of Foum Tatahouine. 
15 March 
NEW CALEDONIA - Arriving from Tonga, 34 Battalion rejoins 
8 Brigade of 3 New Zealand Division. 
16 March 
EGYPT - The New Zealand Minister of Defence (F. Jones) arrives 
in Egypt. (He leaves for England on 3 April.) 
19-20 March 


TUNISIA - From its assembly position west of Wilder's Gap, the 
New Zealand Corps begins its ‘left hook’ round the Mareth Line 
by driving at night -to the vicinity of Ksar Rhilane. 


20 March 


TUNISIA - West of the Matmata Hills (Monts des Ksour) the 
New Zealand Corps continues its ‘left hook! round the Mareth 
Line. In the evening Eighth Army opens its frontal assault 
on the Mareth Line, between the Matmata Hills and the coast, 
and gains a foothold across Wadi Zigzaou. 
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21 March 


TUNISIA - Led by the King's Dragoon Guards, the New Zealand 
Corps approaches the enemy-held line in the Tebaga Gap, 
between Djebel Tebaga and Djebel Melab. 


21-22 March 


TUNISIA — With an attack at night by 26 and.25 Battalions, 
6 Brigade captures Point 201, near the Roman Wall in Tebaga 
Gap, but the New Zealand Corps does not exploit this success. 


22-23 March 


TUNISIA - At Tebaga Gap the German 21 Panzer and 164 Light 
Divisions come into the line previously held only by Italians; 
on the Mareth front the Germans counter-attack and 30 Corps 
loses its bridgehead across Wadi Zigzaou. General Sir Bernard 
Montgomery decides that 10 Corps shall join the New Zealand 
Corps at Tebaga Gap. 


25-26 March 


TUNISIA — In a night attack 21 Battalion of 5 Brigade captures 
Point 184, which overlooks the proposed start line for a set- 
piece attack by the New Zealand Corps in Tebaga Gap. 


26 March 


TUNISIA - With close support from the Desert Air Force, which 
employs blitz tactics, the New Zealand Corps breaks through 
the Axis line in Tebaga Gap. The tanks of 8 Armoured Brigade 
advance in front of the infantry of 5 and 6 Brigades. On the 
right flank the Germans defend a hill called Hikurangi and 
Point 209, which are not fully captured by 28 (Maori) Battalion 
until late next day. In the struggle for Hikurangi Second- 
Lieutenant Te M.N. Ngarimu earns a posthumous award of the 
Victoria Cross, the first to be won by a Maori. Meanwhile, 
before nightfall on the 26th, 1 Armoured Division of 10 Corps 
advances through the gap opened by the New Zealand Corps. 


NEW ZEALAND - 2 Wellington-West Coast Battalion (for N Force) 
begins to form at Linton. | 


27 March 


TUNISIA - At Tebaga Gap the New Zealand Corps clears the last 
pockets of resistance. After advancing from the Gap, 1 
Armoured Division is checked short of El Hamma, between Djebel 
Tebaga and the coast at Gabes, where the enemy retains an escape 
corridor for his forces withdrawing from the Mareth Line. 


NEW ZEALAND - The First Section of N Force (26 officers and 5439 
other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in Wahine at Auckland for Norfolk 
Island. : 


28 March 


TUNISIA —- The New Zealand Corps advances towards the El Hamma- 
Gabes line, where the enemy, having withdrawn his forces fron 
the Mareth Line and thus avoided encirclement, again begins to 
withdraw. 


WEST AFRICA - No. 490 New Zealand Squadron, equipped with flying 
boats, is formed at Jui for anti-submarine patrols, convoy escort 
and air-sea rescue. This brings the number of New Zealand squadrons 
in the RAF to seven - three with Fighter Command, two with Bomber 
Command and two with Coastal Command, 
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29 March 


TUNISIA — The New Zealand Corps enters Gabes, the first Allied 
town to be liberated by Eighth Army. The German rearguard 
destroys the bridge on the far side of the town just as the 
leading elements of the King's Dragoon Guards and 23 Battalion 
arrive. A causeway is built, but 5 Brigade's passage through 
Gabes takes most of the night. 


NORFOLK ISLAND - 218 Anti-Aircraft Battery arrives to relieve 
215 Anti-Aircraft Battery, which goes to New Caledonia. 


40 March 


TUNISIA — The New Zealand Corps continues to pass through 
Gabes, and the leading patrols of the King's Dragoon Guards 
and Divisional Cavalry reach the south bank of Wadi Akarit. 
The enemy holds the north bank. 


41 March 


TUNISIA - The New Zealand Corps, having served its purpose, 
ceases to exist. The New Zealand casualties during the period 
21-31 March are 125 killed, 473 wounded and 48 missing, a total 
of 646. 


2 April 


SOLOMON ISLANDS e The first Japanese aircraft to be shot down 
by the RNZAF is destroyed by a Hudson of No. 3 Bomber 
Reconnaissance Squadron operating from Guadalcanal. 


5 April 


NEW ZEALAND - The Second Section of N Force (28 officers and 
602 other ranks of 2 NZEF) embarks in Wahine at Auckland for 
Norfolk Island, where it arrives two days later. 


5-6 April 


TUNISIA - A set-piece attack by Eighth Army penetrates the 
Axis line at Wadi Akarit; 2 New Zealand Division (apart from 
the artillery) is not involved in the assault, but prepares to 
pass through the bridgehead. 


7 April 


TUNISIA - Contact is made for the first time between the two 
armies of Eighteenth Army Group in Tunisia when 12 Lancers 
meet United States patrols. 

Led by the King's Dragoon Guards and Divisional Cavalry, 
2 New Zealand Division passes through the bridgehead at Wadi 
Akarit and pursues the enemy retreating to the north. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - During a Japanese air attack on Allied shipping 
in the vicinity of Guadalcanal the anti-submarine trawler HMNZS 
Moa is sunk. 


NORFOLK ISLAND - 2 Wellington-West Coast Battalion arrives at 
Norfolk from New Zealand and takes over .the defences from 36 
Battalion, which embarks in Wahine for New Caledonia. 
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9 April 


NEW CALEDONIA - The main flight of 436 Battalion from Norfolk 
Island disembarks from Wahine at Noumea. The battalion rejoins 
8 Infantry Brigade. 


10 April 


TUNISIA - Continuing the pursuit of the enemy retreating on the 
coastal plain, 2 New Zealand Division reaches La Hencha, north 
of Sfax (entered by 11 Hussars). 


11 April 


TUNISIA - The leading troops of 2 New Zealand Division pass 
El Djem during the northward advance. 


12 April 


TUNISIA - A King's Dragoon Guards patrol from 2 New/Zealand 

Division is the first to enter the town of Sousse, At the end 

of the day the Division's column stretches 60 miles from 

La Hencha to Akouda, near Sousse. The enemy has retired into 

phe hills farther north, which means that the desert fighting 
as ended. 


NEW ZEALAND - 38 Field Regiment forms at Papakura and 24 Field 
Ambulance at Waiouru. 


15 April 


TUNISIA - Passing Sidi bou Ali, 8 Armoured Brigade and 5 Infantry 
Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division approach the Enfidaville line, 

which the enemy holds in the hills overlooking the coastal plain. 
north of Sousse. 


14 april 


NEW ZEALAND - The British Prime Minister (Winston Churchill) 
requests that 2 New Zealand Division be withdrawn immediately 
from Tunisia to undergo amphibious training for the invasion 
of Sicily. He is told that Parliament would have to be 
consulted, which would not be possible before 5 May. The 
Division remains in Tunisia. 


TUNISIA ~ An attempt by 25 Battalion of 6 Brigadke to enter 
Enfidaville is unsuccessful; the brigade concentrates south 
of the town. The King's Dragoon Guards ceases to be under 
the command of 2 New Zealand Division. 


15 April 


FIJI - 1 Battalion. (including 18 officers and six NCOs from 
2 NZEF) of the Fiji Infantry Brigade and 1 Commando Fiji 
Guerrillas (including four officers and 35 NCOs from 2 NZEF) 
sail from Suva in President Hayes for the Solomon Islands, 
where they are to serve with the United States forces against 
the Japanese. (They reach Guadalcanal on 19 April.) 


17 April 


EGYPI - Brigadier H.S. Kenrick is reappointed Director of 
Medical Services 2 NZEF vice Brigadier K. MacCormick. 
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18 April 


MEDITERRANEAN - Allied aircraft, which have been conducting 

an offensive since 5 April to disrupt the flow of German air 
transport from Italy and Sicily to Tunisia, on this day destroy 
50-70 enemy transport aircraft and 16 of the escort, for the 
loss of six of their own machines. 


19-20 April 


TUNISIA - After an intensive preparatory bombardment Eighth 
Army opens its assault on the Enfidaville line. In 2 New 
Zealand Division, 26 and 24 Battalions of 6 Brigade gain their 
objectives around Djebel Ogla, north-west of Enfidaville (which 
the enemy vacates); 5 Brigade is only partly successful with 
28 and 24 Battalions east of Takrouna (a steep pinnacle) and 
21 Battalion on-the other side of this feature. Two small 
parties, mostly from 10 Platoon of 28 (Maori) Battalion, fight 
their way up Takrouna and reach the top after daybreak. 
Farther west 4 Indian Division's attack on Djebel Garci has 
little success. 


20 April 


TUNISIA —- The advance by 2 New Zealand Division and 4 Indian’ 
Division against the Enfidaville line is checked by the enemy 
in strong natural defences. Reinforcements from 21 Battalion 
arrive on Takrouna, which is held against counter-attack. 


20-21 April 


TUNISIA -— North-east of Takrouna 23 Battalion of 5 Brigade is 
relieved by 25 Battalion during the night. The enemy regains. 
part of Takrouna, but the defenders are reinforced by volunteers 
from 28 Battalion led by Sergeant H. Manahi, who had participated 
in the first attack, and they complete its capture. 


21 April 


TUNISIA - In three days (19-21 April) 2 New Zealand Division's 
casualties, mostly in 5 Brigade, total over 500 killed and 
wounded. 


22 April 
TUNISIA —- Brigadier G.B. Parkinson is appointed to command 6 
Infantry Brigade vice Brigadier W.G. Gentry. 
23-24 April 


TUNISIA - During the night 152 Brigade of 51 (Highland) Division 
relieves 5 Brigade in the Enfidaville line; 26 and 24 Battalions 
of 6 Brigade advance farther into the hills. 


24-25 April 


TUNISIA — In another night attack in the Enfidaville line 26 
Battalion of 6 Brigade takes Djebel Terhouna but can not complete 
the capture of Djebel es Srafi. 


26 April 


PACIFIC —- The New Zealand motor vessel Limerick (8724 tons) is 
torpedoed and sunk off Sandy Cape, Queensland. 
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26 April 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - The RNZAF strength at Guadalcanal is 
increased by the arrival of No. 15 Fighter Squadron from 
Tonga. 


26-27 April 


TUNISIA - During the night 6 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division 
is relieved in the Enfidaville line by 169 Brigade of 56 
(London) Division and 152 Brigade of 51 (Highland) Division. 


27 April 
TUNISIA - 2 New Zealand Division concentrates ina rest area 
near Sidi bou Ali. The New Zealand Minister of Defence 
(F. Jones) arrives from the United Kingdom and during the next 
few days visits units of the Division. 


40 April 


TUNISIA - Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg takes 
temporary command of 10 Corps, Brigadier H.K. Kippenberger 
temporary command of 2 New Zealand Division, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel R.W. Harding temporary command of 5 Brigade. 


May 
FIJI - No. 6 Flying Boat Squadron RNZAF is formed. (It 
operates with Catalinas from Fiji until October 1943, from 
Espiritu Santo in the New Hebrides during October-December 
1943, and from Halavo Bay, Florida Island in the Solomons, 
until September 1945.) 


1 May 


NORTH AFRICA - The New Zealand Minister of Defence (F. Jones) 
leaves 2 New Zealand Division in Tunisia. (He visits New 
Zealand units in Libya, including Advanced Base at Suani Ben 
Adem, on his way to Cairo, where he arrives on 3 May. He 
leaves Egypt for the United Kingdom on 14 May.) 


3 May 


EUROPE - Squadron Leader. L.H. Trent, of No. 487 New Zealand 
Squadron, RAF, wins the Victoria Cross for leadership and 
gallantry in an air. raid on Amsterdan. 


4 May 


TUNISIA ~ Part of 2 New Zealand Division (including 5 Brigade) 
moves to the Djebibina area west of Enfidaville and becomes 
Eighth Army's left flank. 


> May 
TUNISIA - The rest of 2 New Zealand Division (including 6 
Brigade) moves to the Djebibina area. 

6 May 


TUNISIA - Eighteenth Army Group opens the final offensive in 
Tunisia. 
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MAY 11 
7 May 


TUNISIA - Eighteenth Army Group overruns Tunis and Bizerta and 
splits the Axis forces. 


PACIFIC - United States army and naval forces leave Tonga for 
New Caledonia. 


8 May 


TUNISIA - After nightfall 2 New Zealand Division, less 5 
Brigade (which stays near Djebibina until 10 May), returns 
to the Enfidaville area. 


9-10 May 


TUNISIA - North-west of Enfidaville 25 Battalion of 6 Brigade 
relieves 169 Brigade of 56 (London) Division. 


10 May 


TUNISIA — 5 Brigade leaves the Djebibina area and concentrates 
near Enfidaville. 


12 May 


TUNISIA — The Germans and Italians surrender en masse in 
Tunisia. Among them is the commander of the Army Group Africa, 
General von Arnin. Isolated pockets of resistance remain 
north-west of Enfidaville. 


12-25 May 


INTERNATIONAL - The TRIDENT Conference, attended by the United 
States President, the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and 
the Combined Chiefs of Staff at Washington, selects 1 May 1944* 
as the target date for the cross-Channel invasion of North-West 
Europe; approves a plan for the invasion of Sicily, to be 
followed by operations designed to knock Italy out of the war; 
approves the United States' ‘Strategic Plan for the Defeat of 
Japan', calling for a drive on Japan through the Central 
Pacific. 


15 May 


TUNISIA - The campaign ends. General Messe (who is notified 
of his promotion to.field marshal on this date), commander of 
the First Italian Army, accompanied by Major-General von 
Liebenstein of 164 Light Division, surrenders in person to 
General Sir Bernard Freyberg at Headquarters 10 Corps. Since 
6 May Eighteenth Army Group has taken 210,000 Axis prisoners. 

The whole of 2 New Zealand Division assembles south of 
Enfidaville after 167 Brigade of 56 (London) Division relieves 
6 Brigade. The British 8 Armoured Brigade ends its association 
with the New Zealand Division. 

The 2nd New Zealand Division's casualties between 1 March 
and 13 May 1944 in Tunisia are 385 killed, 1284 wounded and 31 
prisoners, a total of 1700. 

Of the 750 New Zealand airmen who have served with the RAF 
in the Middle East campaigns during 1940-43, 115 have died. 


* The invasion began on 6 June 1944, 
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MAY-JUNE 1944 
14 May 


TUNISIA - Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg relinquishes 
command of 10 Corps and returns to the command of 2 New Zealand 
Division; Brigadier H.K. Kippenberger resumes command of 5 
Brigade. 


NEW ZEALAND —- The 9th Reinforcements (107 officers and 3402 
other ranks of 2 NZEF) embark in Dominion Monarch at Wellington 
for the Middle East. (They arrive at Port Tewfik on 11 June.) 


15 May-1 June , 
NORTH AFRICA - Travelling in 3100 vehicles, 2 New Zealand 


Division returns from Enfidaville in Tunisia to Maadi in 
Egypt, a distance of nearly 1900 miles. ) 


20 and 21 May 


NEW ZEALAND - Parliament endorses proposals put forward by the 
Government and War Cabinet that 2 NZEF be left in the Middle 
East and be available for operations in Europe. A relief 
scheme for men with long service in the Middle East is to be 
put into effect. The division in the Pacific is to be 
reorganised on a reduced scale. 


26 May 


EGYPT ~- HQ 6 New Zealand Division, railway engineers and Base 
training units leave Maadi Camp for Mena, where they are to be 
accommodated in Puttick Camp. 


31 May 


TONGA ~- The strengths of the forces are 1803 members of 2 NZEF, 
1456 Tongans, 192 United States air force, and 345 United 
States navy. 


June 


NEW ZEALAND - No. 18 Fighter Squadron and No. 40 Transport 
Squadron RNZAF are formed. (No. 18 is stationed in the Pacific 
from September 1943 to October 1945. No. 40 is based at 
Whenuapai until disbanded in 1947.) 


4 June 


EGYPT —- Brigadier R.W. Harding is appointed to command 5 
Infantry Brigade vice Brigadier H.K. Kippenberger. 


6 June 


EGYPT ~ Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg relinquishes 
command of 2 New Zealand Division and departs for New Zealand 
by air. Major-General L.M. Inglis assumes command of the 
nea and Brigadier S.F. Hartnell command of 4 Armoured 
Brigade. 


7? June 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - No. 15 Fighter Squadron RNZAF shoots down 
four of 23 Japanese aircraft destroyed. 
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JUNE-JULY 194 
411 June 


EGYPT - The 9th Reinforcements of 2 NZEF arrive at Port Tewfik 
from New Zealand. The contingent includes 1 Tank Battalion, 
which proceeds to Maadi Camp as reinforcements for 4 Armoured 
Brigade. The other reinforcements go to Puttick Camp, Mena. 


12 June 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - Eight aircraft of No. 14 Squadron RNZAF 
(which is in the process of relieving No. 15 Fighter Squadron 
at Guadalcanal) shoot down six Japanese aircraft in an action 
in which the enemy loses a total of 25 machines, the Americans 
five, and RNZAF one. 


15 June 


EGYPT - The RUAPEHU furlough draft of over 6000 men, selected 

from the first three echelons of 2 NZEF, sails from Port Tewfik 

in Nieuw Amsterdam for New Zealand, where it arrives on 12 July. 
Lf 


16 June 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - No. 14 Fighter Squadron RNZAF shoots down five 
Japanese fighters in a battle in which 77 enemy machines are 
claimed by Allied fighters and 11 by anti-aircraft fire; the 
Allied losses aresix fighters (none in No. 14 Squadron). 


17 June 


MIDDLE EAST ~- The New Zealand squadron of the Long Range Desert 
Group leaves Egypt for The Cedars, Lebanon, where it is to train 
before being employed in the Aegean islands. 


20 June 


NEW ZEALAND - Lieutenant~General Sir Bernard Freyberg arrives 
at Auckland by air from the Middle East. 


40 -June 


PACIFIC ~ Converging drives on Rabaul by Allied forces in the 
South Pacific and South-West Pacific open with amphibious 
operations against the central Solomons and New Guinea. 


NEW CALEDONIA - 3 New Zealand Division is reorganised on a 
two-brigade basis: 15 Brigade is disbanded, and its components 
(1 Battalion Scottish Regiment and 1 Battalion Ruahine Regiment) 
become reinforcements for 8 and 14 Brigades. 


July 


NEW ZEALAND - No. .25 Dive Bomber Squadron RNZAF is formed at 
Seagrove. (It is stationed at Espiritu Santo in the New 
Hebrides during January-March 1944 and on Bougainville during 
March-May 1944.) | 


2 July 
SOLOMON ISLANDS - 1 Commando Fiji Guerrillas, led by 
New Zealanders, lands in New Georgia. 

10 July 


SICILY - The invasion forces of Fifteenth Army Group (the 
United States Seventh Army and British Eighth Army) land on 
the south-east coast. 
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JULY-AUGUST 1943 
12-13 July 


NEW ZEALAND - The RUAPEHU furlough draft (288 officers and 
5799 other ranks of 2 NZEF) disembarks from Nieuw Amsterdam 
at Wellington. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - HMNZS Leander is badly damaged by a torpedo 
in a night action between a United States task force and a 
Japanese naval force in the Kula Gulf. (The cruiser goes to 
the United States for repairs and rearming, and subsequently 
reverts to the Royal Navy.) 


15 July 
NEW ZEALAND - Brigadier W.G. Gentry is appointed Deputy Chief 


of the General Staff at Army Headquarters vice Brigadier K.L. 
Stewart. 


19 July 


NEW ZEALAND - Air Vice-Marshal L.M. Isitt succeeds Air Vice- 
Marshal R.V. Goddard as Chief of the Air Staff. 


21 July 


NEW ZEALAND - The 10th Reinforcements (176 officers and 5887 
other ranks of 2 NZEF) embark in Nieuw Amsterdam at Wellington 
for the Middle East. (They arrive at Port Tewfik on 18 August.) 


24 July 
EGYPT - 18 Army Troops Company is disbanded. 


25 July 


ITALY - King Victor Emmanuel of Italy proclaims the fall of 
Benito. Mussolini, whose offices are taken over by Marshal 
Pietro Badoglio. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS — No. 14 Fighter Squadron RNZAF hands over its 
duties at Guadalcanal to No. 16 Fighter Squadron. (During its 
tour of operations in the Solomon Islands No. 14 Squadron 
destroyed 22 Japanese aircraft and probably destroyed four more, 
with a loss in action of four aircraft and three pilots.) 


27-50 July 
SOLOMON ISLANDS — The GOC 4 New Zealand Division (Major-General 
H.E. Barrowclough) and other officers leave New Caledonia by 
air for Guadalcanal to inspect an area to accommodate the 
Division. 


31 July 


EGYPT - Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg returns from 
New Zealand and resumes command of 2 New Zealand Division; 
Brigadier L.M. Inglis resumes command of 4 Armoured Brigade. 


5 August 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - In New Georgia the Munda airfield, the main 
objective of the central Solomons campaign, falls to the 
United States forces. 
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AUGUST 1943 


6 August 


EGYPT - Brigadier N.W. McD. Weir is appointed Officer in Charge 
of Administration 2 NZEF and commander of 6 New Zealand Division 
and Maadi Camp vice Brigadier W.G. Stevens. 


11 August 


WEST AFRICA —- Gallantry in an attack on a German U-boat, in 
which both the aircraft and the submarine are destroyed off 
the west coast of Africa, earns Flying Officer L.A. Trigg 

(a New Zealander in No. 200 Squadron of the RAF) the Victoria 
Cross posthumously. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - 1 Commando Fiji Guerillas leaves New Georgia 
for Guadalcanal. (During the fighting for the Munda airfield 

the unit killed over 100 Japanese. Its own casualties were 11 
killed and 21 wounded, including six killed and three wounded 

among its New Zealanders. ) 


14-24 August 


INTERNATIONAL - The QUADRANT Conference at Quebec is attended 
by the United States President, the Prime Minister of the 

United Kingdom, and the Combined Chiefs of Staff. The 

invasion of North-West Europe and the bombing offensive are 

to constitute the primary effort against Germany; plans for 

the invasion of Italy are approved; advances against Japan 

are to be made along the Central Pacific and South-West 

Pacific Area route; a new Allied command, the South-East 

Asia Command, is authorised, with Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten 
as the Supreme Commander. 


15 August 
SOLOMON ISLANDS - United States forces land on Vella Lavella. 


16 August 


UNITED KINGDOM ~ 14 Forestry Company sails for Algiers, where 
it disembarks on 25 August. 


18 August 


NEW CALEDONIA —- 14 Brigade of 43 New Zealand Division sails from 
Noumea in three combat teams formed round 30, 35 and 37 
Battalions, which embark in President Adams, President Hayes 

and President Jackson respectively for Efate Islan n e 

New Hebrides to carry out amphibious exercises before proceeding 
to Guadalcanal. 


EGYPT —- The 10th Reinforcements for 2 NZEF disembark at Port 
Tewfik and go to Puttick Camp, Mena. 


21 August 


PACIFIC - HQ 3 New Zealand Division closes at Moindah, New 
Caledonia, and at the same time Advanced HQ 3 Division opens 
at Guadalcanal. 

24 August 


EGYPT - Brigadier K.L. Stewart is appointed to command 5 
Infantry Brigade vice Brigadier R.W. Harding. 
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AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1943 


ec4 August 


NEW CALEDONIA - Divisional Troops Group of 3 New Zealand 
Division sails from Noumea in the United States' ships Fuller 
and Hunter Liggett for amphibious exercises at Efate Island 
before aaoteetine to Guadalcanal. 


26 August 


INTERNATIONAL —- The United Kingdom, the United States and 
other Allied nations extend recognition to the French Committe 
of National Liberation. 


27 August 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - 14 Brigade of 3 New Zealand Division disembarks 


from President Adams, President Hayes and President Jackson at 
Point Cruz, Guadalcanal. 


41 August 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - 1 Commando Fiji Guerrillas, led by New 
Zealanders, lands on Vella Lavella and is attached to 435 
Regiment, 25 United States Division. 


September 


NEW ZEALAND — No. 30 Dive Bomber Squadron RNZAF is formed at 
Gisborne. (It is stationed at Espiritu Santo in the New 
Hebrides during February-March 1944 and on Bougainville during 


4 September 


‘SOLOMON ISLANDS - Divisional Troops Group of 34 New Zealand 
Division disembarks from Fuller and Hunter Liggett at 
Guadalcanal. 


ITALY ~- 14 Corps of the British Eighth Army crosses the Strait 
of Messina from Sicily and lands on the Calabrian coast. 


4 September 


NEW CALEDONIA - 8 Brigade of 3 New Zealand Division, organised 
in three combat teams formed round 29, 34 and 36 Battalions, 
which embark in President Adams, President Hayes and President 
Jackson respectively, leaves Noumea for Efate Island in e 
New Hebrides for amphibious exercises before proceeding to 
Guadalcanal. 

The 28th Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment and 43 Heavy 
Regiment are disbanded. 


8 September 


ITALY - The Italian Armistice with the Allies is announced. 
(The armistice was signed at General Sir Harold Alexander's 
headquarters in Sicily on 3 September.) 


8-22 September 


PACIFIC - The RNZAF fighter strength in the forward area in the 
South Pacific is increased to two squadrons at Guadalcanal 

(where No. 16 Squadron is replaced by Nos. 15 and 17 Squadrons) 
and one in reserve at Espiritu Santo (where No. 18 Squadron takes 


over). No. 3 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron RNZAF is also based 
at Guadalcanal. 
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SEPTEMBER 1943 


9 September 


ITALY - The United States Fifth Army lands at Salerno. 
British Eighth Army takes the port of Taranto. (These two 
armies form Fifteenth Army Group,* commanded by General 
Sir Harold Alexander. ) 


11-19 September 
MIDDLE EAST -—- Members of 2 NZEF vote in the New Zealand 
General Election. 

12-25 September 


EGYPT - Preparatory to sailing for Italy, 2 New Zealand 
Division moves from Maadi Camp to the Burg el Arab area. 


14 September 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - An advanced party from 14 Brigade of 3 
New Zealand Division leaves Guadalcanal for Vella Lavella 
and arrives two days later. 


FIJI - Brigadier G. Dittmer is appointed commander of the Fiji 
Military Forces and the Fiji Section of 2 NZEF vice Brigadier 
J.G.C. Wales. 


14 September 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - 8 Brigade of 43 New Zealand Division disembarks 
at Guadalcanal. 


15 September 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - The advanced party for 14 Brigade of. 3 New 
Zealand Division lands in Vella Lavella. 


17 September 


MIDDLE EAST - Colonel F.M.H. Hanson is appointed Chief Engineer 
2 NZEF in addition to his appointment of Commander Royal 
Engineers 2 New Zealand Division. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS — The first flight of 14 Brigade of 3 New 
Zealand Division leaves Guadalcanal for Vella Lavella. 


18 September 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - Part of 3 New Zealand Division, mostly 14 
Brigade and elements of headquarters, arrives at Vella Lavella 
from Guadalcanal to relieve the United States troops on the 

island and clear it of Japanese. Major-General H.E. Barrowclough 
takes command on Vella Lavella. 


UNITED KINGDOM - The Forestry Group (11 and 15 Companies) leaves 
to return to New Zealand. 


* Fifteenth Army Group is renamed Allied Central Mediterranean 
Force on 19 January 1944, which becomes Allied Armies in Italy 
on 10 March. It is redesignated Fifteenth Army Group on 
16 December 1944, 
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SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1943 
22 September 


AEGEAN SEA - The New Zealand Squadron of the Long Range Desert 
Group arrives at Leros in the Dodecanese Islands. (It later 
sends patrols to other islands in the Aegean. The Germans 
invade these islands and complete their capture by mid-November. 
There are 29 New Zealand casualties. ) 


23 September 


EGYPT — The return of 2 NZEF units from Puttick Camp, Mena, to 
Maadi is completed. 


24 September 
EGYPT - Advanced Base 2 NZEF is formed for service in Italy. 


24 September-1 October 


EGYPT - 2 New Zealand Division exercises in the agsert near 
Burg el Arab. 


25 September 


NEW ZEALAND - In the general election the Labour Government 
loses eight seats but still has a parliamentary majority of ‘12. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - The second flight of 14 Brigade of 434 New 
Zealand Division arrives at Vella Lavella from Guadalcanal. 
14 Brigade begins offensive operations against the Japanese 
on Vella Lavella. | 
1 Commando Fiji Guerrillas is withdrawn from Vella Lavella. 


5 October 


EGYPT - The first flight of 2 New Zealand Division, including 
Divisional Headquarters, 6 Brigade, Divisional Cavalry, artillery, 
engineers, signals and other units, embarks in Reina del Pacifico 
and Dunottar Castle, which sail from Alexandria for Italy. 


6 October 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - The campaign in the central Solomons ends 
when the Japanese complete the evacuation of Vella Lavella. 
(3 New Zealand Division declares Vella. Lavella secured on 

9 October. ) 


g October 


ITALY -— The first flight of 2 New Zealand Division arrives at 
Taranto. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - 14 Brigade reports to HQ 3 New Zealand Division 
that the task of clearing the enemy from Vella Lavella is 
completed. It is estimated that 200-300 Japanese were killed. 
The New Zealand casualties are 32 killed and 432 wounded. 


13 October 


INTERNATIONAL ~- Italy declares war on Germany, thus becoming 
a co-belligerent of the Allies. 
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OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 1943 
15 October 


SOLOMON ISLANDS —- The RNZAF Station New Georgia is established 
at Ondonga. Nos. 15 and 18 Squadrons arrive nine days later 
and become the RNZAF Fighter Wing. 


16 October 


EGYPT - First flight of vehicles for 2 New Zealand Division 
leaves Port Tewfik for Bari in Italy, where it arrives on 
29 October. 


17 October 


EGYPT - The second flight of 2 New Zealand Division, including 
4 and 5 Brigades and some artillery and medical units, embarks 
in Llangibby Castle, Nieuw Holland, Letitia, Egra and Aronda, 
which sail iron Alexandria for Italy next day. 


18 October 


SOLOMON ISLANDS =- The Allied air forces begin intensive attacks 
on the Bougainville airfields in preparation for the invasion 
of the island. 


22 October 


ITALY —- The second flight of 2 New Zealand Division arrives at 
Taranto. 


24 October 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - No. 1 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron RNZAF 
relieves No. 4 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron at Guadalcanal. 


27 October 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - 8 Brigade of 3 New Zealand Division lands on 
Mono and Stirling islands in the Treasury Group. Air cover is 
given by Nos. 15 and 18 Squadrons RNZAF and United States 
aircraft. 


28 October 
NEW ZEALAND —- Butter rationing is introduced. 


29 October 


ITALY - The first flight of the vehicles for 2 New Zealand 
Division arrives from Egypt at Bari. (The last flight of 
vehicles does not arrive until 20 November and unloading is 
not completed until the end of that month.) 


40 October 


NEW ZEALAND -— The Forestry Group (10 officers and 310 other ranks 
cof 2 NZEF), returning from the United Kingdom, disembarks at 
Auckland, having travelled by Mauretania from Liverpool to Boston 
end by Fred C. Ainsworth from and. 


41 November 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - United States forces invade Bougainville. 
™e second flight of 8 Brigade of 3 New Zealand Division from 
Guadalcanal lands in the Treasury Islands. 


NEW HEBRIDES - RNZAF Base Depot is formed at Espiritu Santo. 
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NOVEMBER 1943 
4 November 


MIDDLE EAST - Some 570 New Zealand ex-prisoners of war 
repatriated from Germany arrive in Egypt. 


6 November 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - The third flight of 8 Brigade of 3 New 
Zealand Division from Guadalcanal lands in the Treasury 
Islands. 


11 November 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - The fourth flight of 8 Brigade of 3 New 
Zealand Division lands in the Treasury Islands. 


12 November 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - Organised resistance by the Japanese ‘has 
ceased in the Treasury Islands. More enemy are accounted for 
subsequently, but on this date 205 Japanese have been killed 
and eight captured. The 2 NZEF casualties are 40 killed and 
145 wounded, and the United States casualties 12 killed and 

29 wounded. 


44 November 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division, with 19 Indian Infantry 
Brigade under command, assumes responsibility for a sector 
of Eighth Army's front near the Adriatic coast. 


15 November 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - Major-General H.E. Barrowclough assumes 
command of the Treasury Islands. 


18 November 


ITALY - In the first action ever fought by New Zealand tanks, 
19 Armoured Regiment of 4 Brigade, operating with 3/8 Punjab 
Regiment, captures Perano, in the hills near the Sangro River. 


FIJI - 2 Commando Fiji Guerrillas (comprising 136 Fijians and 
36 New Zealanders) embarks in Mormacsea at Lautoka for the. 
Solomon Islands. 


19 November 


ITALY ~— 6 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division occupies positions 
in the Monte Marcone area, south of the Sangro River. 


2O November 


GILBERT ISLANDS - The United States forces invade Makin and 
Tarawa atolls and thus begin a series of amphibious operations 
in the central Pacific aimed ultimately at the invasion of 
Japan. 


ce November 


MIDDLE EAST - The strength of the non-divisional engineers in 

2 NZEF is reduced by tht disbandment of the Railway Construction 
and Maintenance Group (9 Railway Survey Company and 10 and 13 
Railway Construction Companies), 19 Army Troops Company, and 

21 Mechanical Equipment Company. 
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NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1943 


22 November 


MIDDLE EAST (cont.) - Brigadier W.G. Stevens is reappointed 
Officer in Charge of Administration 2 NZEF vice Brigadier 
N.W. McD. Weir, who becomes Officer Commanding New Zealand 
Troops in Egypt and commander 6 New Zealand Division and 
Maadi Camp. | | 

Miss E.C. Mackay is appointed Principal Matron e NZEF 
vice Miss E.M. Nutsey. 


22-26 November 


INTERNATIONAL - In the first part of the SEXTANT conference in 
Cairo the President of the United States (Roosevelt), the British 
Prime Minister (Churchill) and Chiang Kai-shek of China discuss 
the invasion of North-West Europe, operations in the Mediterranean 
and plans for an offensive in Burma. c 


LS 

24 November | 
ITALY - 5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division begins to occupy 
positions on the right of 6 Brigade in the Monte Marcone area 
near the Sangro River. 


26 November 


ITALY - Brigadier H.K. Kippenberger is appointed to command 5 
Infantry Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division vice Brigadier K.L. 
Stewart. 


27-28 November 


ITALY - At night 2 New Zealand Division crosses the Sangro River 
with 23 and 21 Battalions of 5 Brigade and 26, 25 and 24 Bat- 
talions of 6 Brigade, which occupy their objectives in the hills 
to the north. 


28-40 November 


INTERNATIONAL - The United States President, British Prime Minister 
and Marshal Stalin of the Soviet Union meet in the EUREKA Confer- 
ence at Teheran, Iran. The invasion of North-West Europe and 
southern France are given priority over all other operations, 

and Stalin agrees to commit the Soviet forces against Japan 

after the defeat of Germany. 


28 November-2 December 
ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division advances towards Castelfrentano 
in the hills north of the Sangro River. 
29 November 
ITALY - Brigadier K.L. Stewart is appointed to command 4 Armoured 
Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division vice Brigadier L. M. Inglis. 
40 November 


NEW ZEALAND ~ Brigadier R. Young relinquishes the appointment 
of Director-General of the Home Guard. 


December 


NEW ZEALAND ~ No. 19 Fighter Squadron and No. 41 Dive Bomber 
Squadron RNZAF are formed. (No. 19 Squadron is stationed in the 
Pacific from February 1944 to October 1945, and No. 31 on Bougain- 
ville during May-July 1944.) 
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DECEMBER 1943 


41 December 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - Brigadier L.G. Goss is appointed to command 
8 Infantry Brigade of 43 New Zealand Division vice Brigadier 
R.A. RoW. 


2 December 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division is established on the Lanciano- 
Guardiagrele ridge north of the Sangro River; 24 Battalion of 
6 Brigade enters Castelfrentano, which the enemy has vacated; 
4 Armoured Brigade probes towards Guardiagrele. 


2-4 December 


ITALY — German aircraft attack the port of Bari at night; two 
ammunition ships explode in the crowded harbour and 17 other 
ships are lost as a result. 


4-7 December 


INTERNATIONAL -— Returning from Teheran to Cairo, the British 
and United States delegates continue the SEXTANT discussions 
on the campaigns in the Mediterranean, Burma and Pacific 
theatres. 


4 December 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division attacks Orsogna in the German 
line beyond the Sangro River: 25 Battalion of 6 Brigade enters 
the town but is compelled to withdraw when the Germans counter- 
attack. 


5 December 


ITALY - The British 2 Independent Parachute Brigade comes under 
the command of 2 New Zealand Division and goes into position on 
the left flank. 


7 December 


ITALY - The second direct assault by 2 New Zealand Division 
fails to capture Orsogna: 23 Battalion of 5 Brigade captures 
and holds the Sfaciata Ridge (to the north-east); 28 (Maori) 
Battalion of this brigade reaches the Ortona-Orsogna road, but 
after withstanding a succession of counter-attacks has to 
withdraw; 24 Battalion of 6 Brigade enters Orsogna but can 
not hold the town. 


8 December 


NORFOLK ISLAND - The 2 NZEF garrison is withdrawn from Norfolk 
Island; 16 officers and 410 other ranks disembark from Wahine 
at Auckland two days later. (A small rear party remains a 
Norfolk until 11 February 1944, when command passes to the 
officer commanding the RNZAF station and the island becomes 

an Air Force responsibility. ) The 152nd Heavy Battery, 218 
Anti~-Aircraft Battery and 2 Wellington-West Coast Battalion 
are disbanded. 


9 December 


ITALY - A Russian Military Mission visits 2 New Zealand 
Division. 


11. December 


FIJI - 1 Commando Fiji Guerrillas returns from the Solomon 
Islands. 
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DECEMBER 1943 


12-14 December 


ITALY - At night 17 Infantry Brigade of 5 British Division, 
having come under the command of 2 New Zealand Division, takes 
up a position on the right flank. 


15 December 


ITALY - 5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division attempts a thrust 
around Orsogna from the north-east; 21 Battalion seizes the 
ridge north of Sfaciata Ridge, 23 Battalion cuts the Orsogna- 
Ortona road west of Sfaciata Ridge, and tanks of 18 and 20 
Armoured Regiments exploit along the road towards Orsogna. 
Some tanks spend the night at the cemetery less than a mile 
from. the town and are joined there by 28 (Maori) Battalion. 


16 December 


ITALY — 5 Brigade holds its salient north-east of Orsogna 
against counter-attacks, but an attack by 2O Armoured Regiment 
and 28 (Maori) Battalion along the road from the cemetery does 
not succeed. 17 Brigade reverts to the command of 5 Division, 
which has come into the line on the right of 2 New Zealand 
Division. 


17 December 


PACIFIC — 24 aircraft of the New Zealand Fighter Wing, 
stationed at Ondonga in New Georgia, take part in the first 
major air operation over the Japanese naval and air base at. 
Rabaul, a sweep by a total of 80 aircraft. The New Zealanders 
shoot down five of the nine Japanese aircraft destroyed, at the 
cost of two RNZAF aircraft. 


ITALY ~ A small force from 26 Battalion and 20 Armoured Regiment 
tries unsuccessfully to enter Orsogna by advancing along the road 
from the east. 


20 December 


ITALY ~- On Eighth Army's flank next to the Adriatic coast, 

1 Canadian Division pushes into the outskirts of Ortona (about 
10 miles. north-east of Orsogna), but does not finally clear 
the enemy from the town until 28 De ember. 


21 December 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - 1. Battalion of the Fiji Infantry Brigade 
disembarks in Bougainville to work with the United States 
forces at Empress Augusta Bay. 


c4 December 


ITALY - An attack by 5 Brigade with 21, 26 and 28 Battalions 
gains possession of the ridges between the Orsogna-Ortona road 
and the Arielli stream as far north as the Fontegrande Ridge. 
This is the limit of 2 New Zealand Division's advance on this 
front in Italy. 


PACIFIC - In a sweep over Rabaul the New Zealand Fighter Wing 
shoots down 12:Japanese aircraft, probably destroys four more 
and damages others, for the loss of seven RNZAF machines. 
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25 December 


ITALY = On 2 New Zealand Division's front north of Orsogna 
6 Brigade takes over command from 5 Brigade following the 
relief of 21 Battalion by 25 Battalion on Fontegrande Ridge. 


27? December 


ITALY —- 6 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division becomes complete 
in the line after nightfall when 24 Battalion replaces 28 
(Maori) Battalion in the cemetery area north of Orsogna. 


340 December 


NEW ZEALAND -— As a result of a reduction in the garrison, 120 
officers and 1067 other ranks of 2 NZEF returning from Tonga 
disembark from David Shanks at Wellington. 


41 December 


NEW ZEALAND —- The approximate strengths of the three services 
and the theatres in which New Zealanders are serving: 

Navy: 5000 men in New Zealand and the Pacific, 3500 in other 
the atres e 

Army: 30,000 men in Italy and the Middle East, 19,600 in the 
Pacific. 

Air Force: over 30,000 men in New Zealand and the Pacific, 
4000 in Europe, 2000 in Canada and elsewhere. 


MIDDLE EAST - The New Zealand Squadron of the Long Range Desert 
Group is disbanded. 


January 


NEW ZEALAND — No. 20 Fighter Squadron RNZAF is formed. (It is 
stationed in the Pacific from April 1944 to August 1945.) 


1 January 


ITALY - General Sir Bernard Montgomery is succeeded as commander 
of Eighth Army in Italy by Lieutenant-General Sir Oliver Leese. 
Deep snow lies on Eighth Army's front. 


o-4 January 


ITALY - At night 5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division relieves 
6 Brigade on the Fontegrande front north of Orsogna and the 
6th goes into reserve near Castelfrentano. 


5 January 


SOLOMON ISLANDS —- HQ 3 New Zealand Division closes at Vella 
Lavella and opens at Guadalcanal, 


? January 


EGYPT - The second furlough draft from 2 NZEF (WAKATIPU scheme) 
leaves Maadi Camp for Port Tewfik to embark in Scythia, which 
sails on 9 January. (After transferring to Mariposa at Bombay, 
the draft disembarks at Wellington on 10 February. ) 
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5-7 January 
SOLOMON ISLANDS - No. 1 (Islands) Group RNZAF is transferred’ 


from Espiritu Santo in the New Hebrides to the RNZAF Station, 
Guadalcanal. 


42 January 


NEW ZEALAND =- The first section of the 11th Reinforcements of 
2 NZEF and 677 men returning from furlough in New Zealand 
(altogether 144 officers and 3242 other ranks) embark in 
Mooltan. at Wellington for the Middle East. (They arrive at 
Port Tewfik on 21 February.) 


ITALY - HQ 2 NZEF closes at Maadi Camp in Egypt and opens at 
San Basilio. 


13 January 


ITALY —- An advanced party of 2 New Zealand Division leaves 
Eighth Army's front near the Adriatic coast for Fifth Army's 
front west of the Apennines. 


14 January 


MEDITERRANEAN - Brigadier W.G. Stevens is appointed to command 
Lines of Communication Troops, 2 NZEF, Allied Central Mediter- 
ranean Force, in addition to his appointment of Officer in 
Charge of Administration 2 NZEF. 


15-16 January 


ITALY - 7 Brigade of 4 Indian Division relieves 5 Brigade of 
2 New Zealand Division on the front north of Orsogna, and 5 
Brigade assembles in the Castelfrentano area. 


15 January 


ITALY - Fifth Army confronts the German Gustav Line, which 
follows the Garigliano, Gari and Rapido rivers across the 

entrance to the Liri valley (through which passes Route 6, 
the road to Rome) to Cassino and the hills above the town. 


15-21 January 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division moves in 4500 vehicles from 
Eighth Army near the Adriatic coast to the Piedimonte d'‘'Alife 
area in the Volturno valley, in rear of Fifth Army's front. | 
The 4th Indian Division assumes responsibility for 2 New Zealand 
Division's former sector near Orsogna on 17 January. 


16 January 


EUROPE - General D.D. Eisenhower takes over the post of Supreme 
Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force in the European theatre 

of operations. His successor as Supreme Allied Commander in the 
Mediterranean theatre is General Sir Henry Maitland Wilson. 


17 January 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - The RNZAF Fighter Wing (comprising Nos. 15 

and 17 Squadrons) moves from Ondonga, New Hebrides, to Torokina, 
Bougainville, where a RNZAF Station is established. For the 

next two months the RNZAF Wing is employed mostly on operations 
against Rabaul. New Zealand fighter aircraft take part in every 
major attack made on Rabaul from the Solomon Islands. 
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17 January 


ITALY - Fifth Army opens its offensive against the Gustav Line. 


20 January 


ITALY - In Fifth Army's offensive 2 United States Corps begins 
an assault across the Rapido-Gari river at the mouth of the 
Liri valley, but is repulsed with many casualties in the next. 
two days. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - GOC 3 New Zealand Division relinquishes 
command of Vella Lavella. 


21 January 


EUROPE —- Air Marshal Sir Arthur Coningham, a New Zealander 
serving in the Royal Air Force, who has previously held the 
appointments of Air Officer Commanding in the Western Desert, 
and Air Officer Commanding ‘1st Tactical Air Force in North 
Africa, Sicily and Italy, assumes command of the RAF 2nd 
Tactical Air Force for the invasion of Europe. 


22 January 


ITALY - 6 Corps of Fifth Army lands virtually unopposed at 
Anzio, south of Rome, but does not exploit inland before the 
enemy recovers from his surprise. 


25 January 


ITALY - In Fifth Army's offensive against the Gustav Line, 

2 United States Corps crosses the Rapido River north of 
Cassino at the start of an attempt to cross the Montecassino 
spur into the Liri valley. Farther north the French 
Expeditionary Corps is fighting its way into the hills west 
of the Rapido. 


50 January 
PACIFIC - United States forces invade the Marshall Islands. 


40-31 January 
SOLOMON ISLANDS - A raiding force of about 400, mostly from 
30 Battalion of 3 New Zealand Division, lands at night on 


Nissan Island, in the Green Islands group, reconnoitres for 
a day and withdraws the following night. 


31 January 


ITALY - The casualties in 2 New Zealand Division in the Sangro 
and Orsogna operations (12 November 1943-31 January 1944) are 
4153 killed, 1132 wounded and 89 prisoners of war (including 18 
wounded), a total of 1634, 


4 February 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division and 4 Indian Division form the 
New Zealand Corps, commanded by Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard 
Freyberg, under Fifth Army. 


6 February 


ITALY - The New Zealand Corps takes over from 2 United States 
Corps the part of its sector south of Route 6, where 5 Brigade 
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FEBRUARY 1944 
6 February (€ont.) 


goes into the line facing the Rapido and Gari rivers. The 
Americans continue their offensive at Cassino, which still 
bars access to the Liri valley. 


8 February 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - 2 Commando Fijian Guerrillas arrives at 
Empress Augusta Bay, Bougainville, for patrol work with the 
United States forces. ¢rt is withdrawn in April.) 


9 February 


ITALY - Major-General H.K. Kippenberger is appointed jszemporary 
commander of 2 New Zealand Division, and Brigadier S.F. Hartnell 
temporary commander of 5 Brigade. / 


10 February 


NEW ZEALAND - The WAKATIPU furlough draft from 2 NZEF (232 
officers and 2326 other ranks) disembarks from Mariposa at 
Wellington. 


11 February 


NORFOLK ISLAND - With the withdrawal of the N Force rearguard, 
command of the island passes from the Army to the RNZAF. 


12 February 


ITALY #= The New Zealand Corps relieves 2 United States Corps 
of responsibility for the Cassino sector on Fifth Army's front. 
The Americans had reached the outskirts of the town and within 
a few hundred yards of the monastery (Benedictine Abbey) of 
Montecassino. 


14 February 


PACIFIC - In their last encounter in the war with Japanese 
fighters, RNZAF pilots (from No. 18 Squadron, based in 
Bougainville) shoot down two aircraft for the loss of one of 
their own. This brings the total of enemy aircraft destroyed 
by the New: Zealand fighter squadrons in the Pacific to 99. 


14 February 


TONGA - The Tonga Defence Force 1944 begins to function when 
Brigadier F.L. Hunt and staff of HQ 16 Brigade Group depart 
for New Zealand in Tryon. 


15 February 


ITALY —- The monastery of Montecassino is destroyed by bombing 
and artillery fire. The following night 4 Indian Division of 
the New Zealand Corps fails in an attempt to capture Point 593 
near the monastery. 

The 14th Forestry Company arrives at Taranto from Africa. 
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15 February 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - An amphibious force of 3 New Zealand Division 
(less 8 Brigade) and United States troops, commanded by Major- 
General H.E. Barrowclough, lands on Nissan in the Green Islands 
group. Nos. 14 and 18 Squadrons RNZAF provide air cover. 


17 February 


ITALY — 78 British Division comes under the command of the 
New Zealand Corps. 


17-18 February 


ITALY —- In a night attack 4 Indian Division fails to capture the 
ruins of the Montecassino monastery. Two companies of 28 (Maori) 
Battalion cross the Rapido River south of Cassino and capture the 
railway station, but are forced to withdraw the following after- 
noon when the Germans counter-attack. The Maoris have about 130 
casualties. 


20 February 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - Organised Japanese resistance ceases in the 
Green Islands, but patrols from 3 New Zealand Division continue 
mopping up until the end of the month. The total Japanese killed 
(including those on 31 January) is 120. ‘The New Zealand 
casualties are 10 killed and 21 wounded, and United States 
casualties three killed and three wounded. 


21 February 

EGYPT - The first section of the 11th Reinforcements of 2 NZEF 
arrives at Port Tewfik from New Zealand in Mooltan. 

21-22 February 
ITALY ~- In preparation for the New Zealand Corps attack on Cassino 
(Operation DICKENS), 6 Brigade moves at night into the line near 
the town north of Route 6 and relieves United States troops. 

23-24 February 


ITALY —- At night 11 Brigade of 78 British Division moves into the 
line on the southern flank of the New Zealand Corps. 


24 February 


ITALY - The New Zealand Corps assault on Cassino (Operation 
DICKENS), fixed tentatively for this date, is postponed because 
adverse weather prevents the supporting aircraft from flying.. 
The delay lasts three weeks. 


25> February 
ITALY —- The Education and Rehabilitation Service 2 NZEF is formed. 


29 February 
ITALY - Brigadier J.T. Burrows succeeds Brigadier S.F. Hartnell 
as commander of 5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division. 

February 


SOLOMON ISLANDS. ~ No. 2 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron RNZAF 


relieves No. 1 Squadron in New Georgia and later takes part in 
offensive operations against the Japanese in the Rabaul area. 
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MARCH 1944 
2 March 


ITALY - Major-General H.K. Kippenberger, severely wounded in a 
minefield on Monte Trocchio (a hill overlooking the Cassino 
battlefield), relinquishes temporary command of 2 New Zealand 
Division; he is succeeded next day by Major-General G.B. 
Parkinson, and at the same time Brigadier I.L. Bonifant becomes 
temporary commander of 6 Brigade. 


4 March 


SOLOMON ISLANDS ~ Command of the Green Islands is transferred 
from the commander of Task Force 31 to GOC 4 New Zealand Division. 


EGYPT - 5 General Hospital is formed. 


6 March 
NEW ZEALAND = The meat rationing order comes into force. 


% March 


PACIFIC - 20 aircraft of the RNZAF Wing based in Bougainville 
take part in their first fighter-bomber attack on Rabaul. | 
Subsequently the New Zealand fighter-bombers carry out strikes 
almost daily. 


10 March 


ITALY —~ HQ Allied Central Mediterranean Force is renamed HQ 
Allied Armies. 


13 March 


FIJI - 3 Battalion (including 17 officers and 30 other ranks from 
2 NZEF) of the Fiji Infantry Brigade sails from Suva for Bougain- 
ville, where it arrives a week later. This battalion and 1 
Battalion of the Fiji brigade work with the United States forces 
on Bougainville. 


15 March 


ITALY - Allied aircraft bomb the town of Cassino and New Zealand 
Corps begins its assault. Sixth NZ Brigade, (with 25 Battalion 
and 19 Armoured Regiment as the spearhead) enters the town in the 
afternoon, but makes slow progress against the Germans of 1 
Parachute Division who cling to the ruins. The bomb: craters 

and rubble obstruct the tanks. D Company of 25 Battalion 
captures Castle Hill above the town. 


16 March 


ITALY - New Zealand Corps makes limited progress in the battle 
for Cassino. On the. slopes of Montecassino Gurkhas capture 
Hangman's Hill before dawn. By the end of the day 6 Brigade 
has cleared about two-thirds of the town, but the German 
paratroops still resist in and around the Continental Hotel 

in the south-west corner. 


17 March 


ITALY - 26 Battalion of 6 Brigade seizes the Station and Hummock 
south of Cassino. 
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17 March 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - Since 15 February seven echelons have trans- 
ported over 16,000 New Zealand and United States troops from 
Guadalcanal to Green Islands. 


19 March 


ITALY - In Cassino the continued effort by 6 Brigade, including 
an attack by 28 (Maori) Battalion on the Continental Hotel, fails 
to drive the Germans completely from the town. Tanks of C 
Squadron of 20 Armoured Regiment (with a force commanded by 7 
Indian Brigade) surprise the enemy at Montecassino by approaching 
over the hills from the north-west, but can not reach the monas- 
tery without the aid of infantry. 


19-20 March 


ITALY - New Zealand Corps reorganises during the night; 2 
New Zealand Division brings 5 Brigade into Cassino, where 23 
Battalion joins 28 (Maori) Battalion, the three battalions of 
6 Brigade and 19 Armoured Regiment. 


20 March 


SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC — The United States forces complete the 
encirclement of the Japanese at Rabaul, but the enemy holds. 
out in this region until the end of the war. 


20-21 March 


ITALY - At Cassino 2 New Zealand Division has six infantry 
battalions in the town when 21 Battalion joins 5 Brigade. 
Although the Division keeps up the offensive for another two 
days, it does not make any appreciable headway. 


24 March 
ITALY —- New Zealand Corps gives up the offensive at Cassino. 


23-24 March 


ITALY - At night New Zealand Corps withdraws its outposts (the 
Gurkhas at Hangman's Hill and © Company of 24 Battalion at 
Point 202) from the hillside of Montecassino, where they have 
been supplied exclusively by air. 


24 and 24 March 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - Nos. 25 and 30 Dive Bomber Squadrons RNZAF 
arrive at Piva, Bougainville, from Espiritu Santo. Their main 
effort is directed against Rabaul. 


O4 March 


NEW ZEALAND - Major-General H.E. Barrowclough returns from the 
Solomon Islands and in the next two days attends meetings of the 
War Cabinet and the full Cabinet to discuss the withdrawal of 
men of 2 NZEF from the Pacific theatre. 
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26 March 


ITALY —- New Zealand Corps is disbanded, and 13 Corps of Eighth 
Army assumes command of the Cassino front. 


26-28 March 


ITALY - At Cassino 2 New Zealand Division regroups with 6 
Brigade (reinforced by 22 (Motor) Battalion) in the town and 
around the station, 5 Brigade (augmented by Divisional Cavalry) 
along the Rapido and Gari river line for about five miles to 
the south, and 20 Armoured Regiment in the place of the 19th. 


27 March 


ITALY ~ Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg, having relin- 
quished command of New Zealand Corps, resumes command of 2 New 
Zealand Division; Brigadier G.B. Parkinson resumes command of 
6 Infantry Brigade. Brigadier L.M. Inglis is appointed to 
command 4 Armoured Brigade vice Brigadier K.L. Stewart, who is 
appointed to command 5 Infantry Brigade vice Brigadier J.T. 
Burrows. 


29-40 March 


ITALY ~ In the first step of the withdrawal of 2 New Zealand 
Division from the Cassino front, 1 Guards Brigade replaces 5 
Brigade in the sector south of the town, and 5 Brigade goes to 
the Mignano area preparatory to relieving 6 Brigade in the town. 


341 March 


NEW ZEALAND - The Second Section of the 11th Reinforcements and 
160 men returning from furlough in New Zealand, totalling 68 
officers and 2564 other ranks, embark in Ruys at Wellington for 
the Middle East. 


2 April 
PACIFIC - Right Reverend G.V. Gerard is appointed Senior Chaplain 
2 NZEF in the Pacific. 
e-4 April 


ITALY — 5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division replaces 6 Brigade in 
the town of Cassino, and 6 Brigade retires to a rest area near 
Presenzano. 


5 April 


PACIFIC - The GOC 2 NZEF IP (Major-General H.E. Barrowclough) 
issues orders to unit commanders to prepare rolls of men who 
volunteer to return to New Zealand for employment in essential 
industry. 


6-8 April 
ITALY - After being relieved by 1 Guards Brigade in Cassino, 
5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division retires to the Isernia area. 
8 April 


ITALY —- On the southern flank of the Cassino sector 4 New Zealand 
Armoured Brigade comes under the command of 6 British Armoured 
Division (which also has 1 Guards Brigade and 2 Independent 


Parachute Brigade in the line). 
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10 April 


ITALY —- The casualties in 2 New Zealand Division at Cassino 
(1 February-10 April) are 343 killed, 1204 wounded and 49 
prisoners of war (including seven wounded), a total of 1596. 


10-13 April 


ITALY - In the Apennine position north of Cassino 6 Brigade of 
2 New Zealand Division relieves 6 Polish Brigade in the sector 
astride the road to Atina from the Volturno valley, and comes 

under the command of 5 Kresowa Division (from 12 April). 


15 April 
ITALY - On Eighth Army's front 2 New Zealand Division’ assumes 


command of the Apennine position covering the roads to Atina 
from the Volturno and Rapido valleys. 


49-21 April 


ITALY —- 6 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division is relieved in the 
Apennine position by 2 Independent Parachute Brigade (which 
takes command of the sector on 20 April), and goes into reserve 
in the upper Volturno valley not far from Montaquila. 


19-243 April 


ITALY - 5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division relieves 28 Brigade 
of 4 British Division in the Belvedere-Terelle sector of the 
Apennine position, and assumes command there on 21 April. 


19-25 April 


ITALY -—- 4 Armoured Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division is relieved 
in Cassino by units of 8 Indian Division, withdraws to the 
Pietramelara area, and reverts to New Zealand command on the 25th. 


24 April 


PACIFIC - The disintegration of 3 New Zealand Division in the 
Pacific theatre begins with the departure of about 1800 men from 
the Green Islands in Wharton for return to New Zealand. The 
process of withdrawing the New Zealanders continues for several 
weeks. 


26 April 
SOLOMON ISLANDS - About 1700 men of 8 Brigade, 43 New Zealand 
Division, leave the Treasury Islandsin President Monroe for 
absorption in essential industry in New Zealand. 

27 April 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - No. 2 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron RNZAF 
moves to Piva, Bougainville, from Munda, New Georgia. 


29 April — 3 May 


ITALY - 6 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division replaces 5 Brigade 
in the Belvedere-Terelle sector of the Apennine position. 


102. 


APRIL-MAY 1944 


40 April 


ITALY - Reverend G.A.D. Spence is appointed Senia@ Chaplain 
to the Forces vice Reverend J.W. McKenzie. 


May 
NEW ZEALAND - No. 21 Fighter Squadron RNZAF is formed. (It is 


stationed in the Pacific from June 1944 to July 1945.) No. 25 
Dive Bomber Squadron is disbanded. ; 


? May 


ITALY - The German artillery destroys 2 New Zealand Division's 
forward dump (Hove Dump) in the hills near the Rapido valley. 


8 May 


NEW ZEALAND - The Government takes full financial responsibility 
for Gambia (a six-inch cruiser of 8000 tons), which replaces 
Leander in the Royal New Zealand Navy. 


FIJI - 2 Commando Fiji: Guerrillas returns from the Solomon 
Islands. 


11-12 May 


ITALY —~ At 11 p.m. the Allied armies open their drive on Rome 
with a tremendous bombardment of the Gustav Line. Fifth Army 
begins its thrust into the Aurunci Mountains south of the Liri 
River; Eighth Army forces an entry to the Liri valley south 
of Cassino. In the Apennine position 2 New Zealand Division 
feints to mislead the enemy and gives artillery support to 2 
Polish Corps of Eighth Army attaching Montecassino. 


14 May 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - No. 20 Fighter Squadron RNZAF arrives at 
Torokina, Bougainville, where the New Zealand Fighter Wing 
continues to function. Later in May, when Nos. 25 and 30 
Dive Bomber Squadrons return to New Zealand, No. 31 Dive 
Bomber Squadron takes over No. 30 Squadron's aircraft and 
begins a tour of duty in Bougainville. No. 2 Bomber 
Reconnaissance Squadron is replaced in Bougainville by No. 9 
Squadron. 


44-18 May 
ITALY - Under the command of 4 British Division, 19 Armoured 


Regiment crosses the Gari River and participates in the final 
battle for Cassino. 


15 May 
SOLOMON ISLANDS - 8 Brigade of 3 New Zealand Division leaves 
the Treasury Islands in Tryon for New Caledonia, where it 
arrives on the 19th. 

16-19 May 


ITALY - 5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division replaces 6 Brigade 
in the Belvedere-Terelle sector of the Apennine position. 
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17 May 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - Brigadier L.G. Goss (8 Brigade 3 New Zealand 
Division) hands over command of the Treasury Islands to the 
United States Army. 


18 May 


ITALY - Eighth Army completes the reduction of the Gustav Line 
in the Liri valley with the capture of Cassino, which falls to 
4 British Division. Troops from 3 Carpathian Division of 2 
Polish Corps take the monastery of Montecassino. Having 
completed its task in the Liri valley, 19 Armoured Regiment is 
released by 4 Division. (It reverts to the command of 4 
Armoured Brigade at Pietramelara on 22 May. 


20-23 May 


ITALY - The composite Pleasants Force relieves 12 South African 
Motor Brigade in the central sector of 2 New Zealand Division's 
front in the Apennine position. (This formation is disbanded 
on 29 May.) 


24 May 


ITALY - Fifth Army's 6 Corps begins the attack to break out 
from the Anzio beachhead. The Ist Canadian Corps of Eighth 
Army penetrates the Hitler Line in the Liri valley. 


25 May 


ITALY ~ Fifth Army achieves a solid front in Italy with the 
junction of the United States forces advancing from the south 
with those from the Anzio beachhead. 

After passing through the breached Hitler Line 18 New 
Zealand Armoured Regiment joins 8 Indian Division for operations 
in the hills north of the Liri valley. 


26 May 


ITALY —- The Germans withdraw from their Apennine positions north 
of Cassino and 2 New Zealand Division begins to advance. The 
2ist Battalion of 5 Brigade enters Terelle before dawn. 

The New Zealand Prime Minister (Peter Fraser) and Chief of 
the General Staff (Lieutenant-General E. Puttick) arrive in Italy 
and next day begin a week-long tour of 2 New Zealand Division. 


28-29 May 


ITALY - With 5 Brigade in the lead, 2 New Zealand Division 
continues the pursuit of the enemy beyond the Melfa River. On 
the way to Sora, 21 Battalion enters the villages of Alvito and 
Vicalvi on 29 May. Because of the many demolitions, 6 Brigade 
makes slow progress on the San Biagio-Atina road. 


29-30 May 


ITALY - Taking the lead from 21 Battalion in 2 New Zealand 

Division's advance towards Sora, 28 (Maori) Battalion of 5 

Brigade crosses the Fibreno River and enters the village of 
Brocco. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - Troops of 43 New Zealand Division leave Green 
Islands for New Caledonia, in Naos on the 29th and in Mintaka 
next day. 
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30 May 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - Command of the Green Islands passes from the 
GOC 3 New Zealand Division (Major-General H.E. Barrowclough) 

to the United States Army. New Zealand troops still in the 
Solomons number between 1400 and 1500 in Nissan Island, a small 
rear party in the Treasury Islands, and 600 (mostly Ordnance ) 
at Guadalcanal. (By 12 July 1944 they have all been withdrawn 
to New Caledonia. ) 


ITALY - Still supporting 8 Indian Division in the drive towards 
Rome, 18 New Zealand Armoured Regiment crosses the Liri River 
near Liri Fontana and pushes into the hills to the north. 


31 May 


ITALY - After 2 New Zealand Division's engineers have bridged 
the Fibreno River, tanks of 20 Armoured Regiment join 28 (Maori ) 
Battalion and together they seize the town of Sora on the upper 
Liri River. 


June 


NEW ZEALAND - No. 22 Fighter Squadron RNZAF is formed. (It is 
based in the Pacific from August 1944 to July 1945.) 


1 June 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division enters the upper Liri valley north 
of Sora, led by 24 Battalion of 6 Brigade west of the river and 
28 Battalion of 5 Brigade east of it. Meanwhile 23 Battalion 
and 2O Armoured Regiment occupy the villages of Campoli and 
Pescosolido. ° 


2 June 


ITALY - Still led by 24 and 28 Battalions, 2 New Zealand Division 
approaches Balsorano, where the Germans hold a blocking position 
in the enclosed upper Liri valley. 


PACIFIC - Since the first main air assault on 17 December 1943, 
six RNZAF fighter squadrons (Nos. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19) as 
well as Nos. 1 and 2 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadrons, Nos. 25 
and 30 Dive Bomber Squadrons and No. 6 Flying Boat Squadron have 
taken part in air operations over Rabaul. 


o-4% June 


ITALY - A night attack by 21 Battalion of 5 Brigade on the eastern 
side of the upper Liri valley is repelled by the German rearguard 
near Balsorano, bringing 2 New Zealand Division's advance to a 
halt. 

4 June 


ITALY —- Casualties occur among 2 New Zealand Divisional Artillery 
units when their positions in the Liri valley north of Sora are 
shelled by German guns on higher ground. 


4 June 


ITALY - United States columns of Fifth Army converge on Rome and 
receive an enthusiastic welcome when they enter the city. 

After supporting 8 Indian Division's advance in hilly country 
described as impassable for tanks, 18 New Zealand Armoured Regiment 
is released to return to 2 New Zealand Division. 
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JUNE 1944 
5 June 


SOLOMON ISLANDS ~- The GOC 43 New Zealand Division (Major-General 
H.E. Barrowclough) leaves the Green Islands by air for New 
Caledonia, where he establishes Divisional Headquarters. Rear 
Headquarters is maintained at the Green Islands until the last 
New Zealand troops depart. 


6 June 


FRANCE - The Allied invasion forces from the United Kingdom land 
on the coast of Normandy. Many New Zealanders in the Royal Navy 
serve in the 300 British warships that. take part in the landings, 
and many New Zealand airmen serve with the RAF formations engaged 
in the battle. Air Marshal Sir Arthur Conginham commands the 
Allied Expeditionary Air Force. 


ITALY - In the upper Liri valley, where 2 New Zealand Division 
is no longer obstructed by the German rearguard, a patrol from 
25 Battalion of 6 Brigade enters Balsorano. 


6-10 June 


ITALY - Hindered only by mines and demolitions, 2 New Zealand 
Division, led by 26 Battalion of 6 Brigade, pushes up the Liri 
valley from Balsorano to Avezzano, which the enemy has vacated. 


8-15 June 


NEW ZEALAND - Altogether 144 officers and 5113 other ranks of 
2 NZEF, returning from the Pacific for absorption in essential 
industry or for other reasons, disembark at Auckland from 
Rochambeau on the 8th, Tryon on the 9th, Talamanca on the 12th, 
and Pinkney on the 15th. 


14 June 


ITALY — Lieutenant-Colonel D.J. Fountaine assumes temporary 
command of 6 Infantry Brigade vice Brigadier G.B. Parkinson, 

who is appointed temporary commanderof the New Zealand Artillery 
vice Brigadier C.E. Weir. 


15 June 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - The main body of HQ 3 New Zealand Division's 
staff sailsfrom Green Islands for New Caledonia in Rotanin. 


June 


PACIFIC - In mid-June the RNZAF, with a total strength of 41,000, 
has squadrons disposed as follows: Bougainville - four fighter, 
one dive-bomber and one bomber-reconnaissance; Guadalcanal - one 
fighter, one bomber-reconnaissance and one flying-boat (at Halavo 
Bay, Florida Island); Fiji - one bomber-reconnaissance and one 
flying-boat (forming at Lauthala Bay); in New Zealand - four 
fighter (including one forming) and two bomber-reconnaissance. 
Until October 1944, when the RNZAF redeploys in the Pacific, 
the squadrons based on Bougainville (where the Japanese hold out 
to the end of the war) are: No. 31 Dive Bomber (May-July), No. 9 
Bomber Reconnaissance (May-August), No. 3 Bomber Reconnaissance 
(August-October), No. 20 Fighter (May-June), No. 18 Fighter (June- 
July), No. 14 Fighter (June-August), No. 19 Fighter (July-August), 
No. 21 Fighter (July-September). No. 16 Fighter (August-September ) 
and Nos. 17 and 22 Fighter (September-—November). 
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29 June 


NEW ZEALAND - The 12th Reinforcements for 2 NZEF and men 
returning from furlough, altogether 154 officers and 1640 
other ranks, embark in Highland Princess at Wellington for 
the Middle East. 


July 


FIJI - The second No. 5 Flying Boat Squadron RNZAF is formed. 
(It is stationed at Espiritu Santo in the New Hebrides from 
October 1944 to October 1945.) 


1 July 
ITALY - Brigadier J.T. Burrows is appointed to command 
6 Infantry Brigade vice Lieutenant-Colonel D.J. Fountaine. 
4217 July 


NEW ZEALAND - Altogether 240 officers and 4669 other ranks of 
2 NZEF returning from the Pacific for absorption in essential 
(a Joie) or for other reasons arrive at Auckland in Tryon 


4 July), Carlos Carillo (9 July), Pinkney (14 July), amanca 
tts July} and Lindley M. Garrison (1 July). —_—_ 


9-14 July 


ITALY - Preparatory to taking part in Eighth Army's advance on 
Arezzo, 2 New Zealand Division moves from the Arce region in 
the Liri valley to the vicinity of Lake Trasimene. In a two- 
day journey the convoys stage overnight at Civita Castellana. 


12 July 


PACIFIC =- All New Zealand troops are withdrawn from the Solomon 
Islands to either New Caledonia or New Zealand. 


12-14 July 


ITALY ~- 6 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division relieves units of 
6 British Armoured Division in the Monte Lignano-Monte Castiglion 
Maggio area south of Arezzo. 


14 July 


ITALY — An attack by C Company of 24 Battalion on Monte Camurcina, 
near Monte Lignano, fails. C Company of 26 Battalion captures 
Poggio Spino. 


44-15 July 


ITALY - In a night attack 25 Battalion of 6 Brigade captures 
Monte Lignano. 


15-16 July. 


ITALY - 6 Brigade completes the occupation of the high ground 
near Monte Lignano. The loss of this dominant peak persuades 
the Germans to withdraw from Arezzo. 


16 July 


ITALY ~ Arezzo is entered by 6 British Armoured Division. The 
New Zealand casualties in the battle (12-16 July) are 47 killed 
and 76 wounded. 


107. 


JULY 1944 
20 July 


GERMANY - An unsuccessful attempt is made to assassinate 
Adolf Hitler near Rastenburg, in East Prussia. 


21 July 


ITALY - For the advance on Florence, Eighth.Army moves 2 New 
Zealand Division and 8 Indian Division to its left flank, 
where they are to relieve the French Expeditionary Corps of 
Fifth Army in the vicinity of Route 2 (the Siena-Florence 
highway ). The New Zealand Division goes from the Lake 
Trasimene area to Castellina in Chianti, north of Siena. 


NEW ZEALAND ~ Brigadier W.G. Gentry relinquishes the appoint- 
ment of Deputy Chief of the General Staff. 


21-22 July 


ITALY - 5 Brigade, which is to start 2 New Zealand Division's 
advance towards the Arno River, relieves 2 Moroccan Division 
of the French Expeditionary Corps at night five or six miles 
north-west of Castellina. 


22-23 July 


ITALY —- 5 Brigade, with 23 and 28 Battalions in the lead 
supported by 18 Armoured Regiment, makes good progress north- 
west of San Donato in Poggio, and crosses Route 2 in the 
Strada-Tavarnelle area. B Squadron of 18 Regiment claims 
(on 23 July) the first German. Tiger tank destroyed by 2 New 
Zealand Division in Italy. 


24-27 July 


ITALY - 5 Brigade continues its advance with 21 and 28 Battalions 
and supporting tanks on the western side of the Pesa River and 
Armcav (a composite force) on the other side. 


25 July 


CELEBES - HMNZS Gambia is among the warships which bombard the 
Japanese naval base at Sabang in the Strait of Makassar. 


26 July 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - 1 Battalion of the Fiji Infantry Brigade sails 
in Altnitah from Bougainville. (It arrives in Fiji on 3 August.) 


27 July 


ITALY - 5 Brigade's advance west of the Pesa River ends at the 
village of Montagnana; east of the river Armcav enters the town 
of San Casciano unopposed. 4 Brigade absorbs Armcav and takes 
over the San Casciano sector. Sixth Brigade passes through 5 
Brigade and crosses the Pesa River to take Cerbaia, north-west 
of San Casciano. The Division now faces the Germans' Paula 
line in the hills south of Florence. 
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27-28 July 


ITALY ~.On the southern slopes of the Pian dei Cerri hills, 
which overlook the Arno valley and Florence from the south, 

26 and 24 Battalions of 6 Brigade penetrate the German defences 
between the strongpoints of La Romola and San Michele; 26 
Battalion exploits beyond Poggio Cigoli, but is forced back | 
by a counter-attack. 4 Brigade gains ground near San Casciano 
but has not yet reached the main positions of the Paula line. 


28-29 July 


ITALY - 5 Brigade is brought into the line on the right of 4 
Brigade. A night attack by D Company of 24 Battalion and B 
Squadron of 19 Armoured Regiment on 6 Brigade's front, on the 
left, captures the village of San Michele, which is held next 
day despite counter-attacks. 


40 July 


ITALY - A Company of 23 Battalion, in 5 Brigade's sector, 
captures Sant' Andrea and repels counter-attacks. 


50-31 July 


ITALY - In night attacks 23 and 28 Battalions gain ground on 
5 Brigade's front, and 22 (Motor) Battalion of 4 Brigade 
captures the German strongpoint of La Romola. 


August 


NEW ZEALAND -— No. 23 Fighter Squadron and No. 41 Transport 
Squadron RNZAF are formed. (No. 23 is stationed in the Pacific 
from September 1944 to October 1945. No. 41 is based at Whenua- 
pai until disbanded in 1947.) 


1 August 


ITALY - While reconnoitring on 28 (Maori) Battalion's front 
north-east of La Romola, the commander of 5 Brigade (Brigadier 
K.L. Stewart) is captured by the enemy. Brigadier C.L. 
Pleasants is appointed to command 5 Brigade. 


1-2 August 


ITALY - The New Zealand Division makes a series of attacks at 
night on the eastern crests of the Pian dei Cerri hills: in 

6 Brigade's sector (on the left) 26 Battalion captures La Liona 
and 25 Battalion Poggio Cigoli and Poggio Valicaia; in the 
centre 22 Battalion of 4 Brigade takes La Poggiona but is 

driven off by counter-attacks; on the right 21 Battalion of 

> Brigade is unable to reach Poggio Issi and Poggio delle Monache. 


e~-4 August 


ITALY —- At night 2 New Zealand Division completes the capture of 
its objectives on the Pian dei Cerri ridge: 22 Battalion occupies 
La Poggiona, and 21 Battalion takes Poggio Issi and Poggio delle 
Monache. 
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4 August 


ITALY - The capture of the eastern crests of the Pian dei Cerri 
ridge is the turning point in the battle for Florence: 2 Yew 
Zealand Division and 6 South African Armoured Division drive 
towards the city on the heels of the retreating enemy. Pifth 
Brigade's advance, led by 28 (Maori) Battalion, is checked about 
three miles from Florence by the enemy at Villa Capponi. 


3-4 August 


ITALY = The Germans withdraw to the northern outskirts of 
Florence and destroy all the Arno bridges except the Ponte 
Vecchio. 

4 August 
ITALY - Patrols of the Imperial Light Horse from 6 South African 
Armoured Division enter the southern outskirts of Florence and 
‘reach the Arno River at dawn. The first New Zealanders - parties 
from 23 and 28 Battalions and 19 and 20 Armoured Regiments - 
arrive later in the morning. Divisional Cavalry patrols sweep 
towards the river west of Florence. 
In the advance to Florence (22 July—-4 August) 2 New Zealand 
Division's casualties are 215 killed, 708 wounded and 28 
prisoners of war, a total of 951. 


FIJI - 1 Battalion of the Fiji Infantry Brigade disembarks at 
Suva on returning from the Solomon Islands. (While fighting on 
Bougainville during January-June the battalion accounted for 
452 Japanese killed and eight captured; its own casualties 
were 20 killed and 67 wounded. ) 


5 August 


ITALY - In the Florence Sector south of the Arno River 5 Brigade 
of 2 New Zealand Division hands over to 2 Brigade of 1 Canadian 
Infantry Division, 


EGYPT - Brigadier W. G. Gentry is appointed Officer Commanding 
New Zealand Troops in Egypt and commander of 6 New Zealand 
Division and Maadi Camp vice Brigadier N.W.McD. Weir. 


6-7 August 


ITALY - In the Lastra a Signa-Empoli sector, on the south bank 
of the Arno River west of Florence, 2 New Zealand Division 
replaces 8 Indian Division, with 4 Brigade on the right, 6 
Brigade in the centre, and 5 Brigade on the left (where it faces 
a German pocket in and west of the small town of Empoli). 


9-10 August 


ITALY - On the Arno River front Steeleforce (a composite 
formation) takes over from 26 Battalion in 6 Brigade's sector, 
and 26 Battalion augments 5 Brigade in the Empoli sector. 
(Steeleforce is disbanded on 15 August.) 


10-11 August 


ITALY - Advances at night by 26 and 243 Battalions of 5 Brigade 
gain ground between Empoli and the Elsa River (a tributary of 
the Arno). 
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11-12 August 


ITALY.- At night 28 and 21 Battalions of 5 Brigade clear most 
of the enemy from Empoli. : 


12-22 August 


NEW ZEALAND ~— Altogether 430 officers and 2826 other ranks of 
2 NZEF returning from the Pacific disembark at Auckland, from, 
Talamanca (12 August), Torrens (17 August) and Brastagi (22 
August). 


14 August 
ITALY - 28 (Maori) Battalion mops up enemy pockets at Empoli. 


By daybreak on 14 August all organised resistance has ceased 
in this sector south of the Arno River. 


14-16 August 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division is relieved on the south bank 
of the Arno by 85 United States Division (4 and 6 Brigades on 
the night of the 14th-15th and 5 Brigade next night) and with- 
draws to the Castellina area north of Siena. The Division's 
casualties on the south bank of the Arno (5-16 August) are 31 
killed and 108 wounded, which brings the total since the start 
of the advance to Florence (on 22 July) to 1090. During this 
period 52 tanks of 4 Armoured Brigade are put out of action, 
many of them permanently. 


15 August 


FRANCE - Seventh Army (United States and French) lands on the 
Mediterranean coast of France. 


19 August 
NEW ZEALAND —- HQ 3 New Zealand Division opens at Auckland. 
A rear party of 1000 remains in New Caledonia to supervise 


the return to New Zealand of equipment and stores. (The last 
members of the rear party return on 11 October 1944. ) 


22 August 
ITALY - Brigadier J.T. Burrows is appointed to command 5 Infantry 
Brigade vice Brigadier C.L. Pleasants; Brigadier G.B. Parkinson 
is appointed to command 6 Infantry Brigade vice Brigadier J.T. 
Burrows; Brigadier R.C. Queree is appointed Commander New Zealand 
Artillery 2 NZEF and Commander Royal Artillery 2 New Zealand 
Division vice Brigadier G.B. Parkinson. 


23 August 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - 3 Battalion of the Fiji Infantry Brigade sails 
in Altnitah from Bougainville. (It reaches Fiji on 6 September. ) 


24 August 


ITALY — The British Prime Minister (Winston Churchill) visits 
2 New Zealand Division. 
25-26 August 


ITALY - In a night attack Eighth Army crosses the Metauro River 
in the Adriatic sector and opens the Allied offensive against the 
Gothic Line (based on the northern Apennines, with its Adriatic 


flank behind the Foglia River. ) 
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25-40 August 


ITALY - With the ultimate object of taking up the pursuit 
across the northern plains when the Allied Armies have broken 
through the Gothic Line, 2 New Zealand Division moves from the 
Castellina area to a concentration area near Iesi, about 15 
miles inland from Ancona. | 


530 August 


ITALY - Eighth Army crosses the Foglia River and begins the 
assault on main defences of the Gothic Line. 


31 August-2 September 


ITALY —- To strengthen Eighth Army's artillery, the three field 
regiments of 2 New Zealand Divisional Artillery are deployed. 
between the Metauro and Foglia rivers, but have few tasks 
because of the speed of the advance. 


September 


NEW ZEALAND - The strength of the Royal New Zealand Navy reaches 
a wartime peak of 10,635, of whom 1242 officers and 43659 ratings 
are serving overseas with the Royal Navy. 

No. 24 Fighter Squadron RNZAF is formed. (It is stationed 
in the Pacific from October 1944 to October 1945.) 


1 September 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - The New Zealand Air Task Force is formed in 
Bougainville to take over operational control of the New Zealand 
squadrons when the 1st Marine Air Wing (which with the RNZAF 
constitutes the Northern Solomons Air Force) moves to the 
Philippines. The 1st Marine Air Wing headquarters, however, 
does not leave Bougainville until July 1945. 


4 September 


ITALY - Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg is injured in 
an aircraft accident. 


4 September 


ITALY —- Major-General C.E. Weir is appointed temporarily to 
command 2 New Zealand Division. Brigadier C.L. Pleasants is 
appointed to command 4 Armoured Brigade vice Brigadier L.M. 
Inglis. 

5-7 September: 


ITALY —- 2 New Zealand Division moves to a concentration area near 
the Adriatic coast south of Fano. 


? September 


FIJI - 5 Battalion of the Fiji Infantry Brigade returns from 
the Solomon Islands. (While fighting at Bougainville during 
March-August the battalion accounted for more than 122 Japanese 
killed and two captured; its own casualties were 11 killed and 
42 wounded. ) 

10-11 September 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division, which has been under the command 


of 1 Ganadjan Corps for planning since 4 September, comes under 
operational Command at midniehee yep ’ 
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11 September 


NEW ZEALAND - The War Cabinet approves the policy of disbanding 
3 New Zealand Division, leaving 2 New Zealand. Division in Europe 
until the end of hostilities, and using men from the Pacific 
‘force (in camps in New Zealand) to build up the Division in 
Italy. 


11-21 September 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Divisional Artillery supports 1 Canadian 
Corps in the capture of the Coriano Ridge and the successive 
stages of the advance in the Rimini corridor, including the 
struggle for the San Fortunato Ridge. 


12 September 


ITALY - 6 Brigade group and 22 (Motor) Battalion go forward from 
the Fano area to Gradara, near Cattolica. 5 Brigade group moves 
to this area four days later. 

HQ 2 NZEF opens at Senigallia. 


14 September 


ITALY - 22 (Motor) Battalion moves to Riccione, south-east of 
Rimini, to assist 3 Greek Mountain Brigade {under Canadian 
command) in the advance along the coast. 


14-15 September 


ITALY ~- Advancing towards Rimini, 3 Greek Mountain Brigade, 
assisted by 22 (Motor) Battalion and B Squadron of 20 Armoured 
Regiment, crosses the Marano River. 


15-17 September 
ITALY - With the assistance of C Squadron of 18 Armoured Regiment 
and 22 (Motor) Battalion, 3 Greek Mountain Brigade clears the 
enemy from the Rimini airfield. 
17 September 


NEW ZEALAND - Brigadier L.G. Goss is appointed Deputy. Chief of 
the General Staff. 


17-28 September 


NEW ZEALAND =- Altogether 81 officers and 1400 other ranks of 
2 NZEF returning from the Pacific disembark at Auckland, from 
Talamanca on 17 September, Alkaid on the 25th and Cranston 
Victory on the 28th. In addition 121 officers and 709 other 
ranks From 2 NZEF in the Middle East disembark from Dunottar 
Castle at Wellington on the ‘18th. 


18-20 September 
ITALY - 5 and 6 Brigade groups of 2 New Zealand Division move to 
the vicinity of Riccione, south-east of Rimini. 
21 September 


NEW ZEALAND - The Prime Minister (P. Fraser) announces in 
Parliament that 4 New Zealand Division is to be disbanded. 
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21 September 


ITALY - 3 Greek Mountain Brigade captures Rimini: the Greeks 
are the first to enter Rimini Marina, and tanks of C Squadron 
18 Armoured Regiment and a platoon of 22 (Motor) Battalion are 
the first to enter the old city. The 22nd Battalion reverts 
to the command of 4 Armoured Brigade. 

The Ist Canadian Infantry Division establishes a bridge- 
head across the Marecchia River west of Rimini. 


21-22 September 


ITALY. - During the night 2 New Zealand Division takes over the 
coastal sector of 1 Canadian Corps' front: 21 and 28 Battalions 
of 5 Brigade enter 1 Canadian Division's bridgehead across the 
Marecchia River, and on the seaward flank 22 (Motor) Battalion 
of 4 Brigade also crosses this river. 


22-24 September 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division advances astride Route 16 (the 
Rimini-Ravenna highway) in the south-east corner of the 

Romagna plain: 21 and 28 Battalions of 5 Brigade reach the 
Scolo Brancona on 23 July, and 24 and 25 Battalions of 6 Brigade 
reach the Rio Fontanaccia next day; 22 Battalion of 4 Brigade 
keeps pace on the seaward flank. 


C4—25 September 


ITALY - In the Romagna 24 and 25 Battalions of 6 Brigade cross 
the Rio Fontanaccia and Rio del Moro; 22 Battalion of 4 Brigade 
conforms on the seaward flank until relieved near Igiea Marina 
by 6 Brigade. 


26-27 September 


ITALY —- 6 Brigade reaches the Uso River on a three-battalion 
front. During the night 4 Greek Mountain Brigade relieves 24 
Battalion on the coastal flank; 25 and 26 Battalions: establish 
bridgeheads over the Uso. 


27-28 September 


ITALY - 5 Brigade relieves 6 Brigade, and 21 and 23 Battalions 
advance to the Fiumicino River, which is the limit of the 
advance on the whole front. The crossing of the river, planned 
for the next night, is cancelled because of bad weather. The 
stalemate continues until 10 October. 


28 September 


NEW ZEALAND - the 14th Reinforcements for 2 NZEF and men returning 
from furlough (100 officers and 2022 other ranks) embark in 
Dunottar Castle at Wellington for the Middle East. (They reach 
Port Tewfik on 5 November. ) 


EGYPT - The TAUPO furlough draft (including 14 Forestry Company) 
embarks for New Zealand. (It arrives at Wellington on 31 October. ) 
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October 


NEW ZEALAND - No. 8 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron and No. 25 
Fighter Squadron RNZAF are formed. (No. 8 is stationed in 
the Pacific from November 1944 to March 1945, and No. 25 from 
December 1944 to July 1945.) 


1 October 


ITALY - General Sir Oliver Leese relinquishes command of Eighth 
Army and is succeeded by Lieutenant-General Sir Richard McCreery. 


2 October 


UNITED KINGDOM - Major-General H.K. Kippenberger is appointed to 
command the 2 NZEF Reception Group. 


5-6 October 


ITALY - On the Fiumicino River front in the Romagna 6 Brigade of 
2 New Zealand Division relieves 5 Brigade. Wilder Force (an 
ad_ hoc battalion) goes into the line with 6 Brigade. 


10-11 October 


ITALY - On the Fiumicino River front 1 Canadian Corps regroups 
and takes over the Route 9 (the Rimini-Bologna highway) sector 
from'5 Corps. Cumberland Force (Canadian units, 3 Greek 
Mountain Brigade and Wilderforce) is in the coastal sector, 

2 New Zealand Division in the central sector(where 5 Brigade 
relieves units of 5 Canadian Armoured Division) and 1 Canadian 
Infantry Division on Route 9.- 


11 October 


PACIFIC - HQ 2 NZEF in the Pacific closes at New Caledonia when 
the last members of the force, 480 men, embark in Talamanca for 
New Zealand. (These men disembark at Auckland on 14 October.) 

The anti-submarine minesweeper HMNZS Matai is damaged by a 
collision in convoy in the Solomon Islands. 


11-14 October 


ITALY - In the Romagna 28 and 23 Battalions of 5 Brigade cross 
the Fiumicino River and advance to the Scolo Rigossa; this 
creates a salient south-east of the hamlet of Sant' Angelo. 
The Divisional Engineers complete a bridge over the Fiumicino 
on 12 October. 


14 October 


ITALY - Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg returns to 2 
New Zealand Division and officially takes over command from 
Major-General C.E. Wéir on the 17th. 


14-15 October 


ITALY - The enemy withdraws from the Scolo Rigossa on 2 New 
Zealand Division's front; 28 Battalion enters Sant' Angelo in 
the evening and 23 Battalion enters Gambettola next morning. 
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15-17 October 


ITALY - In the Romagna 5 Brigade advances from the Scolo 
Rigossa to the Pisciatello River with 21 and 23 Battalions 
leading, 22 (Motor) Battalion protecting the right flank, 
and tanks in support. 


17 October 


ITALY ~ 6 Brigade relieves 5 Brigade near the Pisciatello 
River in the Romagna. 


18 October 


ITALY - Preparatory to returning to Greece, where the Germans 
are withdrawing, 3 Greek Mountain Brigade departs from the 
Cumberland Force sector in the Romagna. Wilderforce returns 
to 2 New Zealand Division from Cumberland Force. 


18-19 October 


ITALY - At night 24 and 25 Battalions of 6 Brigade cross the 
Pisciatello River, and in the morning 18 and 20 Armoured 
Regiments form up in the bridgehead in readiness for a drive 
to the Savio River. 


19 October 


ITALY - 4 Armoured Brigade's advance (by tanks of 18 and 20 
Regiments and infantry of 22 Battalion) towards the Savio River 
is halted by German strongpoints near the Cesena-Cervia road. 


NEW ZEALAND - Major-General H.E. Barrowclough issues a special 
order stating that as the greatest part of 2 NZEF IP has been 
dispersed, HQ 3 New Zealand Division will cease to function 
on 20 October. 

A total of 17,134 men have returned from the Pacific; of 
‘these industry absorbs 12,069 and 3229 embark to join 2 NZEF 
in the Mediterranean theatre. 


20 October 


ITALY - 4 Armoured Brigade crosses the Rio Granarolo and, 
changing direction from north to west, approaches the Savio 
River; 26 Battalion protects the left flank and Divisional 
Cavalry the right. The advance to the Savio on 19-20 October 
is the only occasion in Italy when 4 Armoured Brigade operates 
as a brigade. 


21 October 


ITALY - About six miles north of the town of Cesena 2 New Zealand 
Division consolidates its position on the east bank of the Savio 
River, where the three battalions of 6 Brigade go into the line. 


22-24 October 


ITALY ~- During the night 2 New Zealand Division is relieved in 
the Savio River line by 11 Infantry Brigade of 5 Canadian 
Armoured Division. 


24 October 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division goes into Eighth Army reserve and 
leaves the Romagna for billets in the Fabriano-Matelica-Camerino 
region, east of the central Apennines. This ends the Division's 
seven-week association with 1 Canadian Corps, during which time 
New Zealand casualties are 228 killed, BoP Saunded and 23 missing 
or captured, a total of 1102. 
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26 October 


ITALY —- Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg attends a 
passing-out ceremony of 14 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, which 
is to be disbanded. The Regiment claims that in two and a 
half years it has destroyed a total of 674 aircraft, one tank, 
one naval craft, and an unknown number of vehicles. 


31 October 


NEW ZEALAND — The TAUPO furlough draft from 2 NZEF (121 officers 
and 1639 other ranks), including 14 Forestry Company, disembarks 
from General Randall at Wellington. 


October-November 


PACIFIC —- The RNZAF is redeployed to operate against the 
Japanese in the Bismarck Archipelago and Bougainville from 
bases in Emirau Island of the St Matthias Group, Los Negros 
in the Admiralty Islands, Green Islands, and Bougainville. 
(There are also RNZAF bases on Guadalcanal, Espiritu Santo 
in the New Hebrides, and Fiji.) 


| The squadrons based on Emirau are: bomber reconnaissance - 
No. 4 (October-November 1944), No. 4 (November 1944-February 
1945), No. 8 (February-March 1945), No. 9 (May-June) and No. 4 
(June-July); fighter - No. 19 (November-January), No. 22 
(January-March), No. 23 (March-May), No. 25 (May-July) and No. 

44 (July-August). 


_ The fighter squadrons based on Los Negros are: No. 23 
yovenber 1944—January 1945), No. 25 (January-March), No. 19 
March-May),. No. 17 (May-September) and No. 14 (August-—October. 


The squadrons based on Green Islands are: bomber 
reconnaissance —- No. 1 (October 1944-January 1945), No. 2 
(January-March) and No. 3 (March-June); fighter - No. 20 
(October-November), No. 18 (November-—December), No. 14 (December- 
January), No. 16 (December-February), No. 17 (January-March), 
Meg). (February-April), No. 24 (March-May) and No. 21 (April- 
May ). 

The fighter squadrons based on Bougainville are: Nos. 17 
and 22 (September-November 1944), No. 15 (November-December), 
No. 24 (December 1944-January 1945), No. 21 (December-—February), 
No. 20 (January-April 1945), No. 18 (February-April), No. 14 
(April-May), Nos. 16 and 26 (April-June), No. 22 (April-July), 
No. 15 (June-September), Nos. 18 and 23 (June-October) and No. 
24 (July-October). 


1 November 


ITALY - To increase the infantry strength of 2 New Zealand 
Division and reduce its defensive equipment and administrative 
units, Divisional Cavalry is converted to infantry and joins 

6 Brigade; 22 (Motor) Battalion reverts to a normal infantry 
unit and joins 5 Brigade; 14 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, 

6 Reserve MT Company, 18 Tank Transporter Company and a few 
small units are disbanded; the composition of 7 Anti-Tank 
Regiment is changed. 


117. 
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1944 
1 November 


EGYPT = The deception scheme ‘Cascade’ is abandoned and the 
title of 6 New Zealand Division is no longer used by units in 
Maadi Camp. 

4 November 


ITALY - Major-General C.E. Weir (from 2 NZEF) is appointed to 
command 46 British Infantry Division. 

Brigadier C.L. Pleasants relinquishes command of 4 
Armoured Brigade and is appointed commander of 5 Infantry 
Brigade vice Brigadier J.T. Burrows. 


5 November 


EGYPT - The 143th Reinforcements for 2 NZEF arrive at Port 
Tewfik in Dunottar Castle. 


17-25 November 


ITALY -— The Divisional Artillery leaves 2 New Zealand Division 
in the Fabriano rest area and returns to the Romagna, where it 
joins 5 Corps in the Forli area. The three field regiments 
assist 4 British Infantry Division at the crossing of the Cosina 
River, midway between Forli and Faenza on Route 9. 


23 November 
ITALY - After a month in the Fabriano region 2 New Zealand 
Division begins to return to the Romagna. 

24 November 


EGYPT —- The KAIKOURA furlough draft embarks at Port Tewfik for 
New Zealand. (It reaches Wellington on 3 January.) 


NEW ZEALAND - HMNZS Gambia arrives at Wellington and begins her 
first visit to New Zealand ports. 
26-27 November 


ITALY — Having come under the command of 5 Corps on 25 November, 
2 New Zealand Division relieves 4 British Division along the 
Lamone River near Faenza, with 5 and 6 Brigades in the line. 


40 November 


ITALY —- On the Lamone River front D Company of 22 Battalion and 
C Squadron of 18 Armoured Regiment advance on the right flank to 
Gubadina to assist an attack by 10 Indian Division. 


1 December 


ITALY - 27 Mechanical Equipment Company is formed as a unit of 
2 NZEF. 


9-10 December 


ITALY ~- At night 7 Field Company builds the 100-foot ‘Brickworks’ 
Bailey bridge over the Marzeno River (a tributary of the Lamone) 
about a mile from Faenza. 
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DECEMBER 1944 | 
10-11 December 


ITALY - 5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division crosses the Lamone 
River to relieve 138 Brigade and part of 169 Brigade in 46 
British Division's bridgehead west of Faenza. The infantry 
changeover is completed in the evening of the 11th. 

Working in daylight under cover of smoke, 6 Field Company 
builds an 110-foot (Hunter's) Bailey bridge over the Lamone 
River. 


12 December 


ITALY - Command of 5 Brigade's sector in the Lamone bridgehead 
passes from 46 Division to 2 New Zealand Division. 


14-15 December 


ITALY ~ Under a heavy barrage 5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division 
and 10 Indian Division attack at night towards the Senio River 
from the Lamone bridgehead west of Faenza and Route 9. A German 
counter-attack compels 28 (Maori) Battalion to relinquish some 

of its gains on the right flank, but fails to dislodge 23 
Battalion from Celle in the centre, and does not threaten 22 
Battalion in the Casa Elta region on the left. The eneny's 

line has not beenbreached, but his withdrawal is inevitable. 


16 December 


ITALY - Divisional Cavalry crosses the Lamone River on the debris 
of the Route 9 bridge and enters Faenza unopposed. Only 4000 

of the original 40,000 inhabitants remain. The enemy still holds 
the northern outskirts. Fifth Brigade pushes towards the Senio 
River, which patrols reach south-west of Castel Bolognese, but the 
enemy is still on the near bank. Sixth Brigade, advancing on 

the right of the 5th, reaches Route 9 beyond Faenza. 

Field Marshal Sir Harold Alexander becomes Supreme Allied 
Commander, Mediterranean Theatre, succeeding Field Marshal Sir 
Henry Maitland Wilson. General Mark Clark assumes command of 
Allied Armies in Italy, redesignated Fifteenth Army Group, and 
Lieutenant-General L.K. Truscott succeeds him as commander of 
Fifth Army. 


17 December 


ITALY -. Under the command of 2 New Zealand Division, 43 Indian 
(Gurkha) Lorried Infantry Brigade clears the last of the eneny 
from Faenza but tries in vain to advance north of the town. 

An 130-foot Bailey bridge ('Lindell' bridge), built by 
7 Field Company at the Route 9 crossing of the Lamone River 
into Faenza, is open to traffic. 


17-18 December 


ITALY - A northward advance by 24 and 25 Battalions of 6 Brigade 
between Faenza and the Senio is strongly resisted near the railway. 


19-20 DeCember 


ITALY - To open up Route 9 beyond Faenza, 2 New Zealand Division 
advances north-eastward at night, with 43 Gurkha Brigade (on the 
right) and three battalions of 6 Brigade between the Naviglio 
Canal and the Senio River. The enemy thinned out in this sector 
before the attack started. The Division now holds a front of 


about six niles. 
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DECEMBER 1944—-JANUARY 1945 


21 December 


ITALY - Campbell Force (a mobile reserve) is formed to defend 
2 New Zealand Division against counter-attack in the vicinity 
of Faenza and to protect its flanks. 


ce December 


ITALY - North of Faenza 43 Gurkha Brigade is relieved by 167 
Brigade of 56 British Division, which takes over this sector 
from 2 New Zealand Division. 


24 December 


ITALY ~- 43 Gurkha Lorried Infantry Brigade goes into the Senio 
River line between 5 and 6 Brigades of 2 New Zealand Division, 
on a one-battalion front between the railway and Route 9. 


29 December 


ITALY - 5 Brigade relieves the battalion of 43 Gurkha Lorried 
Infantry Brigade in the Senio River line between the railway 

and Route 9, and 44 Brigade ceases to be under the command of 
2 New Zealand Division. 


40 December 


ITALY - Fifteenth Army Group, which has intended that Eighth 
Army should cross the Senio River and Fifth Army strike out of 
the northern Apennines towards Bologna, abandons the offensive 
for the winter. 


1-2 January 


ITALY - On the Senio River front 10 Indian Division relieves 
‘5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division in the sector south of 
Route 9; 5 Brigade continues to hold a sector astride the 
highway and railway, and 6 Brigade the sector to the north. 


2-4 January 


ITALY » On 2 New Zealand Division's northern flank 6 Brigade 
occupies positions from which the enemy has withdrawn. 


4 January 


NEW ZEALAND - The KAIKOURA furlough draft from 2 NZEF (165 
officers and 1539 other ranks) disembarks from General Pope 
at Wellington. 


5 January 


ITALY ~ Campbell Force, 2 New Zealand Division's mobile reserve, 
is disbanded. On the Senio River front 5 and 6 Brigades each 
have two battalions near the stopbank, one battalion in reserve 
at Faenza, and an armoured regiment and other arms in support; 

a divisional reserve at Forli includes 4 Armoured Brigade (less 
two regiments), two infantry battalions, and other arms. During 
this winter period of ‘offensive defence’ activity is confined 
mostly to patrolling, exchanges of artillery and machine-gun 
harassing fire, and 'Chinese attacks' (fire demonstrations). 
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JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1945 


5 January 
NEW ZEALAND —- The 14th Reinforcements for 2 NZEF, plus 245 
officers and 1870 other ranks from 4 New Zealand Division, 
altogether 275 officers and 3421 other ranks, embark in 
Empress of Scotland at Wellington for the Middle East. 


14—~15 January 


ITALY - The first of four or five nights when troops in 5 
Brigade's sector report the ‘ghost train’ beyond the Senio 
River in the Castel Bolognese-Solarolo region. No satisfactory 
explanation for this sound is ever found. 


20 January 
ITALY - HQ 9 Infantry Brigade is formed as a unit of 2 NZEF. 


25 January 


ITALY - Colonel T.C. Campbell is appointed commander of. 4 
Armoured Brigade, and Brigadier I.L. Bonifant commander. of 
5 Infantry Brigade vice Brigadier C.L. Pleasants. 


29 January 


EGYPT - The 14th Reinforcements arrive at Port Tewfik from 
New Zealand. 


30 January-2 February 


INTERNATIONAL ~- In the first phase of the ARGONAUT Conference 
representatives of the United States and United Kingdom discuss 
war strategy at Malta. 


1-2 February 


ITALY - The 27th (Machine Gun) Battalion comes under the command 
of 9 Infantry Brigade on 1 February, Divisional Cavalry Battalion 
and 22 Battalion next day. They soon go back to the Fabriano 
region to train as an infantry formation. 


4-9 February 


INTERNATIONAL - In the second phase of the ARGONAUT Conference 
the representatives of the United States, United Kingdom and 
Soviet Union consider Allied strategy and related political 
issues at Yalta in the Crimea. The conferees agree to plan 
for an invasion of Japan after the defeat of Germany. The 
conclusions reached are outlined in the Yalta Declaration, 
issued on 11 February. 


10 February 


ITALY - Brigadier W.G. Gentry is appointed to command 9 Infantry 
Brigade. The 27th (Machine Gun) Battalion is converted to 
infantry and is renamed 27 Battalion. 


EGYPT - Brigadier J.M. Mitchell is appointed Officer Commanding 
New Zealand Troops in Egypt and Commandant Maadi Camp vice 
Brigadier W.G. Stevens. 


°5 February 


ITALY -— When 8 Indian Division replaces 1 Canadian Infantry 
Division with Eighth Army in the Romagna, 1 Canadian Corps 
completes its service in Italy before departing for France. 
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FEBRUARY=-MARCH 1945 


February 


SOUTH-EAST ASIA = Air Marshal Sir Keith Park, a New Zealander 
in the RAF, becomes Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, South-East 
Asia. 


March 


NEW ZEALAND - No. 26 Fighter Squadron RNZAF.is formed. (It is 
stationed in the Solomon Islands during March-June 1945.) No. 
8 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron is disbanded. 


4 March 


ITALY - On the Lamone River 2 New Zealand Division demonstrates 
river-crossing (by 21 Battalion) and bridge-building (by the 
Divisional Engineers) techniques. 


4-6 March 


ITALY —- On the Senio River front 5 Kresowa Division of 2 Polish 
Corps relieves 2 New Zealand Division and assumes command of the 
sector on the 6th. Most of the New Zealand units go back to 
the Fabriano region to rest and train; 4 Armoured Brigade goes 
to the Cesenatico area north of Rimini for the same purpose. 


6-14 March 


ITALY. - 18 Armoured Regiment is under the command of 2 Polish 
Corps in the Faenza sector of the Senio River front; it then 
rejoins 4 Armoured Brigade. 


11 March 


ITALY -—- General von Vietinghoff succeeds Field Marshal Kesselring 
as Commander-in-Chief of Army Group C. 


18 March 


EGYPT - The TONGARIRO furlough draft sails for New Zealand from 
Port Tewfik. (It arrives on 19 April.) 


21 March 
ITALY —- 28 Assault Squadron is formed as a unit of 2 NZEF. 


26 March-25 May 


RYUKYU ISLANDS — HMNZS Gambia, about 100 New Zealanders in the 
Fleet Air Arm, and others in ships of the British Task Force 5/7, 
participate in operations which include 12 series of attacks on 
Japanese airfields in the Sakishima Islands, in support of the 
invasion of Okinawa, where United States forces land on 1 April. 
(After a most costly campaign, the United States Tenth Army 
completes the capture of Okinawa on 22 June.) During 1-5 April 
Gambia tows the destroyer HMS Ulster (which is damaged by a near 
miss during a bombing attack) 760 miles to Leyte Gulf; she then 
rejoins the fleet. HMNZS Achilles joins Task Force 57 on 22 May 
and takes her place in company with Gambia in the Fourth Cruiser 
Squadron. 


40 March 


ITALY ~ 2 New Zealand Division begins to return to the line in 
the Romagna from the Fabriano region, where its units have been 
resting and training. 
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MARCH-APRIL 1945 


41 March 


ITALY - The casualties in 2 New Zealand Division during the 
winter campaign (27 October 1944-31 March 1945) are 194 killed 
and 804 wounded, a total of 1016. 


1-2 April 


ITALY - With 5 Brigade on the right and 6 Brigade on the left, 
2 New Zealand Division takes over from 11 Brigade of 78 Division 
a sector in the Senio River line south of Cotignola. 


3-6 April 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division gains control of the whole of 
the near stopbank of the Senio River in its sector. 


4 April 


ITALY ~ C Squadron of 4 Hussars, equipped with Kangaroos (armoured 
troop-carriers), comes under the command of 9 Brigade, 2 New 
Zealand Division. 


9 April 


ITALY — In preparation for Eighth Army's assault on the Senio 
River line (Operation BUCKLAND), heavy bombers ‘carpet bomb’ 
enemy-held territory beyond the river, and the artillery and 
fighter-bombers begin an elaborate, timed programme to neutralise 
enemy defences. 


9-10 April 


ITALY = Preceded by flame-throwing on the stopbanks, the assault 

on the Senio River is launched in the evening by 8 Indian Division 
and 2 New Zealand Division of 5 Corps on the right and 3 Carpathian 
Division of 2 Polish Corps on the left. The New Zealand Division, 
which alone has previously secured the near stopbank, crosses more 
swiftly than the others. The assaulting infantry (34 and 28 
Battalions of 5 Brigade, 25 and 24 Battalions of 6 Brigade) have 
very few casualties. The engineers complete bridges, and tanks 

of 18 and 20 Regiments and support weapons are in the bridgehead 
by daybreak. 


10 April 


ITALY - In the morning 5 and 6 Brigades of 2 New Zealand Division 
exploit to the Canale di Lugo. After heavy bombers attack enemy- 
held territory in the vicinity of the Santerno River, the Division 
crosses the Scolo Tratturo and pushes on towards the Santerno. 

In 24 hours the Division advances six miles and outstrips both 
flanking divisions. 


40-11 April 


ITALY - In 6 Brigade's sector two companies of ¢c4 Battalion cross 
the Santerno River in the evening, and two companies of 25 
Battalion next morning. The banks of the Santerno Morto still 
lie ahead. 

11 April 


ITALY - 28 (Maori) Battalion of 5 Brigade crosses the Santerno; 
6 Brigade reaches the banks of the Santerno Morto. 
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APRIL 1945 
11-12 April 


ITALY - The New Zealand Engineers bridge the Santerno and tanks 
of 18 and 20 Regiments and support weapons enter the bridgehead. 
On the right flank 23 Battalion of 5 Brigade captures the village 
of Sant ‘Agata. 


12 April 


ITALY —~ While 24 Battalion protects 2 New Zealand Division's left 
flank (where the Poles have not yet drawn level), 23, 28 and 26 
Battalions advance until just short of the town of Massa Lombarda, 
from which the enemy is retreating. Since the start of the 
offensive the Division has taken over 1000 prisoners of war. 

The armoured cars of 12 Royal Lancers, under the command of 2 

New Zealand Division, reconnoitre on the flanks and in advance 

of the Division during the subsequent advance on Trieste. 


12-14 April 


ITALY - In a night attack 23 and 21 Battalions of 5 Brigade and 
26 and 24 Battalions of the 6th reach objective beyond Massa 
Lombarda, which is clear of the enemy. 


14 April 


ITALY ~- By this time 8 Indian Division and 2 New Zealand Division 
of 5 Corps and 3 Carpathian Division of 2 Polish Corps are all 
across the Santerno River. Eighth Army directs 5 Corps to the 
Argenta Gap (on Route 16 between Lake Comacchio and flooded land) 
and brings 14 Corps into the line to thrust westward on the right 
of the Polish Corps. Meanwhile 5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand 
Division goes into reserve, and 9 Brigade is brought forward on 
the right of 6 Brigade, which side-steps into 5 Brigade's sector. 


14 April 


ITALY - Fifth Army opens its offensive towards the Po valley from 
the northern Apennines. 

In Eighth Army, 2 New Zealand Division (which passes from 
5 Corps to 13 Corps) continues the westward advance: 24 and 26 
Battalions of 6 Brigade and Divisional Cavalry Battalion of 9 
Brigade capture the far bank of the Sillaro River before daybreak, 
but 22 Battalion of the 9th is unable to do so astride the Massa 
Lombarda-Medicina railway. 


14=-15 April 
ITALY - 9 Brigade completes the occupation of the far bank of 


the Sillaro River in its sector when 22 Battalion crosses at- 
night near the railway. 


15-16 April 


ITALY —- At night 2 New Zealand Division attacks westward from the 
Sillaro River with 25 and 26 Battalions of 6 Brigade (on the 
right) and 22 and 27 Battalions of the 9th. The Sillaro is 
bridged and the New Zealand tanks cross. 


16 April 
ITALY ~- 2 New Zealand Division continues its westward drive to the 
vicinity of the town of Medicina, which is seized by 43 Gurkha 


Lorried Infantry Brigade (under the command of 2 Polish Corps). 
5 Brigade passes through Brigade, which goes into reserve. 
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17 April 


TTALY - 5 Brigade reaches the Canale di Medicina and goes 

into reserve when 10 Indian Division (which is to advance on 
the right of 2 New Zealand Division) arrives in this sector. 
Meanwhile 2 New Zealand Division advances to the Gaiana River. 
Near Villa Fontana 22 and 27 Battalions of 9 Brigade gain a 
foothold on the near stopbank; farther south 43 Gurkha 
Brigade (under command of 2 New Zealand Division), crosses the 
river but has many casualties and withdraws. 


18-19 April 
ITALY - In the last set-piece attack by 2 New Zealand Division 
in the war the German parachutists are defeated at the Gaiana 
River. Divisional Cavalry and 27 Battalions of 9 Brigade and 
43 Gurkha Brigade advance beyond the Gaiana. | 


19 April 
ITALY - 5 Corps of Eighth Army has breached the Argenta Gap 


and approaches the Po River; 14 Corps and 2 Polish Corps 
approach the Idice River north-east of Bologna. 


19-20 April 
ITALY - In 2 New Zealand Division, which is advancing towards 


Budrio, 5 and 6 Brigades relieve 9 Brigade and 44 Gurkha 
Brigade. 

19-243 April 
NEW ZEALAND —- The TONGARIRO furlough draft from the Middle 
East (334 officers and 5286 other ranks) disembarks from 
Highland Brigade at Lyttelton on 19 April and at Auckland on 
o4 April, ant from Moreton Bay and Esperance Bay at Wellington 
on 21 April. | 

20 April 
ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division advances rapidly to Budrio. 
On the right 5 Brigade reaches the Idice River, and 24 Battalion 
secures a shallow bridgehead; on the left 24 and 26 Battalions 
of 6 Brigade get troops across the river. C Squadron of 20 
Armoured Regiment finds a ford in 2 Polish Corps' sector where 
tanks can cross. | 


20-21 April 
ITALY — Permission having been given by 5 Corps, 6 Brigade uses 
the ford in 2 Polish Corps' sector to cross the Idice River. 


Meanwhile 21 Battalion of 5 Brigade crosses near Budrio, and 
farther north 28 and 24 Battalions make an assault crossing. 


21 April 


ITALY - Troops of 3 Carpathian Division, 2Polish Corps of Eighth 
Army, enter Bologna shortly before the arrival of men of 34 
Division, 2 United States Corps of Fifth Army. 


NEW ZEALAND —- The 15th Reinforcements for 2 NZEF (155 officers 
and 3391 other ranks) embark in Empress of Scotland at Wellington 
for the Middle East. (They arrive at Port Tewfik on 14 May.) 
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APRIL 1945 
22 April 


ITALY - Changing direction to the north, 2 New Zealand Division 
pushes towards the Reno River. 


22-235 April 


ITALY - At night 28 and 23 Battalions of 5 Brigade cross the 
Reno River near Poggio Renatico. 


24 April 


ITALY —- The first crossing of the Po River by Allied troops 

is made in assault boats by 10 United States Mountain Division 
of Fifth Army. In Eighth Army 6 British Armoured Division 
transfers from 5 to 13 Corps and is to cross the Po on the 
right of 2 New Zealand Division. In the bridgehead over the 
Reno River, 26 Battalion of 6 Brigade joins 5 Brigade. 9 
Brigade comes forward on the left flank. 


23-24 April 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division concentrates on the north bank 
of the Reno. Many tanks ford the river before the engineers 
complete two bridges. 


C4 April 


ITALY —- Unhindered by the enemy, 2 New Zealand Division advances 
past Bondeno to the south bank of the Po River. Two. men from 
A Company of 21 Battalion, 5 Brigade, paddle across in an 
assault boat a short distance downstream from Isola Tontola 

(an island) and find the enemy on the far bank. Four men from 
B Company of 25 Battalion, 6 Brigade, paddle an assault boat 

to Isola Tontola, which 25 Battalion occupies. 


24-25 April 


ITALY. - North of Ferrara 8 Indian Division of 5 Corps crosses 
the River Po before midnight; in 13 Corps sector, 6 Armoured 
Division and 2 New Zealand Division do so after midnight. 

After crossing in assault boats, DUKWs (amphibious lorries) 

and Fantails Camphibious tracked vehicles), 21 and 23 Battalions 
of 5 Brigade clear the enemy from the far bank. From Isola 
Tontola 25 Battalion of 6 Brigade also reaches the far bank. 


25 April 


INTERNATIONAL = The United Nations Conference on International 
Organisation opens at San Francisco. 


ITALY - A 450-foot folding-boat bridge over the River Po, 
constructed by 6 Field Company, is open to wheeled vehicles of 
2 New Zealand Division in the afternoon. Tanks are ferried 
across on a pontoon raft. 5 and 6 Brigades advance to the 
Tartaro River, about midway between the Po and Adige rivers. 


26 April 


ITALY ~- 5 and 6 Brigades of 2 New Zealand Division reach the 
Adige River in the vicinity of Badia Polesine. So far only 20- 
odd tanks, from 18 and 20 Regiments, have been ferried across 
the Po. 


APRIL-MAY 1945 
26 April 


WESTERN EUROPE —- No. 488 New Zealand Squadron RAF is disbanded 
after having operated from bases in England, France and Holland, 
mostly in a night-fighter role. It has destroyed 67 eneny 
aircraft, probably destroyed two and damaged 10, and also has 
destroyed or damaged about 10 locomotives. 


26-27 April 


ITALY - 5 and 6 Brigades of 2 New Zealand Division cross the 
Adige River in assault craft at night and secure a bridgehead 
from which 9 and 43 Brigades are to continue the advance. 


27 April 


ITALY - A 400-foot folding-boat bridge over the Adige River is 
completed by 6 Field Company in the afternoon; 12 Lancers 
and 9 Brigade cross before midnight. 

By this time 2 New Zealand Division has taken 4.000 prisoners 
in this offensive. 


28 April 
ITALY - Benito Mussolini is executed in a village on Lake Coma. 


9 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division enters Padua, where 
armoured cars of 12 Lancers are the first to arrive. The city 
has been in the control of partisans since the previous day. 
The 43rd Gurkha Brigade also advances from the Adige River. 


29 April 


ITALY —- The New Zealand Divisional Artillery repels a German 
column retreating towards Padua from the south-east. A small 
force from 27 Battalion and 20 Regiment. seizes intact a bridge 
over the Brenta River, which enables the Division, led by 9 
Brigade, to continue the advance to Mestre and then to the 
Piave River. At Mestre, Thodey Force is despatched from 9 
Brigade to Venice, where it arrives ahead of the first troops 
of 56 British Division. Meanwhile 43 Gurkha Brigade remains 
at Padua and ceases to be under the command of 2 New Zealand 
Division. 

29-40 April 
ITALY - C Company of 22 Battalion, 9 Brigade, is ferried across 
the Piave Hiver and enters San Dona di Piave. 

40 April 


EUROPE - Adolf Hitler commits suicide in his bunker at the 
Reichs Chancellory, Berlin. 


ITALY - While other troops of 9 Brigade are being ferried across 


the Piave River, 27 Battalion engages a large German force cornered 


near the coast south of the river, and 5 Brigade mops up in the 


country farther west. A 400-foot folding-boat bridge is completed 


over the Piave by 6 Field Company in the evening. 
40 April-1 May 


ITALY - A column of about 1500 Germans attacks 5 Field Park Company 
at night, taking prisoners and some vehicles, and heads towards the 


Piave River, but surrenders in the morning to a small party from 
HQ 9 Brigade and 27 Battalion. 
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MAY 194 

1 May 
ITALY - The armoured cars of 12 Lancers, going ahead of 2 New 
Zealand Division, are the first to make contact with troops of 
Marshal Tito's Fourth Yugoslav Army after crossing the Isonzo 
River. At the end of the day's advance 9 Brigade is at 
Monfalcone. 

2 May 


GERMANY = Soviet forces complete the capture of Berlin. 


ITALY - Hostilities end west of the Isonzo River as surrender 
terms become effective. 

In the afternoon 9 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division enters 
the city of Trieste, where the Germans are still holding out 
against the Yugoslavs. 

6 Brigade, led by 26 Battalion, enters the town of Gorizia, 
already held by Yugoslav communist troops. 


2-4 May 


ITALY - After going as far as Udine without meeting the eneny, 
28 (Maori) Battalion spends the night at Palmanova and then 
rejoins 5 Brigade. 

4 May 


ITALY - After overnight negotiations the German commander at 
Trieste (Lieutenant-General Linkenbach) and some of the garrison 
surrender to 22 Battalion of 9 Brigade. The garrison of nearby 
Villa Opicina, however, surrenders to the Yugoslavs. 6 Brigade 
hands over to 167 Brigade of 56 British Division at Gorizia. 

A. German army and naval force of about 6000 men agrees to 
surrender to 21 Battalion of 5 Brigade after landing from 36 
ships at the mouth of the Tagliamento River. 

Altogether between 40,000 and 40,000 Germans are taken 
prisoner by 2 New Zealand Division north of the Po River. | 

The casualties in the Division during the advance from the 
Senio River to Trieste (1 April-3 May 1945) are 241 killed and 
1140 wounded, a total of 1481. The Division's total casualties 
in Italy are 1820 killed, 6719 wounded and 225 prisoners of war, 
altogether 8764. 


4 May 


ITALY = Preparations are begun in case of hostilities with 
Marshal Tito's Yugoslav forces, who wish to occupy all of Venezia 
Giulia east of the Isonzo River. The New Zealand Division is 
ordered by 13 Corps to stay in Trieste and Monfalcone and the 
coastal belt between them. 9 Brigade shares the occupation of 
Trieste with the Yugoslavs; the rest of the Division is spread 
out between the city and the Isonzo River. 


6 May 


ITALY - 9 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division is joined in Trieste 
by a battalion from 91 United States Division and a battalion of 
the Scots Guards from 56 British Division; Divisional Cavalry 

and 27 Battalions move outside the city; 22 Battalion stays in 


it. 
? May 


WESTERN EUROPE - The German High Command surrenders all land, sea 
and air forces unconditionally to the Allied forces. The 
surrender becomes effective at one minute past midnight on 9 May, 


Central European time. 
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MAY-JUNE 1 
8 May 
Proclaimed V-E day. 
| 10 May 


ITALY - Brigadier C.L. Pleasants is appointed to command 5 
Infantry Brigade vice Brigadier I.L. Bonifant. 


14 May 


EGYPT - The 15th Reinforcements, the last draft for 2 NZEF, 
arrives at Port Tewfik from New Zealand. 


21 May 


ITALY - Marshal Tito concedes for the most part the Allied 
requirements for holding the disputed territory of Venezia 
Giulia in trusteeship. 


22 May 


ITALY = The Allied Forces in Venezia Giulia ease forward to a 
line north-north-west of Trieste: 2 New Zealand Division has 
6 Brigade in the hills in the Sgonico-Sales-Samatorzo region, 
5 Brigade near the coast, and 9 Brigade in the city; farther 
north are 56 British Division and 10 Indian Division. 

‘Colonel G.W. Gower is appointed Director of Medical 
Services 2 NZEF vice Brigadier H.S. Kenrick. 


29 May 
SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC — The RNZAF begins regular operations against 
Rabaul from Jacquinot Bay, New Britain. Before the end of the 
war Nos. 2 and 34 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadrons and Nos. 16, 19, 
20 and 21 Fighter Squadrons do tours of duty at Jacquinot Bay. 


June 


NEW ZEALAND —- RNZAF disbands Nos. 3 and 9 Bomber Reconnaissance 
Squadrons. 


1 June 


ITALY - 6 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division relieves 9 Brigade 
in Trieste. 


2 June 
ITALY - Miss M. Chisholm is appointed Principal Matron 2 NZEF 
vice Miss E.C. Mackay. 


9 June 


ITALY - The Yugoslav Government signs an agreement accepting the 
Allies‘ requirements for the withdrawal of Yugoslav troops and 
administration east of the Morgan Line (east of Trieste) in | 
Venezia Giulia by 12 June. Some 2000 Yugoslavs are to remain 
in the territory under Allied control. 


12 June 


ITALY —- The Allied Military Government assumes control of the 
administration in Trieste. The New Zealand, British and Indian 
troops of 13 Corps follow up the Yugoslavs withdrawing to the 
Morgan Line. In 5 Brigade's sector 28 (Maori) Battalion occupied 
Villa Opicina, and 23 Battalion is astride Route 15 on the Muggia 
peninsula south of Trieste. Ninth Brigade occupies a sector 
astride Route 14 east of the city. 
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JUNE-JULY 194 
14-15 June 


CAROLINE ISLANDS « HMNZS Achilles is in the naval task group 
which bombards the Japanese base at Truk. 


o4 June 


ITALY - The Difesa Populare, an armed partisan organisation 
which has been hindering Allied control, is disarmed and 
disbanded in the Anglo-American part of Venezia Giulia, 
including 2 New Zealand Division's sector. 


26 June 


INTERNATIONAL = The United Nations Conference on International 
Organisation ends in San Francisco. The United Nations Charter 
is signed by the participating nations but is not ratified until 
24 October. 


ITALY ~ Brigadier I.L. Bonifant is appointed to command 6 
Infantry Brigade vice Brigadier G.B. Parkinson. Brigadier 
L.W. Thornton is appointed Commander New Zealand Artillery 
2 NZEF and Commander Royal Artillery 2 New Zealand Division 
vice Brigadier R.C. Queree. 


July 
NEW ZEALAND - No. 26 Fighter Squadron RNZAF is disbanded. 


7 July 


ITALY - 5 Brigade of 2 New Zealand Division takes over from 6 
Brigade responsibility for guarding vital points in Trieste, 
and 6 Brigade concentrates north-east of the city; 9 Brigade 
is still east of Trieste. 


10 July 


EGYPT. - Brigadier G.B. Parkinson is appointed Officer Commanding 
New Zealand Troops in Egypt and Commandant Maadi Camp vice 
Brigadier J.M. Mitchell. 


17 July-e August 


INTERNATIONAL - During the TERMINAL Conference at Potsdan, 
Germany, the representatives of the United States, Soviet Union 
and Britain draw up terms of a Japanese surrender and discuss 
military and political issues connected with the termination 

of hostilities. 


21-31 July 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Division is relieved by 56 British Division 
in Venezia Giulia and drives 400 miles to the Lake Trasimene- 
Perugia region in central Italy, where it is to camp. 9 Brigade 
leaves on 22 July, the engineers on the 2e4th, 6 Brigade on the 
26th, Divisional Headquarters and attachment on the 27th, the 
artillery on the 28th and 29th, 5 Brigade on the 30th, and 4 
Brigade (less 20 Armoured Regiment and attachments) on the 31st. 
The NZASC transport not employed on troop-carrying is dispatched 
in convoys on 21 and 23 July. A rear party comprising 20 
Regiment and attachments from other armoured units spends 

August at Villa Opicina awaiting instructions for the disposal 

of tanks and scout cars. 
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JULY-AUGUST 1945 


26 July 


INTERNATIONAL - The Potsdam ultimatum is issued, calling for 
Japan to: surrender unconditionally or face ‘utter destruction’. 


UNITED KINGDOM - C.R. Attlee succeeds Churchill as Prime 
Minister. 


29 July 


ITALY - HQ Eighth Army is redesignated HQ British Troops in 
Austria. 2 New Zealand Division is the only original formation 
of Eighth Army still serving with it when it ceases to exist. 


40 July 


UNITED KINGDOM - Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg and 
the GSO 1 (Colonel H.E. Gilbert) leave Italy by air for the 
United Kingdom to confer at the War Office about the redeploy- 
ment of 2 NZEF against Japan. These dictissions end when news 
is received of Japan's surrender offer in August. 


INTERNATIONAL - Japan rejects the Potsdam ultimatun. 


July-August 


PACIFIC —- HMNZS Gambia and HMNZS Achilles are with the Fourth 
Cruiser Squadron of the British Pacific Fleet in Japanese waters; 
the corvette HMNZS Arbutus is with the Fleet Train. About 100 
New Zealand pilots in the Fleet Air Arm serving in the carriers 
Formidable, Victorious, Indefatigable and Implacable take part 
in the attacks on Japan. 


1 August 


UNITED KINGDOM —- No. 489 New Zealand Squadron RAF is disbanded. 
Operating from bases in Scotland and England, its torpedo- 
bombers sank 11 ships and damaged 13 before the end of May 1944. 
Together with No. 455 Australian Squadron it formed the Anzac 
Strike Wing which sank 19 ships and 12 escort vessels and damaged 
18 ships and 49 escort vessels during the last year of the war. 


WEST AFRICA - No. 490 New Zealand Squadron RAF, based at Jui, 
is disbanded. Its flying boats have been engaged on anti- 
submarine patrols, convoy escort and air-sea rescue. 


6 August 


JAPAN —- United States B-29 aircraft drops an atomic bomb on 
Hiroshima. 
8 August 


INTERNATIONAL - The USSR declares war on Japan, effective on 
9 August. 
9 August 


MANCHURIA - Soviet forces enter Japanese-occupied Manchuria. 


JAPAN ~- An atomic bomb is dropped on Nagasaki. 

HMNZS Gambia is among the ships of an Allied naval group 
which bombards the steel works at Kamaishi, in Honshu. The 
Gambia shoots down what is probably the last enemy aircraft to 
be engaged by gunfire from a ship of the British Pacific Fleet. 
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AUGUST 1945 
10 August 


JAPAN - The Japanese Government offers to surrender ‘without 
prejudice to the Emperor's position. ' The United States 
replies next day. 


12 August 
FAR EAST —- Soviet troops move into Korea. 


14 August 


JAPAN ~ HMNZS Gambia is among the British ships in company 
with the United States Third Fleet, whose aircraft attack 
airfields and other targets in the vicinity of Tokyo. 


14 August 
JAPAN - Japan accepts Allied unconditional surrender terms. 


15 August 
V-J day. 
PACIFIC - All offensive action against Japan ends. Some 
140,000 Japanese have held out to the end in the Bismarck 
Archipelago, New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. The RNZAF 
has seven fighter and two bomber-reconnaissance squadrons in 
this region. 

26 August 


EUROPE —- No. 485 New Zealand Squadron RAF is disbanded after 
having operated from bases in England, France, Belgium, Holland 
and Germany. In fighter and fighter-bomber roles it has 
destroyed 63 enemy aircraft, probably destroyed 25 and damaged 
32, and has also destroyed 70 motor vehicles and five railway 
locomotives. 

27 August 
JAPAN - The Allied combined fleets, numbering about 400 ships, 
enter Sagami Bay preparatory to the occupation of Japan. The 
Gambia represents the Royal New Zealand Navy in this armada. 


28 August 
JAPAN - The occupation begins with the arrival of an advanced 
party. 

29 August 
JAPAN ~ The Allied combined fleets enter Tokyo Bay. 


NEW ZEALAND - The Prime Minister advises the United Kingdom 
that the Government agrees to the provision of a brigade group 
for the British Commonwealth occupation force in Japan. 


40 August 


JAPAN - The occupation in force is begun. A platoon of New Zealand 
seamen from the Gambia takes part in the landing at the Yokosuka 
Naval Base. 


HONG KONG - British naval force reoccupies the colony. 
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SEPTEMBER 1945 
September 


NEW ZEALAND - The RNZAF disbands Nos. 1 and 4 Bomber Reconnais- 
sance Squadrons, No. 6 Flying Boat Squadron (in Fiji), and Nos. 
17, 20, 21, 22 and 25 Fighter Squadrons. 


2 September 


JAPAN - Hostilities end officially with the signing of the 
instrument of surrender aboard USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. 
Air Vice-Marshal L.M. Isitt, Chief of the Air Staff, signs 
on behalf of New Zealand. 


4 September 


ITALY —- Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg returns to 
2 NZEF from England. 
5-6 September 
NEW ZEALAND - The HAWEA draft returning from 2 NZEF/(374 officers 


and 3687 other ranks) disembarks from Strathaird at Lyttelton on 
the 5th and at Wellington next day. 


6 September 


SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC ~— General Imamura, commander of the Japanese 
South-East Army, surrenders to General B.A.N. Sturdee of the 
Australian Army on HMS Glory off Rabaul. Air Commodore G.N. 
Roberts, commander of the New Zealand Air Task Force in the 
Solomons, is the senior New Zealand officer present. 


8 September 


SOLOMON ISLANDS - Lieutenant-General Savige, commanding 2 
Australian Corps, receives the surrender of the Japanese on 
Bougainville at Torokina. Air Commodore G.N. Roberts represents 
New Zealand at the ceremony. 


10 September 
ITALY - 4 Field Ambulance is disbanded as a unit of 2 NZEF. 


14 September 
PACIFIC - The Japanese surrender on Nauru and Ocean Islands. 


14 September 
ITALY - 5 General Hospital is disbanded as a unit of 2 NZEF. 


19 September 


EUROPE - No. 487 New Zealand Squadron RAF is disbanded after 
having operated from bases in England and France, mostly in a 
night-bombing role but also in several precision attacks in 
daylight. ; 

29 September-9 October 
ITALY ~ 2 New Zealand Division (less the artillery, which goes 


to Siena) leaves the Lake Trasimene-Perugia region for winter 
quarters at Florence. 


30 September 


CRETE - Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg, Major-General 
H.K. Kippenberger and Captain J. Cuthbert (commander of HMS 


Ajax) are among those who attend a 2 NZEF memorial service at the 
ish military cemetery at Suda Bay. 


135.6 
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1945 


40 September-1 October 


NEW ZEALAND ~ The TEKAPO draft returning from 2 NZEF (263 
officers and 4542 other ranks) disembarks from Strathmore 
and Dominion Monarch at Wellington on 40 September and from 
the latter ship at Lyttelton on 1 October. 


October 


NEW ZEALAND - RNZAF disbands Nos. 15, 16, 18, 19, 23 and 24 
Fighter Squadrons. 
10 October 


ITALY - The first party of 105 officers and men is dispatched 
overland from 2 NZEF for 14 days‘ leave in the United Kingdon; 
other parties follow daily. 


11 October 


ITALY - HQ 2 NZEF is transferred from Senigallia to Florence, 

where it is combined with HQ 2 New Zealand Division. | 
Colonel F.B. Edmundson is appointed Deputy Director of 

Medical Services 2 NZEF in succession to Brigadier G.W. Gower 

(who neid the appointment of Director of Medical Services 

2 NZEF). 


12 October 


EUROPE - No. 486 New Zealand Squadron RAF is disbanded after 
having operated from bases in England, Holland, Germany and 
Denmark. In combat this squadron's fighters and fighter- 
bombers destroyed 81 enemy aircraft, probably destroyed five 
and damaged 22. Its pilots also accounted for 223 flying 
bombs; in attacks on ground targets they destroyed 323 motor 
vehicles and 14 railway engines; they almost certainly sank 
16 sHips in port or at sea. 


ITALY - A memorial service is held by 2 NZEF at the war cemetery 
near the Sangro River. 


14 October 


ITALY - A memorial service is held by 2 NZEF at the war 
cemetery near Cassino. 


15 October 


UNITED KINGDOM - No. 75 New Zealand Squadron RAF is disbanded. 
Its record is that it has dropped 21,630 tons of bombs and 
2544 mines in offensives against Germany, Italy and occupied 
Europe, and has almost certainly destroyed 45 enemy fighter 
aircraft. 


ITALY - HQ 9 Infantry Brigade becomes HQ Jayforce (headquarters 
of the brigade group which is to join the British Commonwealth 
Occupation Force in Japan). The reorganisation is completed in 
due course when troops are marched into Divisional Cavalry, 22 
and 27 Battalions, 25 Field Battery, 5 Field Company and other 
units from 2 New Zealand Division and Advanced Base, and those 
of 9 Brigade not eligible for Jayforce are marched out. Most 

of the men are from the 13th, 14th and 15th Reinforcements. 
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OCTOBER-NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1945 


16 October 


ITALY — Reverend H.G. Taylor is appointed Senior Chaplain to 
‘the Forces vice Reverend G.A.D. Spence. 


19 October 


ITALY - Lieutenant-Colonel A.W. Barnett is appointed to command 
6 Infantry Brigade vice Brigadier I.L. Bonifant. 


20 October 
ITALY - 5 Field Park Company becomes 5 Field Company (for 
inclusion in Jayforce). 

24 October 
ITALY - 6 General Hospital is formed in Florence from 1 Mobile 
Casualty Clearing Station. 

9 November 
EGYPT - A memorial service is held at the British war cemetery 
at El Alamein. 
Brigadier J.M. Mitchell is appointed Officer Commanding 


‘New Zealand Troops in Egypt and Commandant Maadi Camp vice 
Brigadier G.B. Parkinson. 


16 November 
ITALY - Brigadier K.L. Stewart (a repatriated prisoner of war) 
is appointed to command Jayforce vice Brigadier W.G. Gentry. 
22 November 


ITALY —- Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Freyberg relinquishes 
command of 2 NZEF and 2 New Zealand Division and is succeeded 
by Major-General W.G. Stevens, who is to be responsible for the 
disbandment of the force and the return of its members to New 
Zealand. 


1 December 


ITALY - Colonel T.C. Campbell relinquishes command of: 4 Armoured 
Brigade, and Lieutenant-Colonel A.W. Barnett command of 6 
Infantry Brigade. 


8 December 
ITALY - 28 Assault’ Squadron, 1 Ammunition Company, 2 Ammunition 
Company and 5 Field Ambulance are disbanded. 

15 December 


ITALY - 7 Anti-Tank Regiment, 7 Field Company, 8 Field Company, 
6 Field Ambulance and 1 General Hospital (Senigallia) are 
disbanded. | 


12 December 
ITALY - Miss I. MacKinnon is appointed Principal Matron 2 NZEF 
vice Miss M. Chisholn. 
20-21 December 


NEW ZEALAND - Members of 2 NZEF returning from overseas (209 
officers and 2575 other ranks) disembark from Mooltan at 
Wellington on the 2Oth and at Lyttelton on the 21st. 
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DECEMBER 1945-JANUARY 1946 


24 December 


ITALY - Brigadier L.W. Thornton relinquishes the appointment 
of Commander New Zealand Artillery 2 NZEF and Commander Royal 
Artillery 2 New Zealand Division. 


26 December 


ITALY - 28 (Maori) Battalion, the only unitof 2 New Zealand 
Division not disbanded overseas, embarks on Dominion Monarch 
at Taranto for New Zealand. (It reaches Wellington on 
January 1946. ) 


28 December 
EGYPT - 2 General Hospital (Helwan) is disbanded. 


41 December 


NEW ZEALAND — Lieutenant-General E. Puttick relinquishes the 
appointments of GOC New Zealand Military Forces, Chief of the 
General Staff and First Military Member of the Army Board. 


January 


ITALY - Brigadier C.L. Pleasants relinquishes command of 5 
Infantry Brigade. 


1 January 


NEW ZEALAND - Major-General N.W.McD. Weir is appointed Chief 
of the General Staff and first Military Member of the Army 
Board. 


10 January 
NEW ZEALAND - Seven officers and 390 other ranks of 2 NZEF 
returning from overseas disembark from Athlone Castle at 
Wellington. | 
14-14 January 
NEW ZEALAND - Returning from 2 NZEF overseas, 134 officers and 


3436 other ranks disembark from Otranto at Lyttelton on the 143th 
and at Wellington on the 14th. 


15 January 


ITALY —- Reverend H.G. Taylor relinquishes the appointment of 
Senior Chaplain of the Forces, 2 NZEF, and Brigadier F.M.H. 
Hanson the appointment of Commander Royal Engineers 2 New 
zealand Division. 


20 January 
ITALY - HQ 2 New Zealand Division is disbanded. 


EGYPT - Lieutenant-—Colonel J.C. Porter is appointed Officer 
Commanding New Zealand Troops in Egypt and Commandant Maadi 
Camp vice Brigadier J.M. Mitchell. 


234-24 January 
NEW ZEALAND ~ Returning from 2 NZEF overseas, 214 officers and 
2914 other ranks disembark from Dominion Monarch at Wellington 
on the 23rd and at Lyttelton next day. This draft includes 
‘28 (Maori) Battalion. 
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JANUARY-FEBRUARY-MARCH 1946 


27 January 


NEW ZEALAND —- Returning from 2 NZEF overseas, 36 officers and 
783 other ranks disembark from Durban Castle at Wellington. 


28 January 


ITALY — HQ 2 New Zealand Divisional Artillery, 4 Field Regiment 
(except 25 Battery, which. joins Jayforce), 5 Field Regiment, 6 
Field Regiment, 27 Mechanical Equipment Company, HQ 5 Infantry 
Brigade, 21 Battalion, 23 Battalion, HQ 6 Infantry Brigade, 24 
Battalion, 25 Battalion, 26 Battalion, 4 Reserve MT Company, 
Divisional Provost Company and Divisional Workshops are disbanded. 


7 February 


MIDDLE EAST — The Education and Rehabilitation Service 2 NZEF 
is disbanded. 


9-10 February 


NEW ZEALAND - Returning from 2 NZEF, 339 officers and 4140 
other ranks disembark from Orion at Lyttelton on the 9th and 
at Wellington next day. 


21 February 


ITALY - Jayforce, about 4000 strong, sails from Naples in 
Strathmore for Japan, where it is to join the British Common- 
wealth Occupation Force. (It reaches Kure on 19 March.) 

24 February 


ITALY - 2 New Zealand Divisional Signals is disbanded. 


e6 February 


MEDITERRANEAN THEATRE - 2 NZEF ceases to exist (apart from a 
rear party) when HQ 2 NZEF, HQ Maadi Camp, Advanced Base 2 

NZEF, HQ 4 Armoured Brigade, 18 Armoured. Regiment, 20 Armoured 
Regiment, HQ Commander NZASC, 4 Field Hygiene Section, 4 General 
Hospital and base administration units are disbanded. 


27 February 
NEW ZEALAND - Returning from 2 NZEF, 148 officers and 1550 other 
ranks disembark from Stirling Castle at Wellington. 

1 March 
ITALY ~- Rear HQ 2 NZEF is formed. 


19 March 


NEW ZEALAND - Returning from 2 NZEF, 74 officers and 412 other 
ranks disembark at Wellington from Tamaroa. 
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Summary of Casualties 


Te casualties in the New Zealand armed services and mercantile 
marine in the Second World War were: 


Deaths Wounded Prisoners Interned Total 


Navy 202 170 a4 3 800 
Army 6,839 15,324 7 863 30,026 
Air Force 45149 255 552 23 4.979 

Mercantile 
Marine 110 123 243 
11,671 15,749 8,469 149 36,038 


The total deaths include 564 who died as prisoners of war; the 
prisoners include 1251 wounded. 


Navy Casualties 


About 7000 New Zealanders served in the Royal Navy; their 
casualties were 449 dead, 95 wounded or injured, 63 prisoners 
of war (of whom nine died) and three interned, a total of 610. 
These casualties include 152 who were killed and others who 
were wounded while serving with the Fleet Air Arm of the Royal 
Navy. No figure is available for the number who served in the 
Royal New Zealand Navy, whose casualties were 115 dead and 75 
wounded and injured, a total of 190. 


Army Casualties 


The Government Statistician has estimated that the number of men 
and women who served overseas in 2 NZEF was 104,988. The 
casualties in 2 NZEF in.the Middle East and Mediterranean 
theatres were 5363 killed, 15,108 wounded and 8369 prisoners 

(of whom 513 died), a total of 28,840; in addition 705 died 

on active service. In the Pacific the casualties were 111 
killed, 213 wounded and 26 prisoners (of whom 19 died), a total 
of 350; in addition 92 died on active service. In the United 
Kingdom three were killed and three wounded, and 33 died on 
active service. The Army casualties in all theatres were: 


Killed in action and died of wounds 5,477 


‘Died while prisoner of war 532 
Deaths from other causes 830 


Total deaths 6,839 
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Wounded 15,324 
Wounded and prisoner of war 1,219 
16,543 
Total prisoners of war 8,395 
less wounded when captured 1,219 
less died while prisoner 532 
6,644 
340,026 


Air Force Casualties 


Of 55,000 New Zealanders who joined the RNZAF during the war, 
over 10,000 transferred to serve with the RAF, and of the 
remaining 45,000 nearly 15,000 served overseas in the Pacific. 
Casualties among members of the RNZAF attached to the RAF were 
2940 deaths, 116 wounded, 507 prisoners of war (includes 22 . 
wounded and 12 who died while prisoners of war), and 22 interned, 
a total of 3585. Casualties in the RNZAF in the Pacific were 
345 deaths, 58 wounded and four prisoners (three died while 
prisoners of war; the fourth was wounded), a total of 407. 
Casualties among other New Zealanders who served in the RAF 
were 327 deaths, 12 wounded (this figure is incomplete), 64 
prisoners of war (of whom eight died and five were wounded), 
and one interned, a total of 404. In addition casualties in 
the RNZAF in New Zealand were 445 deaths and 44 injured, a 
total of 479, and casualties in Canada (while with the Empire 
Air Training Scheme) were 79 deaths and 25 injured, a total of 
O04. 


The Air Force casualties in all theatres were: 


Killed in action or on active 


service and died of wounds 4,005 
Died while prisoner of war 23 
Died of natural causes 121 
Total deaths | 4,149 
Seriously wounded or injured 255 
Wounded and prisoner of war _32 
Total wounded 287 
Total prisoners of war 575 
less wounded when captured 42 
less died while prisoner _23 
520 
Interned 23 
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